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THE 


INTRODUCTION 


H E Father of Lies is the Author of M/-repreſenting. 
He firſt made the Experiment, of this Black Art in Pata- 
diſe ; having no ſurer way of bringing God's P 
into Contempt, and making our Firſt Parents tranſgrels, 
bt than by mj -repreſenting the Command,which their Maker 
| had laid upon them. And fo unhappily ſucceſsful he 
was in this his firſt attempt, that this has been his chief ſtratagem ever 
ſince, in all buſineſs of difficulty and concern : eſteeming That his beſt 
Means for preſerving and propagating Wickedneſs amongft Men, by 
which he bt won them to loſe _ A » And thereſore 


The Introduftion. | 
has nothing of Good yet come into the World, nothing been ſent from 
Heaven, but what has met with this Oppoſition ; the Common Emeny 
having imploy'd all his Endeavours © bringing it into diſcredit, and 
it Infamons, by Ms/- my #. Of this there are fr 

Inſtances in the Old Law, and more in the New, The truth of it was 
experienc'd on the Perſon of Chriſt hynaſelf, who, tho' he was the Sor of 
God, the Immaculate Lamb, yet was he not out of the reach of Calumny, 
and exempt from being Mi/repreſented, Set how he was painted by ma- 
licious Men, the Sons of Belia/, Miniſters of Satan ;, a prophane and wic- 
hed Man, a break:r of the Sabbath, a Glutton, a Friend and Companion of 
Publicans and Sinners, a Fool, a Conjurer, a Traytor, & Sediicer, a Tumul- 
ruous Perſon, a Samaritan, full of the Devil ;, he hath Belzebub, and by the 
Prince of the Devil, caſteth he out Devils, ( Mark 3.22.) There being 
no other way of frighting the People from embracing the 7rath, and 
following the Son of God, but. by thus disfiguring him ro the Multitude, 
reporting Light to be Darkneſs, ard Gcd to be the Devil. The Diſci- 
ples of Chrilt every where met with the like encounters. Srepher had 
the people ſtirred up againſt hiny, becauſe they heard he had / poke blaſ- 
phemous words againſt Moſes, and againſt God, ( Afts 6,11.) Pail alſo 
and Silas, for exceedingly troubling the City, ( Atts 16.20, ) Jaſon alſo with 
them; becauſe he had ered the Warld apfrde: down, and did contrary, to the 
decrees of Caeſar, ( Afts 17.6, 7. ) Paul again, becauſe he did teach all men 
every where againſt the people, and polluted the holy place, ( Afts 21.28, ) And 
becauſe he was @ peſtilent fellow, and a mover of jedition among all the Jews 
throughout the World : to which the Fews alſo aſſented, ſaymg, that theſe 
things were ſo, Afts.24. 5, 9. ) Neither did theſe Calummes, theſe wicked 
Adifatrefanaian ſtop here ; he that ſaid, The Diſciple is not above his 
Maſter, if they have called the Maſter of the houſe Belzebub ;, how much more 
ſhall they call them of his houſhold ? did not only foretell what was to hap- 
n to his Followers then preſent, but alſo to the Faithful that were-to 
ucceed. them, and to his Church in future ages, they being all to expeCt 
the like Fate ; that tho' they ſhould be never ſo juſt to God and their 
Neighbour, upright-in their Ways, and live in the fear of God,/and the 
obſervance of his Laws ; yet' muſt they certainly be reviled and hated 
by the World, made a. by-werd to' the people, and have. the repute of 
Ideots, Seducers, and be a ſcandal to all Nations.. And has not ths been 
ify'd in all ages ?- See what was the ſtate of Chriftians in the-primi- 
tive tunes, when as yet Vice tiad not corrupted the purity of the. Gaſpel. 
'Tis almoſt zmpoſlible.to believe in what contempt they were, and how 
utterly- abominated. Tertalliav, who was a ſharer of a great part, gives 
us fo farentabl aentable an account of the Chrifians in his time, that 'tis able 
to 
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The Introduftion. 
- to move com in ſtones. He tells us, ſo many malicious ſanders 
were difpers'd abroad, concerning the. manner of their Worſhip ; and 
their whole Dottrime deſcrib'd, not only to be folly, and meer toys, but al- 
fo to be grounded on molt hellsſb- Principles, and to be fo full of —_— 
that the Heathens believ'd a man could not make profeſſion of Chriftia- 
nity, without being tainted with all forts of Crimes ; with- 

out being an enemy to the Go4s, ro Princes, to the Laws, ro Apog. c.2. 
good Manners, and to Natnre, Hence they conceiv'd ſuch 

prejudice againſt them, and they were render'd ſo impioxs in the opinion 
of the Yulgar ; that whatſoever arcuſarions were brought in, tho' never 
ſo falſe and malicious ;, whatſoever Yillames were laid to their charge ; 
all was welcom to the emraged Mulritude, to which nothing ſeem'd in- 
credible concerning thoſe, . that were thus already odjozs, Upon this it 
was, that they were brought in guilty of Atheiſm, of Superſtitition, of 
Idolatry, of Cruelty, of Sedztion, of Con{piracies, of Treaſons : and blooay 
Perſecutions were rais'd againſt them, to which the people were exaſpe- 
rated by Fears and Fealouſres : Quod Pontifices, (as Spon- 

dams ſays ) Gentilitie ſuperſtitions Chriſtianos more ſolito, Sp. Anno 286, 
calumniis cirenmveniſſent, quaſi aliquid. contra imperium mo= Par. 5. 
lirentur ; Becan/e the Prieſts did uſe to divulge it abroad, - 
that the Chriſtians were plotting againſt the Government, Nor were theſe . 
Crimes the whole Sum of their Charge ; For beſides, every publick, ca- 
lamity and misfortune that befell the Commonwealth, 

was thrown upon them. If (a) Daphnes Temple was (4) Spond. An,362. 
conſum'd by Lightning from Heaven, yet muſt the 

Chriſtians be condemn'd as the {ncendiaries : If (b) the (6) 14. Anno 66. * 
City was laid in Aſhes, it muſt bereveng'd on the Chr4- 

$1ans ;, Nav, as (4) Tertulkian has it, if Tiber over= (c) Ap3. Cc. 40» 
flowed, if Nile watered not the Plains, if Heaven ftop'd 

its Courſe, and did not pour its Rains here below ;, if there were Earth-quakes, 
Famine, or Plagxe ;, they would immediately cry out, Chriſtianos ad Leo- 
nes, Caſt the Chriſtians to the Lions, as the cauſe of all the Calamities that 
arrived in the World, and all the Evils that People ſuffer d. And now 
the Chriſtians being thus reputed Prophane in their Worſhip, Enemies tothe 
Government, and the wndowbted orcafions of every misfortune thronghout 
the Empire ; 'tis cafie to conceive, in what comempr they were, and 
how dere able amongſt the Heathers ; But becanſe none 


can relate it ſoto the life, as (a) Tertali.:u has done, (4) Apo. &©. 3. 


Tie ſet it down in his own words, as tranſlated 

(e) Dr. Howel, in his Hiſtory of the World, Is it mot (e) P. 1.43 936. 

ftrange ( ſays he ) that the hatred wherewith this name vs "ks 
A 2 purſued, 
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purſued in ſuch manner, blinds the minds of mot Men, that when they wit- 
neſs the prokity of a Chriſtian, they mix in their Diſcourſe as a reproach, that 
he hath embraced this Religion. Ore ſaith ; Truly, He of quan 5 ſpeak, 
is an Honeſt Man, if he were not a Chriſtan, and his life would be free 
from blame. Another ; Do you kyow ſuch a one, who had the rephtation of 
a ll iſe and Diſceeet Man ? He s lately turn'd Chriſtian. ( Again ) Theſe 
People, by an extreme blindneſs of hatred, ſpeak, to the advantage of the name 
Chriſtian, when they ſtrive to render it Odious, For, ſay they, How plea- 
ſant, and of what a good humour, was that Woman ? How ſociable and jovial 
was that Man ? 'Ti pity they ſhould be Chriſtians.. So they impute the a- 
mendment of their tives, to the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity.  Soxne of them al- 
ſo purchaſe the averlion they carry againſt the name Chriſtian, which we bear, 
Tith the price of what is moſt precious to them ;, rather deſering to loſe the 
fweetneſs of life, tranquility of mind, and all ſorts of Commodities, than to ſee 
in their Houſes That which thcy hate, A Man, who heretofore had his mind 
full of Jealoulie, can no longer endure the company of his Wife, what aſſu- 


rance ſoever he has of her Chaſtity, after once he perceives her to be turd 


Chriſtian ; and parts from her now, when her ations full of Modeſty have 
extinguiſh'd all ſuſpicions, wherewith he was heretofore mov'd, A Father, 
who of a long time endur d the diſobedjence of his Heatheniſh Son, reſolves to 
take from him the hope of ſucceeding bim in his Inheritance, for turning 
Chriſtian, when at the ſame time, executing his Commands without murmu- 
ring. A Maſter that uſed his Slave gently, when his Carriage gave him ſome 
cauſe of diſtruft,, now puts him far from hum, for being a Chriſtian, when he 
hath mo#t aſſurance of his Fidelity. *T'is committing a Crime to correft the 
diſorders of a Man's Life, by the motions of a Holy Converſion to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith ; and the good which is produc'd by [o happy a Change, works not 
ſo powerfully in the minds of Men, as the hatred they have conceiv'd againſt us. 
Indeed this hatred is ſtrange ;, and when I conſider, that the Name of Chriſtian 


only, makes it be ſo, I would —_— know, how a name can be Criminal, 
e 


and how a ſimple word can be Accuſed ? Thus was Chriſtianity wholly 1:- 
famous amongſt the Heathens, contemn'd and deteſted by all ; and where 
Lies were in credit, Calumnies and Slanders confirm'd and back'd. by A4u- 
thority, there was no- other Crime but 774th. And 'twas theſe Calum- 
nies,theſe falſe Accuſations (invented to cry down the Chriſtian Religion,) 


oblig'd Tertwlian to write his Apology, wherein he declar'd to the World, 


that Chriftianity was nothing like that, which the Heathens imagin'd it 
to be : That  /dolarry, Superſtition, _ Cruelty, Treachery, Conſpira- 
cies, &C. was none of their Dottrine, but Condemn'd and Deteſted by 
them ; that theſe Crimes were only the malicious inventions of the Hea- 
abeniſh. Priefts, who finding themſelves unable to withſtand the force of 

Chriſtianity, 
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 Ebriſtianity, had no other way to preſerve themſelves in” Repate, andthe 


People in their Errowr, than by forming an ugly, odious, and moſt horrid 
Viſor, a damnable. Scheme of Religion, then holding this. forth to the 
Wortd, and crying out, . This ss the Relgiow of the Chriſtians, theſe are 
their Principles ; Behold their ignorance, ther Stupidity, their Prophaneneſs ; 
Behold their Inſolence, their Vullanies ;,.a People unſufferable in a Common- 
wealth, Enemies to their Country and their Prince : And thus Repreſenting 
it as Monſtrous as they pleas'd, they brought an odjvem upon as many as 
own'd that name, condemn'd them for Follies and Crimes, that were 
no where, but in their own Imagination, And 'twas not only in Tertul- 
lian's time, that Chriſtianity lay under this ſcandal, but alſo in aſter A- 
ges : And therefore, as for the Vindication of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
he was forc'd to Apologize for his time ;, ſo did after him St. Cyprian, 
Avrnobixs, and many other Eccleſiaſtical Writers ; nay, and under Chri- 
ſtian Emperors, the Calrmnies of the Heathers yet-being urg'd with much 
vigour and confidence, Oroſizes was oblig'd to write- his Hiſtory, and St. 
AuguFtine his City of God, in defence of the FM and Dottzine of Chriſt. _ 
And now, when by the propagation of Chriſtianity#afd the laborious 
endeayours of her Profeſlors, Heatheniſm was pretty well extin&t; yet 
was not. the Mouth. of Malice ſtop'd ; the fame Calumnies, which had 
been invented by the Infidels, being taken up by evil Chriſtians, 'No one 
ving out from the Communion of- the. Church of Chriſt, but what did, 
y reviving old Scandals, (and the addition of freſhones,) endeavour to 
make her 1nfamoxs, and blacken her with ſuch Crimes, as could be thought 
moſt convenient for rendring her Odio to all. It being look'd upon by 
as many as ever went ot of her, the beſt means to juſtifie their Separation, 
and to gain to themſelves the credit of Orthodox Chriſtians ; int 
ker out in all the Anrichriſtian Colours, and repreſent her as Helliſh, as 
wickedneſs could make her. *Tis ſtrange how much ſhe ſufferid, iv this 
Point from the Manichees, and fromthe Donatiſts, and how much pains 
it coſt Saint Auguſtine, to prove their Accuſations to be meer Calummies, 
principally intended to raiſe prejudices in the minds of the People againſt 
her ; that ſo'being convinc'd by theſe Helliſh Artifices, of her teaching, 
«n/ound and prophane Doctrine, wicked Principles, and bumane Inventions in- 
ſtead of Fairh, might never think of going to her, to learn the Truth ;, 
nor even ſo much as ſuſpect her to be the Church of Chriſt, This, Saint 
Auguſtine complains, was the chief cauſe of his continuing in the Errour 
of the Manichees ſo long, and that he impugn'd with ſo much violence 
this Church, And therefore, after he was come to the knowledge of 
the Truth, he diſcoyer'd this to the World for the undeceiving others, 
who were caught in the ſame ſnarc, making it part of hisConfeſlions,(Cox- 
A 3 feſſ. 
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J.1.6.c. 3. p. 1.) When T1 came to diſcover, ſays he, that ——— 1 ming- 
Job ph: | ey and was aſbam'd, that I dokm for ſo many years been 
barking and railing, not againft the Catholith Faith, bur only againſt rhe fitt- 


-0ns Of uy carnal concerts, - For ſotemerarions and tempious was 1, that, thoſe 


things, wwich 1 ought firft to have learned from them by enquiry, 1 firſt charg'd 
pon them by Arcu/ation ; readier to impoſe Falſhoods, than to be inform'd of 
the Truth, And thus 1 ſo blindly atcuſed the Catholick, Church ; now 


ſufficiently clear d ro me that the ranght not the Opinion, 1 ſo wehement ly per oh 


onrted, And this he did, deluded and deceiv'd by the Marichees, And 
now {ſince 'tis certain, that this .has not been the caſe of Saint Auguſtine 
alone, but of as many almolt, as have = ear to the Deſerters of ths 
Church ; nay, is at -this day the caſe of infinite Numbers, who follow- 
ing that Great Father, when as yet in his Errors ; do not enquire, how this 
thing is believ/d or under5tood by ber, but inſultingly oppoſe all , as if ſo un- 
deritood, as they imagine ; not making any difference berwixt that which the 
Catholick, Church teaches, and what they think ſhe teaches ; and ſo believing 
her to be guilty of as many Abſurarries, Follies, Impicties, &c. as the Hea- 
thens did of Old : *Tis evident, there's as much need now of Apologies, 
as ever there was in Tertwllian's, or Saint Argyſtin's time : Not Apolo- 

es to vindicate what is really her Faith and Doctrine ; but rather to clear 
| from ſuch Swperſtitions, Prophaneneſs, and Wicked Principles, as are ma- 
liciouſly or 1gnorantly charg'd upon her. And tho' the number of Calum- 
nies, the in-ſincerity of Adverſarics, the obſtinacy of a byas'd Education 
render a perforrnance in this kind, a juſt Task for a Terrwllian's, or St. 
Auguſtin's hand ; yet becauſe I find no ſuch eminent Pen engag'd in this 
dehgn at preſent ; andthe ſhewing the rrue Religion in its owz Colonrs, 
ſeems a_Duty incumbent on every one that's a lover of Truth ; I'le en- 
deavour to pull off the Yizor from ſuffering Chriſtianity, and Apologize 
for the Carholick.Faith z, that Faith I mean, maintained by thoſe Primitive 
Fathers, with ſo much Vigour and Zeal ; which being firſt planted in the 
Head City of the World by St. Peter, hath been propagated throughont 
the Univerſe, and derived down to us by many Chriſtian Nations, in 
Communion with that See, under the ProteCtion of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
the charge of A Chief Paſtor, which beginning in that great Ajoſtle, has 
continued in a /ſeble Succeſſion to theſe our days. This Faith it is, for 
which at preſent I deſign to make an Apology, which having been in all 
ages violently oppos'd, does at this time moſt wrongfully ſnffer, under 
Calumnies and falſe Imputations, Ile endeavour therefore to ſeparate 
theſe Calrmnics and Scandals, from what is really the Faith and Dottrine 
of that Church ; Ile take off the Black, and Dirt, which has been thrown 


.uPon her ; and ſetting her forth in her genuine complexion, let the World 


ſee 
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fre: how mach fairer fhe is, than the's 7 ; and how much ſhe's wn. 
kke that Adorfter, which is ſhewn' for her. And becanſe* the Members 
of this Church are commonly. —— the name of Papiffs ; I thipk I 
cannot take a more ſincere, = and compendions way, in order to 
the compleating this deſign, than by —_—_ a double Charatter 
of a Papiſt : The one expreſlling a Papiſt in thoſe very colours as he is 
aiened in the imagination of the YValgar, Foul, Black and Antichriſtian ; 
with the chief 4 :5cles of his imagined Behef,, and reputed Priviciples © 

his Profeſſion. The 05ber repreſenting a Papii#, whoſe Faith and exer-. 
cife of his Kehgion, is according to the Drrettion and Command' of bis 
Cornrch. That fo, theſe two being thus ſet together, their difference and 
difp: oportion may be clearly diſcerned, and a diſcovery made, how wnlikg 
Calumny is from Truth ; ard how different a Papiſt really s, from what 
he's ſai4 to be. The former CharaQter is of a Papift Miſ-repreſented ; the 
other of a Papift Repreſented, The former is a Papi fo deform'd and 
monſtrous, that it juſtly deſerves the hatred of as many as own Chriſtia- 
nity ;, 'Tis a PapiF, that has diſtnrb'd this Nation now above an hundred 
years with Fears and Jealouſies ; threatning it continually with Fire and 
Mallacres, and whoſe whole defign has been, to rob the Sovereign of his 
Crown, and the Subjet? of his Liberty and Property. 'Tis a Papi#t; that 
is ſo abominable, ſo malicious, fo nnſafferable in any Civil Government 

that, for my part, I deteſt him from my heart ; I conceiv'd an hatre 

againſt him, and all his, from my Education, when as yet a Proteſtant ; 
and now, being a Roman Catholick, I am not in the leaſt reconcil'd to 
bim, nor his Principles, but hate him yet worſe. I am ſo far from 
thinking the Laws too ſevere againſt ſuch Poziſh Recuſants, that I could 
wiſh a bc greater ſeverity were executed againſt them, their Favourers, 
and all ſuch as make men ſo ſottiſhly Religions. And if to be a Proteſtant, 
nothing more be requiſite, than to proteſt againlt /xch Popery, to hats 
and deteſt it ; I think my ſelf, and all Roman Catholicks, as good Pro- 
teftants, as any whatſoever throughout his Majeities Dominions. And 
1 dare engage; that not only as many Roman Catholicks, as under the 
name of Paps#ts have ſeverely ſmarted in this Nation, for being the Pro- 
feſſors of ſuch kind of Popery, but alſo that all Roman Catholick, Nations 
in the World ſhall ſubſcribe to the condemnation of all /uchPopiſh Prin- 
ciples and Doftrines, ſhall joyn with all good ProtefFanrs for the extin- 
guiſhing it, with all that Profeſs or Practice it, and utter rooting it 
out from his MajeFties three Kingdoms, and the whole Univerſe. The 
other Paps# is one, that lives and believes according to what is preſcrib'd 
in the Council of Trent, in Catechiſms ſet forth by Catholicks, and other 
Spiritual Books, for the Direction and Inſtruction of all in their Com- 
munion 
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munion, whoſe Fatth and Dottrine 1 have here ſet down, with ſome 
Grounds and Reaſons of it, and will fo leave it to Apologize for it ſelf. 
In drawing out the Charatter of the former, I haye quoted no Authors, 
but have deſcrib'd him exattly according to the Apprehenſion I had of a 
Papiſt, fram'd by Me when I was a Proteſtant ; with the addition only 
of ſome few points, which have been violently charg'd againſt Me by 
ſome intimate Friends of late, to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of my choi 
after the quitting of that Communion. The latter is wholly copi 
out from the Papi#F that 1 am now; being the Sum of what 1 was 
taught, when reconcil'd to the Church of Rome, and which after ſixteen 
years converſation with Men of that Communion, .in hearing their Ser- 
mons, in being rm at their Catechiſing, in reading their Books, and 
diſcourſing with them,[I have found to be their Dottrine. I have done both, 
I hope, with Sincerity and Truth,and without Paſſion. For as my endea- 
yours have been, that my Religion ſhould loſe nothing by Les, ſo neither 
do deſire it ſhould gain by them ; And did I but know of .any thing in 
the following Papers, that has any relation to that unchriftian Arrifice, 
I would ſtrike it out immediately. And do here oblige my ſelf, upon 
—_— from Friend or Adverſary, to acknowledge the mi- 
ſtake, as it ſhall be made appear, and make a publick Recantation, But 
it is time, we ſhould ſee. what theſe Papifts are. 


I 


A'PAPIST Mil-repreſented and Repreſenred. 


«a 


I. Of Praying to Images. 


Papiſt Miſ-repreſen- 

eA ted, Worſbips Stocks 
. and Stones for Gods. 

He takes no notice of 

the 02 erage yo but 
etting up Pictures, and Images 
Ei the Virgin Mary, and 
other his Saints; He Prays to 
Them, and puts his Truſt & Con- 
fidence in them; much like as the 
Heathens did in their Wooden 
Gods, Jupiter, Mars, Venus,@c. 
And for this reaſon, He ereits 
ſtately Monuments to Them in his 
Churches, adorns them ſumptu- 
ouſly, burns Candles, offers In- 
cenle, and frequently falls down 
proſtrate before them, and with 
his Eyes fix'd on them, cries out, 


Papiſt Repreſented, believes 
it damnable, to Worſhip 
Stocks & Stones for Gods, 
to Pray to Pittures- or Images of 
Chriſt, the Virgin Mary, or any 0- 
ther Saints ; as alfo, to put any 
Truſt or Confidence in them. He 
keeps them by him indeed, to 
ſerve in his mind the memory of the 
things Repreſented by them ; as 
People are wont to preſerve the me- 
mory of their deceaſed Friends by. 
keeping their Picture, He is taught 
to uſe them, by caſting his eye up- 
on the Piftares or Images, and thence 
to raiſe his heart to the Prototypes, 
and there to imploy it in Medita- 
tion, Love, Thankſgiving, Imitati- 
on, &c. as the Object requires: As 
many good Chriſtians, placing a 
Death'-head before them; from the 
ſight of it, take occaſion to reflect 


Help me Mary, affift me Antho- F.. upon their laſt end, in order 
ny, remember me Ignatiws. to their better preparing for it ; or 
by ſeeing Old Time painted with his Fore-lock,, Howr-Glaſs and Scythe, 
turn their thoughts upon the ſwiftneſs of Time, and that whoſoever neg- 
ledts the preſent, is in gee. of beginning then to lay hold, when there's 
no more to come. Theſe Pitures or Images having this advantage, that 
they inform the mind by one glance, of what in reading requires a Chap- 
ter, and ſometimes a Yolume. There being no other Slrcnce between 
them, then that Reading repreſents /ezſurely, and by. degrees 3 anda Pi- 
tHure, all at once, Hence he finds a convenience in ſaying; his Prayers 
with ſome devout Piftwres before him ;. he being no ſooner diſtracted 
B 


” 


but 
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but the ſight of theſe, re-cals his wandring thoughts to the right Objet; 
and as certainly brings Tomething good into his mind, as an immode## 
Pittnre diſtorbs bs heart with navghtineſs, | And' becauſe he. is ſenſible, 
that theſe holy Piftures and Images repreſent and bring to his mind ſuch 
Objects, which in his heart he loves, honours, and venerates ; he can- 
not, but upon that account, love, honour, and reſpeCt the Images them- 
/elves, As whoſoever loves their Hmband, Child, or Friend, cannot but 
have ſome love and reſpect for their Pictures ; and whoſoever loves and 
honours bis Kirg, will have ſome honour and eſteem for his Image : Not 
that he venerates v + fn; or- Pitture, tor any Fire or Divinity be- 
liey'd to bein then, or for any thing that is to be petition'd of them ; 
but becauſe the honour that 15 exhibited to chem, is refer'd to the Proro- 
types which they repreſent. So that 'tis not properly the Images he ho- 
nours; but Chriſt and his Saints by the Images : As it is not properly the 
Images or Pittures of Kings or Dukes we generally reſpeCt or injure ; but 
by thetr 1mages or -Piftures we reſpect or injure Kings or Dukes them- 
ſelves. All the veneration therefore he expreſſes before Images, whether 
by kneeling, praying, lifting up the Eyes, burning Candles, Incenſe, &c. 
tis not at all done for the /mage, but is wholly referr'd to the things re- 
preſented, which he intends to honour by theſe ations. And how, by 
ſo doing, he breaks the Second Commandment, he cannot conceive ; for he 
acknowledges only one God, and to him alone gives Sovercign Honour ; 
and is ſo tar from honouring Images as Gods, that for any ones fatisfa- 
Qtion, he is ready to hreak or tear a Crucifix, or other Image whatſoever, 
into a thouſand pieces, and caſt-them into the fire. And what reſpect he 
thews them, ſeems to him no more injurious to any of the Commanaments, 
than 'tis for a Chriſtian to love and honour his Netghboxr, becauſe he bears 
the [mage of God in his Sow ; to kiſs and eſteem theBzble, becauſe it contains 
and repre/ents to him God's Word ;, or tolove a good Preacher, becauſe he 
minds him of his Dwy ; all which reſpettsdo-not at all derogate from God 
Almighty's Honour ; but are rather Teſtimonies of our greater Love and 
Honour of him, ſince,for his ſake, we love and eſteem every thing, that has 
| anyreſpett or relation to him. 


_. I; Of 'Worſhipipg Saints. 


| E telieves there's only ce God, 
HH: makes Gods of Dead Þ- and that tis a moſt damazble 


= Men, ſuch as ere depar- Iaolatry to make Gods of 'Men, ci- 
hence, and now are m0 me ther living or dead, His Church tea- 
able to hear , or lee ,- or under- ches him indeed, (and he believes) 
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ſtand hi neceſſities. And tho God 
be fo good as to invite all to come 
wnto him, and to apply themſelves 
to their only and Infinite Medias 
tor Jelus Chriſt : Tet ſo Hupid/ 
is He, that neglefting, and, as it 
were, paſſing by both God and his 
only Son, and all their Mercies, 
he betakes himſelf ts his Saints, 
and there pouring forth his Pray- 
ers, he confides in them as his 
Mediators ad Redeemers, azd 
expects no Bleſſing, but what is to 
come to him by their Merits, and 
through their hands : And thus, 
without ſcruple or remorſe, robs 


God of his Honour. 
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That it is good and reed ro deſore 
the In: erceſſion of the Saints, ads 
with Chrift im Heaven; but that they 
are Gods, or his Redeemers, he is no 
where taught ; but deteſts all ſuch 
Doctrine. He confeſſes, That we 
are all'redeem'd by the Blood of 
Chriſt alone, and that he is our only 
Mediator of. Redemption : But as for 
Mediators of Interceſſion, ( that is, 
fuch as we may detire lawfully to 
pray for us) he does not doubt, but 
tis acceptable to God, we fhould 
have many. MAfoſes was ſuch a Mes 
diator for the 1ſrattires ; Fob for his 
three Friends ; Stephen for his Per- 
ſecutors. The Romans 

were thus defir'd by - Rome. 
St. Paul to be his Afe- ' EP ad Cor. 
diators.; {0 were the _- 


Corifthians, ſo the Epheſians ;, ſo almoſtevery fk man deſires the C ongre- 


gation to be-his Mediators ;, that isz 


to- be remember'd. in their 


nd part-of his-Faith, noras it:muc 


And ſo he deſires the Bleed in; Heaven to be his Meazators ; that is, that 
they would Pray to God for him, And in this, he does not at all neglect 
coming to God, or rob him of his Honour ; but*directing all his Prayers 
up to him, and making him the timare Objeft of alt his Petitions, he on- 
ly deſires ſometimes the Juſt 02 Earth, ſometimes ebo/e-ire Heaven, to joyn 
their Prayers to his, that ſo the number ot Perirroners being tncreas'd, the 
Petition may find better acceptance in the ſight of God. And this is not 
to make; them Gods, bnt-only Petzrzoners 2a. Gad . 'tis-pgt to make them 
his Zederrers; but. only Interceſſars 10 his. Redeemer ;, hg yauyng no_ hopes 
of obtaining anything, but at God atone, by, and throngh the Merits of 
.Chrift;; for which he defires the Saws in Heaven, and good men on Eattlr, 
to offex up their Praycrs. with. his ; the Prayers of the Þ+ aygilipg much 
before God. But now, how the Saints in Heaven kaow-the Prayers and Ne- 
cefſitiesof ſuch, whoaddrefs themſelves to themy whether ſby-The Miniſtry 
of. Angels, or in the: Viſion of Godzor by ſome pastieular Revelation, 0s 

h-bis, concery.it, ſhduld-g dereayma', 


For'his- part. he' does not! doubt, but: that. God, who. acquamied.the Pro- 


phets 'with the- knowledge of things; that were: yet .t0- come-many. hun- 
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dred years after ; That inform'd Elijah of the King of Syri«'s Counſel; - 
tho? private, reſolv'd on in his Bed-chamber, and art a diſtance; (2 Kings 
6. 12.) can- never want means of letting the Saints know the deſires 0 

thoſe who beg their Interceſſion here on Earth : Eſpecially ſince our Sa- 
viour tells, "That Abraham heard the Petitions of Dives, who was yet at 
a greater diſtance, even in Hell; and told him likewiſe the manner of his 
living, while as yet on Earth, . Nay, ſince 'tis generally allow'd, that e- 
ven the very Devils hear thaſe deſperate wretches, who cail on them : 
Why ſhould he doubt, that Sainrrs want this Priviledge, in ſome manner 
granted to ſinful Men, and to wicked Spirits ; who, (tho' departed this 
life) are.not ſo properly dead, as tranſlated from a mortal life, to an im- 
mortal one z where, enjoying God Almighty, they loſe no PerfeCtions 
which they enjoy.d,, while. on- Earth , - but poſſeſs all in-a more eminenr 


manner; having more Charity,.more Love, and being more acceptable to - | 


God than ever ; becoming like Angels : And as. theſe offered up their 
Prayers for Feru/alem, and the. Cities of Judah, ( Zach, 1, 12.) fo un- 
doubtedly they likewiſe fall down before the Lamb, having every one of 
them Harps, and golden Vials full of Odours, which are the Prayers of the 


Saints, APQC. 5. 8. 
3. Of Addreſſing more Supplications to theV irg, Mary than to Chriſt, -. g 


HE believes the Virgin Mary T.JE _- _ ir damnable tothink 
A to be much more powerful in #- & © ” gin 2ary more power- 
Heaven than. Chrif .,, and that -_ in Heaven than Chriſt; Or that 
'1 7: e can in-any thing command him. 

| ſhe can command hins0 do what. x44 ponours her indeed, as one that 
ihe thinks. good . And for -T his * was choſen to be Mother. of God, 
reaſon he honours her much more and bleſſed among# all Women : And 
than he does her Son, - or God the believes her-to be moſt acceptable 
Father For one Prayer be ſays © = pane emo png _ us : 

+ Ter: jp, Bu ill as a Cr 

rt ſaying ten' to the, Holy and that all. ſhe has of Bunitaioyar 
HER... Bliſs, is the Gift of God, proceed- 
ing from his meer- Goodneſs. Neither does ke at any time fay even ſo 
much-as one Prayer to her, but what is direfted more prizcipally to God , 
becauſe-offered up as a Thankful Memorial of Chriſt's {ncarnation,” and 
an acknowledgment of the: Bleſſedneſs. of Jeſus. the Fruit of  ber--Womb, 
And this withont imagining that-there's any more diſhonouring of God 
in his reciting the Angelica! Salutation , than-in the firſt pronouncing it 
by the_Angel Gabrieland Ekzabeth : Or that his frequent. Repetition- af 


it is any more an idle Superſtition, than it was in David to repeat the - ! 


ſame words over twenty ſix times #n the 136 Pſalm. IV. Of 
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IV. Of paying Divine Worſhip to Relicks. 


E believes 4 kind of Divi- 

nity to remain in the Re- 
licks of his reputed Saints , and 
therefore Adores © their Rotten 
Banes, their _—_— fleſh, their 
old Rags, with Divine Honour; 
Keeling. down to them, kiſſing 
them, and going in Pilgrimage to 
their Shrines & Sepulchres. And 
he is ſo far poſſeſs d with a com> 
ceited Deity lying hid in thoſe 
ſenſeleſs Remains, that he foo!- 
iſbly believes they work greater 
Miracles, and raiſe more to life, 


E believes it damnable to think” 
there's any Divinity in the 
Relicks of Saints; or to Adore them 
with Divine Honour, or to Pray to 
their rotten Bones, old Rags or 
Shrines, or that they can work any 
ſtrange Cures or Miracles, by any 
hidden Power of their own. But he 
believes it good and lawful to keep 
them with-a Veneration, and give 
them a Religions honour and reljet. 
And this he thinks due to them, in 
as much as knowing himfelf oblig'd 
to reſpett and-honour God Almigh- 
ty from” his heart z he looks upon 
himſelf alſo oblig'd to reſpett and 
honour every thing that has-any 


than ever Chrift Himſelf did. particular Relation to him : But this - 


with an iferiour honour ; as the Jews did to the Ark, to the Tables of 
of the Law, to Moſes's Rod, to the Temple, to the Prieſts : So we gene- 
rally allow to the Zible, becauſe it contains God's Word; to the Church, 
becauſe it is God's Houſe ; to Holy Men and Prieſts, becauſe they are God's 
Servants, And ſo he does to Kelicks, becauſe they appertain to God's Fa- 
vourites , and, being inſenſible things, are yet very-ſenſible Pledges, and 
lively Memorzals of Chriſt's Servants, dead indeed to us; but alive with 
him in Glory. And more eſpecially, becauſe God. himſelf has been pleas'd 
to honour them, by making them 7»ſtruments of many evident Miracles 
he has viſibly work'd-by them ;, as 1s manifeſt upon undeniable Record.” 
And thus he believes as caſie for God Almighty now, and as muchvedoun» 
ding to the honour of his Holy Name, -as it was in the Ofd Liap,to* work 
ſuch Miraculous efte&s by o/es's Rod, by Gideor's Trumpets, by Elias's 
Mantle, after he was taken up into Heaven, ( 2 Kings 2. 14. ) Eliſem's 
Bones, ( 2 Kings 13. 21. ) and infinite other ſuch like inſezſoble Things : 
Andalſoin the New Law; by the Hem of his own Garment; (Az; 9. 21.) 
by the Shadow of St. Perer, ( As 5. 15.) by the Napkins and Heandker- 

chefs that bad but tonch'd the Body of. St. Pawl, caſting out Devils, and 
curing Diſeaſes, ( As 19. 12.) and ſuch like. And thus by having a- 
Veneration and Reſpect for theſe, he honours God : And does not _ 


6 
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but that they that contemn and prophane theſe, do the” like to. God, as 
much as they did, who prophan'd the Bread of Propoſition, the Tem;le, and 


Veſſels that belong'd to it. 


V. Of the EUCHARIST. 


H=- believes it lawfu! to com- 
mit Idolatry, and makes it 
his daily prattice to Worſhip and 
Adore a Breaden God , giving 
Divine Honour to thoſe Poor, 
_ Elements of Bread and 

ine. Of theſe he asks Pardon 
for his fins; of theſe he deſires 
Grace and Salvation ; Theſe he 
acknowledges to have been his 
Redeemer & Saviour, and hopes 
fer no good but what tis to come 
to him by means-of theſe houſe- 
hold Gods. . And then for his 
Apology, he alledges ſuch grofs 
tomtradiftions, ſo contrary to all 
ſenſe and reaſon, that whoſoever 
will be a Papiſt, muff be no Man: 
Fondly believing, that what he 
adores, is no Bread or Wine, but 
Chriſt really preſent under thoſe 

arantes; and thus makes 4s 
many Chrifts, az many Redee- 
mers, 4 there are Churches , 
Altars or Prieſts. When, accord- 
ing to Gods Infallible Word,there 


is but. one Chri#t, and He not on> "\ 


Earth, but at- the right hand of 


his Father i» Hexven. 


E believes it unlawful to com- 

mit Idolatry ; and moſt dam- 

nable to Worſhip or Adore any Brea- 
den God, or to give Divine Honour 
to any Elements of Bread and Wine. 
He Worſhips only one God, -who 
made Heaven and Earth, and his 
only Son Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer; 
who, being in all things equal to his 
Father, in Truth and Omanipotency, 
he believes, made his words good, 
pronounc'd at his laſt Supper real- 
ly giving his Body and Blood to his 
Apoſtles ; the Subſtance of Bread 
and Wine being by his. powerfull 
Words chang'd into his own Body 
and Blood, the Species or Accidents 
of the Bread and Wine remaining 
as before. The ſame he believes of 
the moſt Holy Sacrament of the Ex- 
chariſt, conſecrated now by Prieſts ; 
That it really contains the Body of 
Chriſt, which was deliver'd for us ; 
and his Blood, which was ſhed for 
the remiſſion of Sins: Which being 
there united with the Divinity, he 
confeſſes Whole Chri#t to be preſent, 
And him he adores and acknow- 
ledges his Redeemer, and not any 
Bread or Wine. And for the belie- 
ving of this Myſtery, he does nat at 
all rhink-ir meet for any -Chriſtiari 
to appeal from Chriſt's Words, to his 
own Senſes or Reaſon, for the exa- 


mining the truth of what he has faid z but rather to ſubmit his Sen/es 


and 
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and Reaſon to Chriſt's Words in the obſequiouſneſs of Faith : And thar 
' being a Son of Abraham, "tis more becoming him to believe as Abraham 
did, promptly, with a Faith ſuperiour to all Senſe or Reaſon, and whither 
theſe could never lead him. With this Faith it 1s, he believes, every My- 
#ery of his Religion, the Trinity, Incarnation, &c. With this Faith he be- 
lieves that what deſcended upon our Savior at his Baptiſm in Jordan, 
was really the Holy Ghoſt, thongh Senſes or Reaſon could diſcover it to be 
nothing but a Dove: With this Faith he believes, That the Man that Foſhna 
ſaw itanding over againſt him with his Sword drawn, ( Joſh. 5. 13.) 
and the three Men that Abraham entertain'd in the Plains of Mambre, 
( Gen, on were really and ſubſtantially 9 Mer ;, and that notwithſtan- 
ding all the information and evidence of Sen/e from their Colour, Fea- 
tures, Proportion, Talking, Eating, and many others, of their being Men x 
yet, without any diſcredit to his Senſcs, he really believes they were no 
ſuch thing, becauſe God's Word has aſlared him-of the contrary : And 
with this Faith he believes Chriſt's Body and Blood ro be really preſent un 
the Bleſſed Sacrament, though, to all appearance, there's nothing more 
than Bread and Wine : Thus, not at all hearkning to his Senſes in a mat- 
ter where God ſpeaks, he unfeignedly confeſſes, That he that made the 
World of nothing by his ſole word - That cured Difeaſes by his Ward : 
That raiſed the Dead by his Word : Thar expell'd Devils : That com- 
manded the Winds and Scas : That multiplied Bread : That changed 
Water into Wine by his Word, and Sinners into Juſt Men, cannot want 
Power to change Bread and Wine into his own Body and Blood by his 
fole Word. And this withotit danger of multiplying his Body, of making 
as many Chriſts as Altars, or leaving the right hand of his Father, But 
only by giving to his Body a ;» 91 manner of Exiſtence ; by which, 
being left without exrerſion of parts, and rendred independert of place, 
it-may be one and the fame in many places at oace, and whole in every 
part of the Symbols, and not obnoxious to any corporeal Contingencies. 
And this kind of Exiſtence is no more, than what in a manner he beſtows 
upon every Glorified Body : Than what his own Body. had, when born 
without the leaſt violation of his Mothers Virginal Integrity : When 
he aroſe from the. Dead, out of the Sepulchre, without removing the 
Stone : When he entred 2mongſt his Diſciples, the Doors being ſhut. 
And though he cannot underſtand how this is done, yet he undoubtedly 
believes, Thar God is able to do mbre than He is abke.to underſtand. 


Vt. 
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VI. Of Merits and Good Works. 


H*- Believes Chriſt's Death 
4.4 & Paſſion to be inneffettual, 
and inſignificant, and that he has 


10 dependance upon the Merits of 
his Sufferings, or the Mercy of 


God for the obtaining Salvation; 
but that he is to be ſav'd by his 


own Merits. And, for this reaſor 


he very zealouſly buiſy in Faſting, 
in Whipping himſelf, in Watch- 
ing , in going in Proceſſion, in 
wearing Hair-ſhirts, and uſing 4 
. thouſand ſuch like Mortifications: 
And having done this, he thinks 
himſelf not at all beholding toGod 
for his Salvation,and that to give 
him Heaven, will be no favour : 
It being now his due, upon the ac- 
,count of his own Meritorious At- 
chievements, without any God-a- 
mercy to Chriſt's Paſſion, or his 
Makers Goodneſs. 


4 E believes it damnable ta ſay 


that Chriſt's Death and Pai- 
ſion is ineffeCtual and inſignificant : 
And that 'tis the DoCtrine of Devils 
to believe, That he has no depen- 


dance for his Salvation upon the 


Merits of Chriſt's Sufferings, or the 
Mercy of God ; but only upon his 
own Merits and good Works. 'Tis 


his Faith to believe, That of our 


ſelves we are not ſufficient, ſo much 
as to think a good thonght, that the 
Grace by which we are juſtified, . is 
given us purely gratis upon the ac- 
count of Chriſt's Merits ; more- 
over, that no Man, how jult ſoever, 
can. Merit any thing, either in this 
life, or in that to come, indepen- 
dant on the Merits and Paſſion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Nevertheleſs, that 
through the Merits of Chriſt, the 
Good Works of a Juſt Man procee- 
ding from Grace, are ſo acceptable 
to God, that through his Goodneſs 
and Promiſe, they are truly Merito- 
riows of Eternal Life. And this he 


has learn'd from the Apoſtle, (2 Ti. 4. 8. ) where he is taught, that 
there is a Crown of Juſtice, which our Lord, a juſt Judge, will render. at 
the laſt day, not only to Saint Paul, but alſo to all thoſe, that ſhall have 
fought a good fight, and conſummated their courſe, kept the Faith, and 
lov'd his coming. Knowing therefore that at the day of Judgement, he 
. ts to receive according to his Works : He endeavours by good Works to-make 

bis Vocation and Eleftton ſure, And in following this Councel, he thinks he 


no more offends againſt the fulneſs of the Merits of Chriſt's, or God's 
Mercy, than the Apoſtle does in giving it. 


VIL Of 
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| VI. Of Confeſhon. 


E believes it part of his Re- 
ligion to make Gods of Men; 
fooliſhly thinking that theſe have 
power to forgive ſins. And there- 
fore as often as he finds his Con- 


HE believes it damanable in any 
Religion to make Gods of 
Men. However he firmly holds, that 
when Chriſt ſpeaking to his Apo- 
ſtles, faid, (Fob. 20. 21.) Receive ye 
the Holy Ghoſt ; whoſe ſins you ſhall 


ſcience oppreſs d with the guilt of forgive, they are forgiven, and whoſe 
his Offences ; he calls for one of ſins you ſhall retain, they are retained : 


his Prieſts, who are commonly 
more wicked than himſelf, and 
falling at his feet, he unfolds to 
bim the whole ſtate of his Soul ; 
and having run over a Cata- 
logue of his ſins, he asks of him 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs. And 
what is moſt abſurd of all, he is 
ſo fillity Jem as to believe, That, 
if his Ghoſtly Father, after he 
has heard all his Villanies in his 
Ear, does but pronounce three or 
four Latin words, making the ſign 
of a Crols with two fingers and a 
thumb over his head, his ſins are 
forthwith forgiven him, although 
he had never any thoughts of a- 
mendment, or intention to for- 


ſake his wickedneſs. 


He gave to them, and their Succeſ- 
ſors, the Biſhops and Prieſts of the 
Catholick Church, Authority to Ab- 
ſolve any truly Penitent Sinner from 
his ſins. And God having thus giver 
them the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, 
and made them Chriſt's Legates, (2 
Cor. 5. 18. 19. 12.) Chriſt s Mini- 
ſters, and the Diſpenſers of the My- 
feeries of Chrift, and given them 
power to looſe on Earth whatſoever was 
to be looſed in Heaven, (Matt. 18. 
18.) he undoubtedly believes, that 
whoſoever comes to them making 
a ſincere and humble confeſſion of 
his ſins, with a firm purpoſe of a- 
mendment, and a hearty Reſolution 
of turning from his evil ways, may 
from them receive Abſolution , by 
the Authority given them from 
Heaven, and not doubt but God ra- 
tifies above, the ſentence pronoun- 
ced in that Tribunal; LZooſing in 


Heaven whatſoever is thus looſed by them on Earth, And that, whoſoever 
comes without the due Preparation, without a Repentance from the bot- 
tom of his heart, and real intention of forſaking his fins, receives no be- 
nefit by the Ab/olution ; but adds finto fin, by a high contempt of God's 


Mercy, and abuſe of his Sacraments, 


S 


o 'V 


HE believes, that his Holy Fa 
ther the Pope, can give him 
leave to commit what ſins he plea- 
ſeth ; Eſpecially, if he can make 
him a preſent of a round Sum of 
Money, he never need doubt of 
au Indulgence or Pardon for 
himſelf and his Heirs for ever, 
for all ſorts of Crimes or Wick- 
edneſs, he, or any of his Po#terity 
may have convenience of fallin 
into. And having this Commil- 
hon in his Pocket, under the 
Pope's Broad-Seal, he may be 
confident that Chriſt will confirm, 
and ſtand to all that his Vicar up- 
on Earth has granted, and not 
call him to any account for any 
thing he has done, although he 
ſhould chance to die without the 
teaſt remorſe of Conſcience, or 
Repentance for his ſins. 


entec 


VII. Of Indulgences. 


s Repre ented. 


E believes it damanable to hold, 
H that the Pope, or any other 
Power in Heaven or Earth, can give 
him leave to commit any ſins what- 
ſocver : Or,that for any Sum of Mo- 
ney he can obtain an Indulgence or 
Pardon for fins that are to be com- 
mitted by him, or his Heirs, here- 
after. He firmly believes that no ſins 
can be forgiven, but by a true and 
hearty Repentance : But that ſtill , 
there is a Power in the Church, of 


7 granting [ndalgences, which con- 


cern not at all the Remiſſion of ſins 
either Mortal or Venial 3 but only of 
ſome Temporal Puniſhments remai- 
ning due aftcr the Guilt is remitted. 
So that they are nothing elſe, but a 
Mitigation or Relaxation upon juſt 
cauſes, of Canonical Penances, which 
are, or may be injoyn'd by the Pa- 
ftors of the Church, on Penitent 
ſinners, according to their ſeveral 
degrees of demerit. And this he is 
taught to be grounded, on the judi- 
ctary Power, left by Chriſt in his 


Church, of binding and looſing : whereby Authority was given to erect a 
Court of Conſcience, to aſlign Penalties, or releaſe them, as circumſtances 
thould require. And this Authority he knows Saint Paul plainly own'd ; 
(2 Cor, 2. 6.) where he decreed a Penance ; ſufficient (ſays. he) ro ſuch a 
man, is this puniſhment : And, (2 Cor. 2. 10!) where he releaſed one; For 
your ſaks (ſpeaking of the Penance injoyn'd the Inceſtuous Corinthian,) I 
forgive it in the Perſon of Chriſt. And what Money there is given at any time 
on this account, concerns not at all the Pope's Coffers, but is by every one 
given as they pleaſe, either to the Poor, to the Sick, to Priſoners, &c. 
wherefore they judge it moſt Charity. And tho' he acknowledges many 
abuſes have been committed in Granting and Gaining Indulgences, through 
the default of ſome particular Perſons ; yet he cannot imagine how ' theſe 

can 


can in Juſtice be c 


them : As may be ſeen by what was done in the Council of Trent. 


de Indulg. cam poteſt as. 
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d uFon the Chwreh, to the prejudice of her Faith 
and Dottrine ; eſpecially, fince ſhe has been ſo carefal in the retrenching 


Dec. 


IX. Of Satisfaftion, 


E believes very imjurouſly 
of Chri#t"s Paſſion, being 
perſwaded, that his Sufferings 
and Death were not ſuſficiently 
ſatisfactory for our ſins ; but that 
it is neceſſary for every one tp 
make \atisfaCtion for themſelves. 
And for this end, after he has 
been at Confeſſion, the Prieſt in- 
Jjoyns hims a Penance ; ; by the per- 
formance of which, he is to fa- 
tishe for his offences ; Ard thus 
confidently relying upon his own 
Penitential Works, he utterly 
evacuates Chriſt's Paſſion ; and 
though he profeſſes himſelf © 4 
Chriftian, and that Chriſt is his 
Saviour ; yet by his little truſt- 
ing to him, he ſeems to think him 
to be no better, than what his 
Crucifhx = lppts him, that is, 4 


E believes it damnable, to 
think injurioully of Chriſt's 
Paſſion. Nevertheleſs he be- 
lieves, that tho' condign Satisf attion 
for the Guilt of Sin, and the pain 
Eternal due to it, be proper only 
to Chriſt our Saviour ; yet that Pe- 
nitent Sinners being Redeem'd by 
Chriſt, and made his Members, 
may in ſome meaſpre ſatisfie by 
Prayer, Faſting, Alms, &c. for the 
_ Pain, which by order of 
's Jultice, ſometimes remains 
due, after the Guilt, and the Erer- 
nal Pain are remitted. So that tru- 
ſting in Chriſt as his Redeemer, he 
ar oes not . think that. by Chriſt's 
2 yg br} every Chriſtian is dif- 
arg d of ts particular Sufterings; 
but that-every one.is to ſaffer ſome- 
thing for himſelf, as Saint Paw did, 
who by tribulations, andin a; 


in his ows. did oy 
Hoh F; re edof the 


only K Vin * 


ſal x poorns 5 ( aloſſn"2 SO LIDLES 
elf, but, Chigeb, C I» [Os 
6 + hee leadmoniſh'd of dy een "hens omg 
Penancein F by 1c Sack-cloath ny ws, I» 
wy ice. Anditheſe 7  PoſndSri 
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_ our fins ;\ and which ve are to 


undergo, 
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undergo, notwithſtanding the Infinize Satisfattion made by Chriſt, and 
without any undervaluing it. Now being thus convinc'd of ſome Tem- 
poral Puniſhments being due to his ſins, he accepts of all Tribulations, whe- 
ther in Body, Name or Eſtate, from whence-ſoever they come, and, with 
others of his own chuling, offers them up to God, for the diſcharging this 
debt, ſtill confeſſing, that his Offences deſerve yet more. But theſ-Peni- 
tential Works he is taught to be no otherwiſe /at#sfattory, than as joyn'd 
and apply'd to that ſatisfattion which Jeſus made upon the Croſs ; in vir- 
tne of which alone, all our good Works find a grateful acceptance tn God's 
ſtghr. 
X. Of Reading the Holy Scripture. 


E believes it part of his 


Duty to think meanly of 


the Word of God, to ſpeak irre- 
wverently of the Scripture ; to do 
what he is able, to leſſen the re- 
pute of it, and bring it into diſ- 

race» And for this end, he ſays 
zt is obſcure, full of —_ 
expreſſions, plain contradictions, 
not fit to be read by the Vulgar, 
nor fit to beTranſlated into Vulgar 


Languages : And without reſpect 
to Chriſt 


, or his Apoſtles, pro-' 


phanely Preaches, that no Ten 
Books in the World have done ſo 
much miſchief to Chriſtianity as 
this oxe : And under. a vain pre- 
tence of preventing farther incon- 
wveniences, endeavours to deprive 


all of this Spiritual comfort, of 
this FHea- 


this Divine Food, 
venly Light ; that 'ſo bei 
in darknels, they. may bs 4 


E believes it damnable in any 

one to think, ſpeak, or do any 

thing irreverently towards the Scrip- 
ture ;, or by any means whatſoever 
to bring 1t into diſ-repute or diſ- 
grace, He holds it in the higheſt 
Veneration of all Men living, he 
profeſles it to be the Dew of Hea- 
ven, Oracles of God, Fountain of Eter- 
nal Life; that to prophane it, is to 
incur the guilt of Damnation : And 
that we are rather bound to loſe our 
lives, than concur any way to its 
prophanation. 'Tis true, he does 
not think it fit, to be read generally 
by all, without Licence, or in the 
Vulgar-Tongues : Not for any diſ-re- 
mm to It; But, I. Becauſe he un- 
erſtands, that private Interpretation 
is not proper for the Scripture, 2 Per. 
1,20, II. Becauſe thatin the Epi- 
ſtles of Saint Pant are cerrain things 
hard to be underſtood, which the un- 
learned and unſtable deprave, (as alſo 


the reſt of the Scriptures.) t6 their own 
_ perditzon. I. 
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4. 11. For theſe Reaſons he is taught, That 'tis not convenient for the 
Scripture to be read indifferently tor all men, but only ſuch as have expreſs 
Licence, and good teſtimony from their Curares ;, that they are h»mble, 
diſcreet and devout Perſons ;, and ſuch as are willing to obſerve direCftions 
in the peruſing this Sacred Volume : That is, take notice of all Godly Hi- 
ſtories, and imitable examples of Humility, Chaſtity, Obedience, Mercy 
to the Poor, &c, and all ſuch places as are apt to provoke and ſtir up the 
hatred of Sin, fear of God's Judgements, love of Virtue, &c. and in all 
Hard, Obſcure and Diſputable Points to refer all to the Arbitrement of the 
Church, to the judgement of thoſe whom God hath appointed Paſtors and 
Dottors : Never preſuming to contend, controul, teach, or talk of their 
onn Senſe and Phanſie in deep Queltions of Nivinity, and high Myſteries 
of Faith ; but expeCting the ſenſe of the/e from the Lips of the Prieſt, who 
ſhall keep kyowleage, and from whoſe mouth they ſhall require the Law, Mal. 2.7. 
And this Caution 1s uſed, leſt that the Scriprure coming into the hands of 
a preſuming ſort of proud, curious and contentious People, be abuſed and 

erted ; who make it their buſineſs to enquire into Dogmatical, My- 
itical, High and Hidden ſecrets of God's Counſels, into Predeſtination, 
Reprobation, Eleftion, Pre-ſcience, and other ſuch incomprehenſible Myſteries ; 
anq upon the preſumption of I know not what Spirir, immediately be- 
come Teachers, Controllors and Judges of Dottors, Church, Scripture and all ; 
and acknowledging no Authority left by Chriſt, to which they are to ſub- 
mit ; under pretence of Scripture and Gods Word, make way for all ſorts 
of Prophaneneſs, Irreligion and Atheiſm. So that 'tis not for the preſerving 
Ignorance, he allows a reſtraint upon the reading the Scrjpeures, but for the 
preventing a blind ignorant Pre/umption. And that it may be done to edi- 
Dey and not to deſtrutFion, and. without caſting the holy to dogs, or pearls 
to [wine, 


XI. Of Apocryphal Books. 


| E believes it lawful to E believes it damnable to add 


make what Additions to any thing to the Scripture. 
And yet allows the Fooks of Toby, 


Scripture his Party thinks good ; | 

. udith, Eccleſraſticus, Wiſdom, Mac- 
and th ol efor e takes no notice of rn, to een : f__— the 
the autient Canon approved by chyrcy of Chriſt has dec'ar'd them 
the Apoſtles,and Primitive Chri= ſuch ; not only in theſe later Ages, 
ſtians ; but allaws. equal Authori= but even in the Primitive times;-- St. 
ty to the Books of Toby, Judith, Gregory Nazianzen. ( Orat. de"S'S. 


iccleſiaſticus, Wiſdom, and the /Haceh. )-who lived in the year 3 $4 
\z.0 


Macchabees as to the other part 
of the Scripture ; although theſe 
were always rejected by the Jews, 
never extant in the Hebrew Co- 
py, and expreſly condemn'd by St. 
Jerome, as not Canonical, and 
never admitted by the Church, 
but only of late years, in ſome of 
their Synods, which made theſe 
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Alſo St. Ambroſe, ( hb. de Jacob. & 
wit, beat, ) An. 370. Immocent, 1. ( Ep. 
ad Exup.) They were alfo received 
by the Third Council of Carthage, 
Anno 4.19. which approv'd all theſe 
Books as Canomcal, Can. 47. and 
was ſubſcrib'd by St. Augaftine, and 
confirm'd in the Sixth General Sy- 
nod. Auguſt. ib. 2. Dott.Chriſt.cap.$. 
So that to him 'tis of little concern, 
whether they were ever in the He. 


Innovations contrary #0 the ſenſe ,,, Copy ; the Canon of the Church 
of their Anceſtors. of Chritt being of much more An- 
thority with hira, than the Canon of the Jews : He having no other aſſu- 
rance that the Eooks of ſes, and the four Goſpels, are the true Word of 
God, but by the Authority and Canon of the Church, And this he has 
learn'd from that great Doctor St. Augyſtine, who declares his mind plain- 
ly in this caſe, ſaying, That he would not believe the Goſpel, except the Au- 
thority of the Catholick, Church mov/d him thereunto, ( Contra Ep. Fundam, 
C. 4. ) Now he is well ſatisfied, that many doubted whether theſe Books 
were Canonical or no; and amongſt others, St. Ferom ;, becauſe the Church 
had not declar'd them ſo : But ſince the Church's Declaration, no Catho- 
lick ever doubted ; no more than of other Books, viz. of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, the Epi#tle of Sr. James, the ſecond of St, Peter, the ſecond and 
third of St, John, Sr. Jude's Epitle, and the Apocalyps : All which were 
for many years after the Apoſtles time donbted of ; but afterwards decla- 
red and receiv'd as Canonical, This he finds St. Ferome expreſly confeſ- 
ſing of himſelf, viz. That for ſome time the Book, of Judith ſeemed to him 
Apocryphal ;, to wit, till the Council of Nice declar'd it otherwiſe. Pref. 
in Fudith, The like he affirms of St. James's Epiſtle ;, that it was doubted 
of by many, for ſeveral years ;, Paulatim tempore procedente meruit authori- 
ratem : By little and little in proceſs of rime it gain'd Authority, De wiris 
aluſ. verb. Jacobus, For this reaſon he matters.not what Books have 
been reputed Apocryphal by ſome, and for ſome years : But only what 
Books are Receiv/d and Declar'd by the Church, Canonical, in what year, 
and at what time foever. For believing the ſame {pirit of. Trath aſſiſts 
her in all Ages; he looks upon himſelf equally oblig to receive her De- 
finitions of the Year 4.19. as of any of the precedent years: It not — 


poſlible for Chrilt to fail of his Promiſe, or the Holy Ghoſtto ery or 
gaide the Church in that year, more than in ay other, 
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II; 


XII. Of the Vulgar Edition of the Bible. 


[- makes no Conſcience of 


abuſing che Scripture, 

and perverting, for the mainte- 

nance of his Errours and Super- 

ftitions. And therefore, though 

he dares not altogether lay it by ; 

leſt he ſhould, by ſo doing, loſe 

all claim to Chriſtianity : Tet he 

utterly _— it, asit is in 

its genuine Truth and Purity,and 

as allow'd in the Church of Eng- 

land ; and crying this down, he 

believes it unlawful to be read by 

any of his Communion. And then 
puts into their hands another Vo- 
lume, which in its Frontis-prece 

bears the Title indeed of the 
Word of God, with the names 
of the Books and Chapters ; but 
in the context of it, is ſo every 
where full of Corruptions, Falſi- 
fications, and intolerable Abuſes, 
that it almoſt every where belies 
is Title, and is unfit for a 
one, who profeſſes himſelf a 


Chriſtian. 


E believes it a damnable fin, 
to abuſe the Scripture, or 2ny 
ways to pervert it, for the 

maintenance of Errours or Super- 
ſtitions, and thinks himfelfoblig'd, 
rather to lay down his life , than 
concur to, or approve of any ſuch 
Falſifications or Corruptions, Pre- 
judicial to Faith or Good Mamners. 
For this reaſon, being conſcions , 
that in all Ages, there has been ſeve- 
ral Cories of this Sacred Volume, 
quite different from the Originals in 
many places , either through the 
1:iſtake of the Tranſcribers, or. ma- 
lice of others, endeavouring by this 
means to gain credit to their new 
Dodtrines : He is commanded not 
to receive all Books indifferently 
for the Word of God, that wear that 
Title ; but only ſuch as are approv'd 
by the Church, and recommended 
by her Legitimate. And ſuch is that, 
he daily uſes, commonly known by 
the name. of the YVulgar Tranſlation ; 
which has been the principal of all 
other Latine Copies in all Ages, fince 


@ the Primitive times ; much' com- 


mended by Saint Aguftine ; ard 
never altered :n any thing, but once 


heretofore by the Holy Studies of St. Hierome : And twice or thrice ſince, 
being review'd by Authority, and purg,'d of ſuch miſtakes, as in length 
of tume, had crept in by Tranſcrihers, or Printers faults. And that this 
Tranſlation is molt pure and incorrupt, as to any thing concerning matter 
of Belief, or differences in Religion, is not only the DoCtrine of his Church; 
but alſo the Sentiment of many Learned Men of the Reformation, who ap- 
prove this Verſion, and prefer it before any other Latine one whatſoever. 
Sexa in his Preface to-the New-Teſtament, Anno 1559. blames Era/mus 


for 
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for rejeCting it. Paulus Fagius cries out againſt all that diſallow it, (Cap. 

. Verſ. Lat. Paraph. Chald.) Ludowicas de Dieu, with admiration, con- 
{olles it to be moſt Faithful, (in Not. ad Evang. Pref.) Cauſabon preters it 
before the Greeks Text now in uſe; and acknowledges that it agrees with 
the Antient Manuſcripts, (in Not. ad Evang. & Act.) Grotias profeſſes to 
the World, that he highly eſteems it, for that it contains no erroneous 
Opinions, and is very Learncd ; (zulla dogmata in/alub;ia continet, & mul. 
tam habet tn ſe eruattionis, Pref. Annot. in vet. Teſt.) And for this reaſon, 
he refers his Annotations generally to this Tranſlation, as he declares him- 
ſelf. So that, ſeeing this Verſion is deliver'd to him with the approbation 
of his whole Church, and is commended by moſt Learned Adverfaries ; he 
thinks he. has great reaſon to receive it, and that he may peruſe it, without 
any danger that can come to him, from any Corruprzons or Falſifications. 
And becauſe he has not the like aſſurance of the Engliſh Tranſlation allow- 
e&d by Proreſtants, or any other made ſince the Reformation, by any of that 
Perſwaſion ; but ſees, that there has been almoſt as many different Tranſla- 
tions made and publiſh'd by theſe, as there had been Men of different Hu- 
mours, different Spirits, and different Intereſts; whereof none have 
ever approv'd the Verſions of any of the reſt-3-but cry'd out againſt, and 
Condemn'd them, of many Alterations, Adaitions, Detrattions, and Forge- 
ries; Bucer,and the Oſiandrians exc'aiming againſt Luther, Luther againſt 
Munſter ; Beza againſt Caſtaleo; Caſtaleo againſt Beza; Calvin againſt 
Servetus ; Iliy:icus againſt Calvin and Beza. Our Engliſh Miniſters againſt 
Tindal and his Fellows : And this, not upon the account of ſome over- 
ſights, or light miſtakes, or the following of different Copies ; but ac- 
culing one another of being Abſurd and ſenſeleſs, in their Tranſlations of 
obſcuring and perverting the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, of Omiſſions and 
Additions, of perverting the Text in eight hundred forty and eight pieces ; 
of corrupt and falſe Tranſlations ; all which in expreſs Terms, has been 
charg'd by great Abbettors of the Reformation againſt a Bzble yet us'd in 
England, and ordered to be read in all Churches by Queen Elizabeth, and 
to be ſeen in the Abridgement of a Book deliver'd by certain Ainiſters to 
King Fames, pag. 11. 12.1In Mr. Burgess Apology, SeCt. 6. Mr. Brough- 
tors Advertiſement to the Biſhops. And in Dottor Reynold's refuſing be- 
fore the King at Hampron-Court, to ſubſcribe to the Commumon-Book,, be- 
cauſe it warranted a corrupt and falſe Tranſlation of the Bible. For theſe, 
and ſuch other reaſons, he is commanded not to read any of theſe Tranſla- 
tions ; but only that, which is recommended to him by the Church. 


XIII. Of 
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XIII. Of the Scripture as a Rule of Faith. 


E believes it lawful ; nay, 

that 7t is his obligation 

to undervalue the Scripture, and 
take from it that Authority , 
which Chriſt gave it. For where- 
as Chrift left this to the World, 
as the Rule of Faith, axd as a 
Sacred Oracle, from whence all 
his Followers might be inſtructed 
in the Precepts of a good life, 
learn all the Myſteries of their 
Faith, and be reſolv'd in all diffi- 
cult and doubtful Points of Re- 
ligion : He is taught flatly to de- 
ny all this; and to believe that 
the Scripture is not capable of 
defiding any one point of Con- 
troverlie, or reconciling the dif- 
ferent Sentiments of Men in Re- 
ligion : Ard thus demeans him- 
ſelf towards the Word of God, 
in a manner mot unbecoming a 


Chriſtian. 


E believes it damnable to 

H undervalue the Scripture, or 
take from it the Autborzt 

given it by Chriſt. He gives it 
reſpect due to the Word of God; he 
owns it to be of greateſt Authority 
upon Earth, and that it is capable 
of leading a Man to all Truth,when- 
ſoever it 1s rightly underſtood. But 
to any one that miſ-underſtands it, 
and takes it in any other ſenſe, than 
what was intended by the Holy 
Ghoſt ; he believes it to ſuch a one, 
to be no Scripture, no Word of God ; 
that to ſuch a one, it is zv Rule of 
Faith, nor Judge of Controverſies. 
And that what he thinks to be the 
Do&rine of Chriit, and Command of 
Heaven, is nothing bnt his own Ima- 
gination and the ſuggeſtion of the 
Devil. And ſince, by the experience 
of ſo many thouſand Hereſies. ſince 
our Saviour's time, all pretending 
to be grounded on Scripture, he finds 
that almoſt every Text of the Bible, 
and even thoſe that concern the 
molt Eſſential and Fundamental 


Points of the Chriſtian Religion, may be Interpreted ſeveral ways; and 
made to fignifie things contrary to one another ; and that while thns con- 
trary meanings are by ſeveral Perſons drawn from the ſame Words; the 
Scripture is IN ſilent, without diſcovering, which of all thoſe ſen- 
ſes is that; intended by the Holy Ghoſt, and leading to Truth, and which 


are Erroncous and Antichriſttan :. He is taught to belieye that the Scrip- 
ture alone-can be no Rule of Faith to any Privare or Particular perſon ;, not 
that there is any thing wanting;on the Scriprure-ſide ; but. becauſe no pri- 
vate perſon can be certain, whether amongſt all the /everal meanings every 
Text is obnoxious to, thatwhich he underſtands it in, is the Right, or 10. 
And without this certainty of Truth, and ſecurity from Errour, he _—— 
D XIV. © 


there's nothing capable of being a Rule. 
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XIV. Of the Interpretation of Scripture. 


HE believes that his Church, 
which he calls Catholick, 
is avove the Scripture ; and pro- 
phanely, allows to her an uncon- 
trollable authority of being Judge 
of the Word of God, And being 
fondly abus'd,into a diſtruſt of the 
Scriptures, and that he can be 
certain of nothing, even of the 
Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 
from what is deliver d in them, 
though they ſpeak never ſo plain- 
ly; he is taught to rely wholly 


E believes, that the Church is 

| not above the Scriprure ; but 
only allows that Order be- 

tween them, as 1s between the Judge 
and the Law. And 1s no other than 
what generally every Private Mem- 
ber of the Reformation challenges to 
himſelf, as often as he pretends to 
decide any doubt of his own, or his 
Neighbours in Religion, by inter- 
preting the Scriptere. Neither is he 
taught at all to diſtruſt the Scrip- 
ture, Or not to relie on it ; but on- 
ly to diſtraſt his own private Inter - 
pretation of it, and not to rely on his 


pon this Church, ad not to be- | | 
tieve one word the Scripture ſays, PY doubr concerning Faith or Reli- 


: ton, though he can produce ſeveral 
unleſs his Church ſays it roo. Texts in favour of hh Opinion, But 


in all ſuch caſes he is commanded to re-cur to the Church ; and having 
learft from her the ſenſe of all ſuch "Texts ; how they have been under- 
ſtood by the whole Community of Chriſtians, in all Ages ſince the Apo- 
Res; and what has been their Receiv/d Doftrine, in ſuch doubtful and 
difficult Points ; he is oblig'd to ſubmit to this, and never preſume on his 
own Private Sentiments, however ſeemingly grounded on Reaſon and Scrip- 
rare, to Believe or Preach any New Dottrine oppoſite to the Belief of the 
Church ; But as he receives from her the Book, ſo alſo to receive from her 
the /erſe of the Book,: With a Holy Confidence,that ſhe that did not cheat 
him in delivering a Falſe Book, for the Trne one, will not cheat him 
in delivering a Falſe and Erroneons fenſe for the True one , her Au- 
thority, which is ſufficient in the one, being nor leſs in the other : And his 
own Private Tudgement which was inſufficient inthe one, that is, in findin 
out the True Screprwre, and diſcerning it from all other Books ; being as 
incapable and in-ſufficient in the orher ; that is, in certainly Qiſcoyerinp 
the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, and ayoiding all ther Fertrodor 
Miſtaken Imerpretations. | = _ Wi"; 


111! V;*Of 


own Joqgtnane, in the Reſolution of . 
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XV. Of Tradition- ' 


E believes the Scripture to 

be imperfeCt : And for 

the ſupplying of what he thinks 
Detective iz it, he admits Hu- 
mee Ordinations aud Traditi- 
ons of Men ; allowing equal Au- 
thority to thele, as to the Scrip- 
tures themſelves ; thinking him- 
ſelf as much oblig'd to ſubmit to 
theſe, and believe them with Dt- 
vine Faith, as he does, whatſo- 
ever ts _ in = _ ans 
confeffedly [poken by the Author 
of eral God himſelf. Nei- 
ther will he admit of any one to 
be a Member of his Communion, 
although he undoubtedly believes 
every Word that's written in the 
Scriprure ; wplef# he alſo aſſents 
to theſe Traditions, and gives as 
reat credit to them, as to the 
Word of God, although in That 
there is not the leaſt footſtep of 


them to be found. 


E believes the Scripture not to 

be 1mperfctt, nor to want Hu- 

mane Ordinations, or Traditions, of 
Men, for the ſupplying any defetts 
in it: Neither does he allow the 
ſame Authority to theſe, 25 to the 
Word of God ; or give them equal 
credit z or exact it of others, that 
delire to be admitted into the Com- 
munion of his Chureh. He believes 
no Divine Faith ought to be given 
to any thing, but what is of Djvzze 
Revelation ,, and that nothing is to 
haye place in his Creed, but what 
was taught by Chrilt, and his Apo- 
ſtles, and has been believ'd and 
taught in all Ages by the Church of 
God, the Congregation of ali True 
Believers, and has been fo deliver'd 
down to him throvgh all Ages. But 
now, whether that which has been 
ſo deliverd down to him, as the 
Doctrine of Chriſt and his ApoſHes, - 
has been by Word of Mouth or Wri- 
ting , 15 altogether indifferent to 
him ; he being ready to follow, in 
this point, as in all others, the com- 
mand of St. Paul, that is, To Sang 


aſt, and bold the Traditions he has learr'd,, whether by Word, or by Epi 

fr 2.15. And to look upon any one as prot ans That FF "eb. 
otherwiſe than he has (thus ) receiv'd, Gal. 1. 9. So that as he undoubtedly 
holds the Scripture to be theWord of God,penn'd by Prophets and Apoſtles 
and inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe in all Ages, from Moſes to Chriſt 
and from Chriſt to this time, it has been ſo Taught, Preach'd, Believ'd 
and Deliver'd ſucceſſively by the Faithful ; and never ſcruples the leaſt 


of the truth of it ; nor ſticks to aſſent to it, with a ſted 


and Divine 


Faith ; altho' they are not, nor have not at any time been able to prove 
what they have-thus taught, and deliver'd with one Text of Scripture, In 
D 2 


th- 
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the like manner, he is ready to receive and helieve, all that this ſame Cor- 
Sregation has, together with the Bible, in all Ages ſucceſſively, without 
interruption, Taught, Preach'd, Believ'd and Deliver'd as the Dottrine of 
Chriſt and his ApoFtes ; and aſſent to it with Divine Faith ;, juſt as he 
does to the Bible ;, and eſteems any one Anathema, that ſhall Preach other- 
wiſe than he has thus receiv'd. And although fome may ſeriouſly en- 
deayour to convince him, that ſeveral Points of Faith, and other Religi- 
ous Practices, which he has thus receiv'd and believes, are not the Do- 
Arine of Chriſt, nor Apoſtolical Inſtitutions, but rather Inventions of 
Men, and Leſſons of Antichriſt, and ſhould produce ſeveral Texts of Scrip- 
ture for the proving it : He is not any thing ſurpriz'd at it : As well 
knowing, that he that follows not this Rule, of Belicving all co be of Chriſt, 
that bas been univerſally taught and believ'd as ſuch, by the Church of Chriſt +, 
and of underitanding the Scripture in the ſame ſenſe, in which it has 1n alt 
Ages been underſtood by the ſame Church ; may very ealily frame as many 
Creeds as he pleaſes, and make Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſpeak what ſhall 
be moſt agreeable to his Humorr, and ſuit beſt with his /nrereſt, and find 
plain proofs for all : And make no more difficulty in producing Scriprure 
againſt Chriſt's Dottrine, than the Fews and the Devil did againſt Chrilt's 
Perſon, who never wanted their Scriptum e#t ; ( It is written ;, ) when 'twas 
neceſlary to carry on their deſigns. And if there were any thing in theſe 
ſort of Arguments, to make him doubt of the truth of any Point of Do- 
Qrine, thus receiv'd ; he thinks it might make him call in queſtion the 
Truth of the Scripture, and the Bible it ſelf, as ſoon as any _\ elſe. 
They all ſtanding upon the ſame foundation of the Church's Tradition, 
which, if it fail in one, leaves no ſecurity in any, 


XVI. Of Councils. 


: E helieves that the Faith of his 
E believes that the Faith of Church can receive no Addi- 


his Charch may receive new jou, ; and that he is oblig'd to be- 


- 
= 2 «Ln & 


Additions every day : And that 
he is not only oblig'd to believe 
what Chriſt raught, and his Apo- 
ftles ; but alſo every Definition 
or Decree, of any General. Coun- 
Cil aſſembled by the Command of 
the Pope. So that as often as 
any thing is ifiued out by the Au- 


heve nothing, beſides that which 
Chrift taught, and his Apoſtles ;, and 
if any thing contrary to this ſhould 
be defin'd and commanded to be be- 
liev'd, even by Ten thouſand Cour- 
cils, he believes it damnable in any 
one to recelve it, and by ſuch De- 
crees,to make Additions to his Creed. 
However,he maintayns the Neceſlity 

and 
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thority of any of theſe Church- 
Parliaments, and order'd to be 
beliew'd ; he thinks himſelf un- 
der pain of Damnation, imme 
diately bound ta receive it ,, and 
having added it to his Creed, to 
aſſent to it with as Firm, Sted- 
faft and Divine a Faith, 2x if it 
had been Commanded by Chri#t 
himſelf, and Decreed in the Con- 
ſiftory of Heaven. And by this 
means he never comes to UNacre 
ſtand his Religion, or know what 
he is to Believe ; but by the con- 
tinual Alterations, Additions, 
Diminutions, Interpretations of 
theſe Councils he is preſerv'd in 
aneceſſary Confuſion ; and tho 
he changes often, yet he fondly 
thinks himſelf always the ſame. 
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and Right of General Councils law- 
fully Aſſembled ; whoſe buſineſs it 
is, not to coin new Articles of Faith, 
or deviſe Freſh Tenets;, but only, as 
often as any Pojnt of Receiv'd Do+ 
&trine is impugned or call'd in que- 
ſtion ; to debate the matter ; and 
examine, what has been the Belief 
of all Nations ( who are there pre- 
ſent in their Prelates ) in that Point. 
And this being agreed on, to pub- 
liſh and make known to the World, 
which is the Catholick, Doftrine, left 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and 
which the new-broach'd Error, And 
by this means to prevent the loſs of 
infinite number of Seuls, which 
might otherwiſe be deluded, and 
carried away after new inventions ; 
not being capable by their own 
knowledge and abilities, to diſtin- 
guiſh betwixtTruthand Falſhood,and 
diſcover the ſubtilties of every craf- 
ty Deceiver. And in this caſe he be- 


lieves that he is oblig'd to ſubmit, and receive the Decrees of ſuch a Coun- 
cil ;, the Paſtors and Prelates there preſent, being by Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles appointed, for the deciſion of ſuch Controverſies. They having 
the care of that flock. committed to them, over which the Holy Ghoſt has 
made them Overſeers, to feed the Church of God, ACts 20. 28, and to watch 
againſt thoſe Men, who ſhould ariſe from among themſelves, Speaking per- 
verſe things to draw Diſciples after them. b.ver{.30. And he having receiv'd 
Commana, as likewiſe the whole Flock, of Chriſt,»to obey their Prelates, and 
to be ſubject to them, who watch, and are to render an account far their Souls, 
Heb.13.17. with an aſſurance, That, He that heareth them, heareth Chriſt ; 
and he that deſpiſeth them, deſpiſeth Chriſt, Luk. 10. 16. And withal being 
taught, that as this way of the Azrjen's of the Church, and Prelates meet- 
ing, in caſe of any danger threatning their Flock, or any new Doftrine 
ariling z was the means inſtituted by Chr;/t, and praQtiſed by the Apoſtles, 
in the firſt planting of the Church, for the preventing Sehi/+ns, and pre-. 
ſerving Unity among the Faithful, and that they ſhould Feak, and think 
the ſame thing, and be perfettly jown'd together in the ſame mind, and ſame 
Judgment 
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Judgement, 1 Cor. 1-10. So it ought to be the means in all ſucceeding Ages, 
for the preventing Diviſ#ons, and conſerving Unity among the Faithful. 
And that therefore, as that Controverlie concerning the neceſſny of Cir- 
cxmciſion, (Aft; c, 15.) ariling inthe Apoſtles time, was not decided by 
any private Perſon, nor even by Paul and Barnabas, who nevertheleſs, had 
received the Holy Ghoſt ; and one would have thought, might have pre- 
tended to the Sp#rir, and a Heavenly Light ; but by a General Meeting, of 
the A-oftles and Elders of the Church at Jeruſalem, who were conſulted 
by Paul and Barnabas about this Queſtion. So all other Diſputes and Difficul- 
ties of Religion ariſing in ſucceding Ages, ought to be refer'd to the Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apsſtles (whoſe Charge, Dignity and Office ts to continue to 
the end of the World, tho' they are dead in Perſon) who are to conſeder of 
the matter, (A:ts 15, 6.) as the Apoſtles did ; while all the Multirude keeps 
ſilence, ver. 12. without any —_— on any Learning, Gift, Virtue, 
Prayers or Inſpiration, to intermeddle in the Di/pure, or put an end to the 
Queſtion : This being none of their buſineſs or obligation, but only 
with all Patience and Humility to expect the Determination of their Prelates 
and Elders, and receive it with the fame expreſſions, as thoſe Good Chri- 
#ians did heretofore, who rejoyced for the conſolation, (AF. 15. 31.) And 
unleſs this that the Apoſtles did, and their Obſequious Flock,, be taken as a 
Pattern in all Ages, for the ending ſuch-like difficulties ; he believes 'tis 
impoſſible that Believers ſhould ſtand faſt in one Spirit, with one Mind, 
(Phil. 1. 27.) and be not carried away with divers and ſtrange Dottrines 
(Heb. 13. 9.) 


XVII. Of Infalibility in the Church. 


HE believes that the Paſktdys TT *E believes that the Paſtors and 
and Prelates of his Church Prelates of his Church are 


are Tnfallible, and that like (o Fallible ;, that there is none of them, 
many Divine Oracles, or petty 
Familiar Deities, they are ex- 
empt from Errour, and cannot 
deceive. But this, eſpecally when 
they are met together in a/Gene- 
ral Council, It being a main 
part of his Faith, That then they 
are ſecure from all miitakes ; 


and that it is as impoſſible for 


but may fall into Errours, Hereſie 
and Schiſm, and conſequently are 
ſubjeft to miſtakes. But that the 
whole Church can fail, or be de- 
ceiv'd in any one Point of Faith, 
this he believes impoſlible ; know- 
ing it to be built on berter promiſes ;, 
ſuch as fecure her from all Errour, 
and danger of Prevarication,. Her 
Foundation being laid by Chriſt, «- 
gainſt. which the Gates of Hell ſhall 

not 
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them to attline either to the right 
hand or to the left in any of their 
Definitions and Decrees, as ut is 
for God to leave Heaven, and 


become the Author of lies. Thus 
fondly believing theſe to be 4 
fitted with a neceſſary Infallibili- 
ty, like Gods, whom their Igno- 
rancegill Example,and Debauch d 
Lives, to a true Conſiderer, 


ſearce ſpeak to be Men. As if 


God Almighty did ſo blindly 
throw his Benefits and Graces 4- 
mongſt his Creatures, that none 
ſhould have a more powerful afſi- 
ſtance of God's Tiuth and In- 
fallible Spirit, than thoſe in whom 
there was leait .of God to be 
found. 
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mot prevail, (Matt. 16. 18.) The 
Power that protedts her,being Chrift 
himfelf; Behold 1 am with you all 
days, (Matt. 28. 20.) The Sprrit that 
Guides and Teaches her, being the 
comforter of the Holy Gho#t ;, who 
ſhall teach her all things, and ſuggeft 
to ber all things that Chriſt has /aid 
to her, (Fob. 14. 26.) The time that 
ſhe 1s to be thus protected, raught,and 
aſſiſted, being not only while the 
ApoFtles liv'd, or for the firſt three, 
four or five hundred years next af- 
ter; but for ever, to the end of the 
World, Behold 1 am with you all 
days, (Matt. 28. 20.) He will give 
you another Paraclete, that he may a- 
bide with you for ever, (Fob. 14. 16.) 
And the thing, that ſhe is to be thus 
tanght to the end of the World, 
being all trath : He ſhall teach you all 
truth, (Joh. 16. 13.) Now being aſ- 


ſared by theſe Promiſes, that the Church of Chriſt ſhall be taughr all 
Trith by the ſpecial afiltance of the Holy Ghoft to the end of the World; 
he has Faith to believe, that Chriſt will make his Words good ; and that 
his Chiirch ſhall never fail, nor be = mY with Antschri#tian Dottrine, 
nor be the Miſtreſs of Errors ; but ſhalt be tanght alt Truth, and ſhall 
_ all —_— = ve-moragey rg ; and that —_—_— hears 
er, heays Chriſt: w piſe ſpiſes Chriſt ; and 
10 be eſteemed as tn Heltheh br ir Publican, (Mart. f ho The ine 
ſtance of tht Holy Ghoft,/ He believes tobe in aff General Comnols, which 
Is the Thurch-14&pYeſtrrareve : (as the Parliament is the Repreſentative of the 
Nation,) by which they are efpecally: protetted' froth all Erroxr, in all 
Definitions and Dechratiots it matters of Faith; Sb that what the 470- 


Jes pronoute'd Wreernint the Refvilt of their Conneil; (A. 15. 28.) 
It bath ſtemtd gbod tothe Holy Glnft,#2d th Os; He does not dovbr, itay 


ations i Poitt of Faith, reſolv'd on, by any 
Gtheral Coteil Kanbfal ſince-that rite; or to be- Held" tt the 
Words end. "THe MF aft err Exch 4 "far as the Proviiſe. And 
tho' 'tis poſhble that 6 PHlltes dnt” Paſtors th fact an Aﬀem- 
bly.(as\atfo many orhers ofinibh With the Ciferith of Chriſt) ſhould 


at 


be petfix'd, to'all-the Pert 
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at other times, either through Pride or Ignorance, prevaricate, make In- 
novations in Faith, teach Erroneous Doftrines, and endeavour to draw 
numbers after them.z yet he is taught, that this does not at all argue a 
Fallibility in the Church ; nor prejudice her Faith, but only the Perſons, 
that thus unhappily fall into theſe Errours, and cut themſelves off from 
being Members of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt upan Earth : Whilſt the 
Belief of the Church remains pure and untainted ; and experiences the 
Truth of what St. Paul foretold, That Grievous Wolves ſhall enter in among 
you, not ſparing the Flock: Alſo of your, own ſelves ſhall Mex ariſe, ſpeaking 
perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples after them, (Af. 20. wv. 29. 30.) 
which, as it prov'd true even in the Apoſtles time by the fall of Nicholas 
and his followers, as alſo of ſeveral others : So it has been verified in all 
Ages ſince,by turbulent and preſuming Spirits, broaching new DoCtrines, 
and making Separarzons and Schiſms: But this without caſting any more 
aſperſion on the Church or Congregation of the Faithful, than the fall of 
Judas did on the Apoſtles; or the Rebellion of Lucifer on the Hierarchy of 
Angels ; which was no more than that ſuch wicked and preſuming Spirits, 
went out from amongſt them, and were __ their Communion, as un- 
worthy. Neither does it reflect at all on the Churches Authority, or make 
the truth of her Doctrine queſtionable to him; that many of her Eminent 
Members, Dottors, . Prelates and Leading Men, have been, or are great 
enormous Sinners, infamous for their Pride, covetouſneſs, or other Vices, 
whatſoever : The Promiſes of God's continual and un-interrupted aſſiſtance 
to his Church, being not to be fruſtrated by the wickedneſs of ſuch par- 
ticular Men, tho' in great Dignities. Theſe Promiſes being made ſurer to 
her, than ever the Jewiſh Church : Which nevertheleſs ſtood firm in her 
Authority, and the Delivery of Truth, notwithſtanding the frequent 1dola- 

ry of the People, Nadab and Avbn's (Conſecrated Prieſts) offering 
ſtrange Fire: Corah, Dathan and Abiram's making a great Schi/m,and the ſins 
of Moſes and Aaron, andother High-Prielts in all her ſucceeding Ages. 
Nay, tho' all things touching Religion and Virtue, were in a,manner run 
to decay, in our Saviour's time, both in Prieſts and People z/ yet did he 
maintain the Authority of the Fewiſh Church ; and commanded all to be 
Obedient, and ſubmit to thoſe who had the ſuperiority z without calling 
in queſtion their Authority, or doubting of ——_——— of their 
Commands. The Scribes and Phariſees, (ſays he, Matt. 23.2.) ſit in Moſes's 
Chair : All therefore, whatſoever they bid: you obſerve, that obſerve and ds : 
But do ye not after their works. If therefore God's ſpeczal afſiſt ance, was ne- 
ver wanting to egy ron the Ur to pt ey; in ths Lot of 
its Dottrine, or its ty.; ithftanding the Pride,: Covetouſneſs, 
Cruelty, lupicty, idolatry, of many of ther Levires, Elders Price and, 
if - 
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High-Prie##s. Why ſhould not he believe the ſame of the Church of 


. Chriſt, which, (as St. Pard ſays) is built on better promiſes : and that it re- 


mains entire in the Truthof her Dottrine, and her Authority, notwith- 
ſtanding the viciouſneſs of many of her Governovrs, Eſpecially, ſince he's 


- ina manner confident, that there has been nothing ſo infamous ated by 


any Prieſts, Prelates, Popes or others, lince ChriRt's time, but what may be 
follow'd ; Nay, was out-done by the Prieſts of the Fews. 


XVII. Of the POPE. 


HE believes the Pope to be 
his great God, and to be 
far above all the Angels. That 
Chrift is no longer Head of the 
Church, but that this Holy Fa- 
ther hath taken his place ; and 
that whatſoever he Orders, De- 
crees or Commands, is to be re- 
ceived by his Flock, with the 
ſame reſpett, ſubmiſſion axd awe, 
as if Chriſt had ſpoken it by his 


own mouth. For that hisHolincls . 


(having once receiv d the Tii- 
ple-Crown 9 his Head,) is now 
0 ore to be look d upon asMan, 
but as Chriſt's Vicar, whoſe Of- 
fice it ts to Conſlitute and Or- 
dain ſuch things as Chriſt forgot, 
when he was upon Earth , not 
throughly conſidering what would 
be the Exigencies of his Flock in 
future Ages. And for this in- 
tent, he us aſſiſted with a certain 
Myſterious Infallibility; ſuch 2s 
hides it ſelf, when he is upon his 
owes Private Concerns, expoſes 
him to all the Deſigns, Cheats, 


E believes the Pope to be. none 

of his God, neither Great nor 
Little ; That he is not above the 
Angels, but only a an, He be- 
lieves that chrif, as he is ſ#preme 
Maſter, Governour and Lord of all 
created things,ſfo alſo of his Church, 
of which he acknowledges him to 
be the Founder and Head. But as 
notwithitanding this Lordſhip and 
Headſinp of Chriſt over all x Grag 
every Father of a Family owns him- 
ſelf ro be aſter of it under Chriſt; 
every. petty Commander of a Ship, 
ſtiles himſelf Maſter of it under 
Goa.; and every Prince, King, and 
Emperour 1s confeſs'd ſupreme Lord 
and Governouw of his Dominions 
under God : So alfo,he helieves,that 
there is a Paſtor, Governour and 
Head of Cl:iſt's Chirch underChrift, 
to wit, the Pope or Biſhop of Rome, 
who 1s the Succeſſor of St. Peter, to 
whom Chriſt committed the care of 
his Flock; and who hath been fol- 
low'd now by a viſible Sxcceſſion of 
above 250 Biſhops acknowledg'd as 
ſuch in all Ages, by the Chriſtian 
World. And now believing the 
Pope to enjoy this Dignity, hc looks 
upon hunſelf oblig'd to ſhew him 
E that 
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Malice, and Machinations of his 


Enemies, and lets him be 4s eaſi- 


ly over-ſeen , as imprudent , 4s 


filly as his Neighbours. But when 
he comes into his Chair, to-hear 
any Publick Buſineſs, then it 
begins to appear , and protetts 
him from all Miſtakes axd Er- 
Fors ; ard he becomes immediate- 
ly full of the Holy Ghoſt,zhowgh 
he had the Devil and all of Wick- 
edneſs in him juſt before. 


that Reſpe&t, Submiſſion and Obe-- 
dience, which: is due to his place ; 
a thing which no body can in reaſon 
or conſcience deny to any one in 
Rule, or that has any Superiority. 
Neither does he doubt but God-af- 
fiſts thoſe who have this charge,with 
2 particular helping Grace, ſuch as 
has a ſpecial re to the Office and 


Funttion, more than to the Perſor, 


Such was given to all the Prophert, 
when they were ſent to preach: Such 
to Moſes, when he was made God to 


Pharaoh, Exod. 7. 1. Such to the /e-- 


venty Elders, when God raking of the Sirit of Moſes, gave ut unto them, and 
conltituted them Judges. Such to Catphas, who to council, propheſied of 
the Death of Chriſt, which St. John aſcrib'd not to his Per/oz, but to his 
. Office of High-Prieſt, Job 11. 51. Avd this ſpake he not of himſelf, bur be- 
ing High-Prie#t that year, he Propheſied, wb ery ſhould die for that Na- 
tion. By priviledge of his Office, uttering a Truth, which he himſelf never 
meant. With ſuch like helping Grace, he doubts not, but God general] 
afliſts the Paſtors of the New-Law, and more eſpecially the High-Prieft, 
for the Good of the whole Flock, And therefore, tho' he were as wicked 


as Caqphas, yet he is 


for any conſideration of. his Perſon, but meerly for the Office he bears : It 
being the Duty of a good Sor to Obey his Father, and of a Loyal Subject 
his King, and never to queſtion their Authority, or diſ-reſpeCt them in 
their Office, tho' for ſome particular Vices, they may have little reſpect for 
their per/ops. In this manner is he ready to behave himſelf towards his 
ehief Paſtor, with all Reverence and Submiſſion, never ſcrupling to re- 
ceive his Decrees, and Definitions, ſuch as are iſſued forth by his Authority, 
with all their due circumſtances, and according to the Law, in the con- 
cern of the whole Flock, And this, whether he has the affiſtance of a Di- 
vine Infallibilty, or no: Which, tho' ſome allow him, without being in 
a General Council, yet he is ſatisfied, 'tis only their Opinion, and not their 
Faith, there being no Obligation from the Church, of aſlenting to any 
ſuch Doftrine. And therefore, as in any civil Government, the. Sentence 
of the . ſupreme Judge or Higheſt Tribunal, is to be Obey'd, tho' there be no 
aſſurance of 1nfatiibility, or Divine P: otettion from Errour or Miſtake : Sv 
is he taught, ſhould be done to the Orders of the Supreme Paſtors, whe- 
ther he be /nf«llible or no, 


to tender him all reſpe## due to his FunCtion, . 
and obey him in every thing concerning the. _— of his charge, not. 


XIX. Of. 1 
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XIX. Qf Diſpenſations. 


E believes, that the Pope 
| has Authority to dilpenſe 
with the Laws of God ; and ab- 
ſolve any one from the obligation 
of keeping the Commandments. 
So that, if he has but his Holy 
Fathers /eavehe may confidently 
Diſſemble, Lie, and Forſwear 
himſelf in all whatſoever he 
pleaſes, and never be in danger 
of being call d to an account at 
the laſt day; ejpecially if his 
Lying ad Forſwearing was for 
the common good of the Church: 
there being then a lure Reward 
prepar'd for him in Heaven, as 
4 recompence of his good Intenti- 
ons and Heroick Atchievements. 
And if at any time he ſhould 
chance to be catch'd in the ma- 
nagement of any of theſe Publick 
and Church-concerns, and be- 
ins obnox'ous to Penal Laws, 
ſhould have Sentence of Death 
paſs'd on him ; he has liberty at 
his laſt hour on the Scaffold or 
Ladder, to make a Pablick De- 
tettation of all ſuch Crimes, to 
make Proteſtations of his Inno- 
Cence ; to call God to witneſs, 
that he dies unjuſtly, and that 
45 he is immediately to appear be- 


fore the Supreme Judge,he knows 


E believes, That the Pope has 

no Authority to 4i/en/e with 

the Law of God ; and that there's no 
Power upon Earth can ab/elve any 
one from the Obligation of keeping 
the Commandments ; or give leave 
to Lie or Forſwear ;, or make, that 
the breaking of any the /eaſt Divine 
Precept, ſhall not be accountable 
for at the day of Judgement. He is 
taught by his Church in all Books of 
Direction, in all Catechiſms, in all 
Sermons, that every Lje is a Sinz 
that to call God to witneſs to an Vn- 
truth damnable ;, that it ought not be 
doneto ſave the whole World ; that 
whoſoever does it, either for his 
own _—_ account, or for the In- 
tereſt of Church or Pope, or whatſo- 
ever elſe, muſt of neceſſity anſwer 
for it at the laſt day, and expedt his 
portion with the Devil and his An- 
gels, if un-repented : And that no 
one can give leave for Lying, Per- 
Jury, or committing any Sin ; or e- 
ven pretend to it, unleſs it be the 
Devil himſelf, or ſome deviliſh 445- 
niſters of his,ſuch as he deteſts-in his 
heart, and utterly abominates. And 
in conſequence to this he believes, 
That whoſoever at the hour of his 
death denies any Crime, of which he 
is guilty, and proteſts himſelf to be 


innocent, when he is not ſo; can 


have no hope of Mercy : but depar- 
ting out of this World, an enemy to 
God, and the Truth, ſhall infallibly 
be receiv'd as ſuch in the next ; and 


20 more of any ſuch deſigns, and Cying with a Zie in his mouth, can 
2 


expect 


wy 
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is as clear from the guilt of them 
as the Child uuborn. And this, 
tho" the Evidence again#t him be 
as clear as noon-day , tho" the 
Jury be never /o Impartial, and 
the Judge never /o Conſcienci- 
ous. For that he having taken 
the Sacrament and Oath of Se- 
creſie, and receiv'd Abſolution, 
or a Diſpenſation from the 
Pope, may then Lie, Swear, 
Forſwear, and Proteſt all that he 


expect no reward, but from the Fa- 
ther of Lies. And this, whatſoever 
his Crime was, whether incurr'd b 

an undertaking, for Mother-Charch, 
or no ; and whatſoever his Pretences 
for the denial of the Truth were, 
whether Abſolut ions, DiiFenſations,the 
Sacrament, or Oath of — Or 
whatſoever elſe: nothing of theſe 
being capable of excuſing him in 
Lies or Perjury, or icy them to 
be Innocent, and not Ciſplcaſing to 
God. - Nor-indced' did he ever hear 
of theſe ſo much talk*'d on, Dien- 


pleaſes without ſcruple , with a ſations and Abſvl:tions , from any 
good Conſcience, Chriſtian-like, Prieſts - = —_— _ in uy 
. mons or Confeſſions ; he never rea 
Tioldly and Canonicety. of them in his Books & Catechiſms ; 
he never ſaw the PraCtice of them in any of his Communion, it having been 
their Cuſtom, ever ſince Oarhs were firſt devis'd againſt them,rather to ſuf- 
fer the loſs of their Goods, Baniſhments, Impriſonments, Torments, and 
Death it ſelf, than Forſwear themſelves, or proteſt the leaſt Untruth. And 
tis not out of the memory of Man, that ſeveral might have ſaved their 
Eſtates, and Lives too, would they have ſubſcrib'd to, and own'd but one 
Lie, and yet refus'd itz chuling rather to die Infamouſly, than prejudice 
their Conſcience with an Vnrruch, So that it ſeems a great Myſtery to 
him; that thoſe of his Profeſſion, ſhould have Leave and Dienſaticns to 
Lie and Forſwear themſelves at pleaſure, and yet that they ſhould need 
nothing elſe but Lying and Perjury,for the quiet enjoyment of their Eſtates, 
for the ſaving their Lives, for the obtaining Places of higheſt Command, 
and greateſt Dignity ; ſuch as. would be extraordinarity advantagious 
for their Gauſe, and the intereſt of their Church. And yet that they 
ſhould generally chuſe rather to forcgo all theſe ſo conſiderable Conveni- 
ences, than once Lie or For/wear thernſelves, And is it not another great 
Myſtery, that theſe Di#penſarions for Lying and Swearing ſhould be ac- 
cording to the Receiv/d Dottrine of his Church ;, and yet that he, or any of 
his Communion, were never inſtructed nor inform'd of any ſuch Diaboli- 
cal Point ? nay, had never come to the knowledge of it, had it .not been 
for the Information receiv'd from ſome Zealous Adverfaries, ſuch as relate 
either meerly _ Truſt, or elſe ſuch as have receiv'd a Diſpenſation-of 
Lying from the Devil, that they might charge the like Doctrine on the 
Church of Rome,and the Pope, XX.. Of 


wr XL, 


x, » Sadbdbcya; 


Aer 
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XX. Of the Depoſing Power. 


' VE believes, that the Pope 
has Authority to diſpence 

with hisAllegiance to his Prince; 
and that he needs no longer be a 
Loyal _ andmaintain the 
Rights, Priviledges and Autho- 
rity of his King, , than the Pope 
will give. him leave. - And that 
if this Mighty Father 41:4. fit 
to thender out ax Excommuni- 
cation againſt him, then he ſhall 
he deem'd the beſt Subjett, and 
Moſt Chriftian,that can firſt ſhed 
his Prince's Blood, and make 
him a Sacrifice to Rome ; and 
he's but ill rewarded for his 
pains, who, after ſo Glorious an 


Atchievement,has not his Name 


plac'd in the Kalendar, and he 
Canoniz'd for a Saint. So that 
there can be no greater Danger to 
a Kjng , than to have Popiſh 
Subjetts, he holding his Life a- 
moneft them, only at the Pope's 
pleaſure. | 


"7 no part of his Faith to be- 
lieve, that the Pope has Au- 
thority to diſpenſe with his Alegi- 
ance to his Sovereign, or that he can 
Depoſe Princes upon any account 
whatſoever ; giving leave to their 
Sabjefts to take up Aris againſt 
them, and endeavour their ruin. He 
knows that Depoſing and King-kulling 
Power has been maintain'd by ſome 
Canoniſts, and Divines of his Church, 


and that it is in their Opinion law- 


ful, and annex'd to the Papal Chair, 
He knows likewiſe that ſome Popes 
have endeavor'd to att according to 
this Power. Kut that this DeCtrine, 
appertains to the Faith of his | 
Church, and is to be believ'd by all 
of that Communion , is a malicious 
Calumny, a down-right Falſity, And 
for the truth of this, it ſeems to him 
a ſufficient Argument, that for the 
few Authors that are Abettors of 
this Doctrine, there are of his Com- 
munion three times the: number, 
that publickly difown all ſuch 4«- 
thority ;, beſides ſeveral Univerſnes, 
and whote' Bodjes that have folemnly 
condemn'd it ; without being in the 


leaſt ſuſpected of their Religion, or ofdenying any Articke of $heir Faith, 
Thoſe other Authors therefore Publiſh their own Opixtons in their Books, 
and thoſe Popes ated according to what they judg'd lawful ; and all this 
amounts to no more, than that this Doctrine. has been, or is an Opinier 
amongſt ſome of his Church ;- but to raiſe it to' an Article of F4i4þ upan 
theſe grounds, is impoſlible;*- Let his Church therefore anſwer for ao 
more,:than what ſhe delivers for Faith-; let Prelateranfwet for they Atti- 
ons, and Arthors for their own Opinions ,, otherwiſe mare Churehes muſt be 


charg'd with Depoſms and King-killiing Docrine, beſides that gf Rome : 
T 


he 


& 
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The Univerſity of Oxford having found other Authors of Pernicious Books, 

and Dannable Dottrmes, deſtruttive to the Sacred Perſons of Princes, their 

State and Goveanment, belides Fe/uits , as may be ſeen in their Decree, pub- 

liſh'd -in the London Gazerte, July 26. 1683. In which they condemn'd 

twenty ſeven fal/e, impious, ſeditious Propoſitions, fitted to ſtir up Tumults, 

overthrow States, and Kingdoms, to lead to Rebellion, Murder of Princes, and 
Atheiſm it ſelf, Of which number only three or four were aſcrib'd to the 
Teſuits : the reſt having men of another Communion tor their Fathers, And 

this Doctrine was not firſt condemn'd by Oxford ; What they did here in 

in the Year 1683. having been ſolemnly done in Par# in 1626, Where 

the whole Colledge of Sorbon, gave Sentence againſt this Propoſition of 
Santlarellez, (viz,) That the Pope, for Hereſie and Schiſm, might depoſe Prin- 
ces, and exempt the Subjetts from their Obedience ; the like was done by the 
Univerſities of Caen ,Rhemes, Poittoirs, Valence, Bourdeaux, Bourges, and 

the Condemnation ſubſcrib'd by the Feſxits, And Mariana's Book was 
committed publickly to the flames, by a Provincial Council of his own 

Order, for the diſcourſing the Point of King-killing Dottrine problemati- 
cally, Why therefore ſhould this 4i/foya! Dottrine be laid to his Church, 
when-as it has been writ againſt by ſeveral hundred ſingle Authors in her 
Communion, and diſown'd, and ſolemnly condemn'd by ſo many famous 
Univerſities ? And why ſhould the Attions of ſome few Popes, with the Pri- 
vate Opinions of ſome Speculative Dottors, be ſo often and vehemently urg'd 
for the juſt charging this Doctrine upon the Faith of the Church of Rome ; 
which, to a Serious, Impartial Conſiderer, are only meer Fallacies, capable 
of Libelling all Socjeries in the World, of overthrowing all States and 
Kingdoms, and only fit Arguments for Knaves to cheat Fools withal. 
There Being no Government in the World which might not be eaſily pro- 
ved Tyranncal ; No Religion, Perſwaſion, or-Society, which might not plau- 
ſibly be indicted of Arhesſm ; If the Aftions, Pretences, Claims, and En- 
deavour of ſome few of their Governours, and Leading Men ; the Opinions, 
Writings, Phanſies of ſame Authors, be allow'd as affciews Evidence, for 
the bringing in the VerdiCt of Gzilty upon the whole. When 2akce there- 
fore and Envy have done their worſt in this point, to render the Papiſts 
bloody and barbarous to the World ; yet 'tis certain, after all, that Popiſh 
Princes ſit. as ſafe in their Thrones, enjoy as much Peace and Security, as 
any other Princes whatſoever 3 And that the Papiſts in England can give 
as good proofs of their Loyalty, as the beſt of thoſe that clamour ſo loud 
againſt them. They can bid defyance to their Adverſaries, to ſhew any 
one Perſon of Honour and Eſtate amongſt them, or even four of any con- 
dition whatſoever, that bore Arms againſt Charles the Firſt, during the 


whole time of his Troubles. They can make good, that there was ſcarce 
any 
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any amongſt them, that did not aſſiſt his 
Purſe, or both. And they can ſay, that Charles 


Jr 
Majeſty either with Perſon-or 
Firſt was murder'd in 


cold blood by his Proce##ant Subjects, after many hundred Papiſts had loſt 


their Lives for the preventin 
cond, being purſu 
Pap ifts. 


by the ſame Subjetts for 


that — and that Charles the Se- 


s Life, fav'd it amongſt the 


XXI; Of Communion in one kind. 


'E believes, that he is no 
longer oblig'd to" obey 


Church will give him” leave. 
And that therefore, tho Chriit 
inſtituted the Sacrament wnaer 
both kinds, and commanded it 
ro be receiv'd 10 by all; yet he 
thinks it is not neceſſary, for any 
to do [o now, but Prieſts; becauſe 
his-Church , forſooth, hath for- 
bidden the Cup to the Laity; And 
4 ſtop to thePrecept of Chriſt, 
he Fail , Drink gr of this, 
(Mzt.26.) In ſubmiſſion to which 
Church-Prohibition, all the poor 
people of his Communion con- 
tentedly reſt, while they ſee them- 
ſetves defrauded of great part of 
that benefit , which Chriſt left 
them, as his Laſt Will and Te- 
ftament : for the comfort of th-ir 
poor Souls, and the Remedy of 
their Infirmities. 


Chriit's Commands, . rhax ' his 


E believes, that he is oblig'd 
to obey all the ——— 
Chriſt : and that neither his Church, 
nor any other Power upon Earth can 
limit, alter, or annul any precept of 
Divine Inſtitution, contrary to the 
intention of the Law-giver. Nei- 
ther is the Denial of the Cup to the 
Laity, a praftiſe any ways oppoſite 
to this his Belief: He being taught, 
that tho' Chriſt inſtituted the bled 
Sacrament under both kinds, and fo 
deliver'd it to his Apoſtles, who on- 
ly were then preſent, and whom he 
had made Prieſts juſt before ; yet 
he gave no command, that it ſhould 
be ſo receiv'd by all the fairbful : But 
left this indifferent , as is evident 
from his own words, where he at- 
tributes the obtaining life everla- 
ſting (the end of the Inſtitution) 
ſometimes to the receiving under 
both kinds, ſometimes under one : 
as when he ſays, If any Man eat of 
this Bread, he ſhall live for ever. He 
that eats Me, even he ſhall lwve by me. 
He that eats of this bread ſhall live 

for ever, ( John 6. v. 51, 57, 58.) 


And a curious Reader may find as many Texts for thus Receiving under 
one kind, as for the other. And St. Auguſtine was ſo far of this Opinion, 
that he ſays, that Chriſt himſelf adminiſtred the Sacrament to ſome of 
kis Diſciples, under one kind only, viz. to thoſe two going to WT 
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(Lk. c. laſt, 30.) And that the Apoſtles afterwards did often practiſe the 
like, when they aſſembled, to breakbread, ( Atts 2, &c.) Which places 
He and other Fathers explicate -of the Sacrament, (Aug. 1. 49. de Con. 
Evaig.) And that this was the Cuſtom of the Primieive Chriltians, to 
give it under one kind, to Chilaren, to the Sick, and that men on a Journey 
us'd fo to carry it with them, is atteſted by all antient Writers, and-mo- 
dern Hiſtorians, Nay, he finds, that this was the practice of the Church, 
to Communicate under one kind only, or elſe under both, as every one 
thought good, eſpecially in all Private Communions, for the firſt four hun- 
-dred years after Chriſt :' and FaFrne firſt Precept of Receiving unter byth 
kinds, was giver to the Faith 


b& Pope Leo 1. in the year 4.4.3. and Coh- 
firm'd by Pope Gelaſins in 490. not for the corretting any Abu/e, that had 
crept into the Church, but for the diſcovering the Ianichees, (who being 
of opinion, that Chriſt had no true Blood, and that Wire was the Gall 
of the Devil,) us'd to lurk among the Chriſtians, and receiving under the 
form of Bread only, as the reſt did, remain'd un-diſtinguiſh'd, till by this 
Obligation of all Receiving the Cp, (which they judg'd unlawful and 
abominable) they were all detefted. And, now, if a thing (till that time 
Indifferent,) was for theſe Motives determin'd by an Eccleſiaſtical Precept, 
and ſo obſerv'd for many hundred years, without ſcruple or queſtioning 
the Authority ; why ſhould he doubt to ſubmit to the ſame Authority ; 
when (pon differentMotives and Circumſtances, )they Iſſue forth another 
Precept. Fewdoubt of this, in the matter of Earing ſtrangled Meats and 
Blood; which, tho' forbid by the Apoltles, (A#s 15.) and fo unlawful, 
15 now by another Order, and upon other circumſtances, become a thing 
Indifferent, and like other things. And why then ſhould he ſcruple in 
this, eſpecially ſince there's no J-jury done, nor he defrauded of any 
thing. For believing the Real Preſence of Chriſt in the Srcrament , he 
conſequently believes whole and living Jeſus to be entirely contain'd under 
either Species : And that (receiving under one kind, ) he is truly partaker 
of the whole Sacrament ,, and not depriv'd of either the Body or Blood 


of Chrilt, 
XXII. Of the MASS. 


HE believes, an inſufficiency HE believes that the Sacrifice 
in the Sacrifice made by made by Chriſt upon the Croſs 


| waz altogether ſufficient : That by 
Chriſt por the Crols: And that GIS, Redeem'd us, pay- 


his Death will little avail ts in ing the Debt of ſin, and ſatisfying 
order to our Redemption, unleſs the Infinite Juſtice of his Father : 


we, by daily Sacrificing him to That by It he procur'd means for our 
Salyation, 


this Father , perfet# what he be- 
' gan. And therefore little taking 
notice of St. Paul's words to the 
- Hebrews , ( Chap. 10. 14. ) 
where he ſays, that Chriit our 
High-Prie## by one Oblation 
hath perfected for ever, them 
that are ſanQtified : He thinks 
he ſhall never be ſ[anttified, but 
.by the Offering made by his 
Maſs-Prieſts upon their Altars; 
when they ſay Mals 3 and thus 
- wholly relying upon” this Super- 
ſition; ( 4# invention of ſome 
crafty Pope for the deceivin 
bows peſt Credulous Wo 
men ;) he is taught to negleft the 
. Paſhon #f Chriſt, and to put no 
» hopes ia his Merits,and the work 
: of our Redemption. 
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Salvation ; which means are Faith 
and Good Works, and moſt honou- 
rable to God, is the Offering a Sa- 
crifice. And as Chriſt's Worſhippin 
of God, Chriſt's Faſting, Chriſt's 
Praying and /»ffering & us, does 
not hinder or evacuate our Worſhip- 
ping of God, our Faſting, our Soff - 
ring, our Praying, tor our ſelves. So 
neither 'did his Scrifice hinder or 
evacuate all Sacrifices for ever. But 
as he inſtituted Faſting, Praying,and 
ſuffering for his Followers, that by 
ſo doing, they might apply what he 
did, to themſ{clyes ; ſo alſo he inſti- 
tuted a Sacrifice ; that by It they 
might apply the merits of his Sacrs- 
fice, and make it beneficial to their 
Souls. So that though he firmly be- 
lieves, that Chriſt offered Sacrifice 
for our Redemption, and by one only 
Offering, (ſpoken of by St. Paul) per- 
fefted by way of Redemprion the San- 


ftification of all thoſe that are Sanfti- 
' fied: Yet healſo believes, that to receive the benefit of this Offering, we 
muſt alſo do owr parts, by our Good Works concurring with Chriſt, ſo be- 
coming, Labourers together with God, 1 Cor.3.9. and in ſome manner puri- 
fying our own ſelves,1 Joh.3.3. 2nd therefore not omit the beſt of all Works, 
which is Sacrifice, proper to none but God : Which our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
inſtituted at his laſt Supper, when leaving unto us his Body and Blood un- 
der two diltinCt Species of Bread and Wine, he bequeath'd as a Legacy to 
his Apoſtles, not only a Sacrament, but alſo a Sacrifice : A Commemorative 
Sarvifee, lively Repreſenting in an «bloody manner, the bloody Sacrifice, 
which was offered for us upon the Crof; and by a diltinCtion of the Sym- 
bols, diſtinQly ſhewing hs death ( Chriſt's ) antil he come. This he gave 
in charge to his ApoſHes, as to the firſt and Chief Prie#s of the New Teſta- 
ment, and to their Succeſlors to Offer ; commanding them to do the fame 
thing he had there done at his /aſt Supper, in commemoration of him.” And 
this is the Oblation, or Sacrifice of the Maſs, which has been obſervd Per- 
form'd, frequented by the Faithful in all Ages, atteſted by the Gerer,1 
. Conſent of antient Carers, univerſal Tradition, Councils, and the praftice 
F 
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HE believes, (contrary to all 
#Reaſon,) theWord of God, 
and all Antiquity, that (beſides 
Heaven aud Hell,) there is a 
third Place, which his Church 7s 


intended purely for thoſe of his 


Communion, where they may ea« 


life , without danger of falling 
into Hell ; For, that though Hell 
was deſigned firſt, for the puniſh- 
ment of Sinners ; yet (that now, 
ſince the _ diſcovery of Pur- 
gatory,) Hell may eaſily be skip d 
over; and an Eternal Damnation 
avoided, for an exchange of ſome 
ſhort Penalty «undergone in this 
Pope's Priſon; where he never 
need fear to be detain d long, for 
that, if he has but a friend left 
behind him, that will but ſay a 
few Hail-Maries for his ſoul, or 
in his Teſtament did but re- 
member to order a ſmall ſum to 


he never need doubt of being ſoon 


A Papiſt Mſ-repreſented and Repreſented. 
of the whole Church, mention'd and allow'd of by all the Fathers Greek and 
Latine ; and never call'd into queſtion but of late Years ; being that Pure 
4 Offering which Malachy, ( Prophecying of Chriſt ) foretold ſhould be ofer'd 
; among the Gentiles in every place, Mal. 1.11. as it 1s uuderitood by ſeyeral 
Fathers, and particularly, S. Cypr. l. 1. c. 18. adverſ. Jud. 'S. Jerom, S.Theo- 
doret, S. Cyril, in their Commentaries upon this Text : S. Auguſtine, 1, 18, 

C. 15. de Civit. S. Chryſoft. in Pſal. 95. and others. 


XX1II. Of Purgatory, 


pleas'd to call Purgatory;a Place 


fily have admittance after this: 


brpreſented to ſome Mais Prieſt; 


E believes it damnable to ad- 

mit of any thing for Faith, 

that is contrary to Reaſon, the Word 
of God, and all Antiguxty : And that 
the Being of a Third Place, (call'd 
Purgatory,) 15 fo far from being con- 
trary to all, or any of theſe, that it 
is atteſted, confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd 
by them all. "Tis expreſly in the 2d. 
of the Machabees, C. 12. where Mo- 
ny was ſent to Fieruſalem, that Sa- 
crifices might be offered for the 
ſlain: And 'tis recommended as a 
Holy Cogitation to Pray for the Dead. 
Now though theſe Books are not 
thought Canonical by ſome, yet St. 
Auguſtine held them as ſuch, and 


' ſays they are fo received by the 


Church, (1. 18. de Civit.) But whe- 
ther ſo, or no: One thing is allow'd 
by all, iz. That they contain no- 
thing contrary to Faith, and that 
they were cited by the Antient F a- 
thers,tor the Confutation of Errors, 
forming of good Manners, and the 
explication of the Chriſtian Do- 
Ctrine : Thus were they us'd by 0- 
rigen for "ane agg; of the Va- 
entinan Hereticks, (Orip. in cap. <, 
Ep. ad Rom.) thus be Ye Copies 
(Lib. de Exhor, Mart. c. 11, ) thus 
by 
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'Releas'd ; For that a Golden by Euſcb. Ceſarienſis,) Lib. Prapar. 


a , [libl Open ft Evang. 11. C. 1 ) thus b St. Gree. 
= _ Moc form 7 of - New? Ambroſ. &e. And he is ina 
ay i © wl : I manner certain, that theſe Books 
other Priſon whatſoever. would never have been put to this 
Uſe by thefe _ and Learned Fathers ; they would never with ſuch con- 
fidence have produc'd their Authority, nor would they have been read'by the 
Church in thoſe Golden times, had this Doctrine of a Third Place, ( and of 
Prayers for the Dead, which they maintain,)been any/dle Superſtition, ameer 
Dream, contrary to Reaſon, the Word of God, and Antiquity, or had it 
been any Error at all. The being alſo of a Third Place 1s plainly- inti-- 
mated by our Saviour, ( Matth. 12. 32. ) where he ſays, Whoſceter ſpeaks 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall nor be forgiven him, neither in this World, 
neither in the i orld to come. By which words Chriſt evidently ſuppoſes, 
that (though che/e ſhall not) yet ſome ſins are-forgiven in the World to 
come : Which ſince it cannot be in Heaven, where no ſ#r enters ; nor in 
Hell, whence there is no Redemption; it muſt neceſſarily be ſome Midale- 
ſtate : And in this ſenſe it was underſtood by St. Avguſtine nigh twelye 
hundred Years ago, as is manifeſt in his Works. (Cv. De. l. 21. c. 13, 
& 24. & lib. 6.cont. Julian. c. 15.) ſoalſo by St. Gregory the Great, (L. 4. 
Diacl. c. 39.) ſo by St. Bernard againſt the Hereticks of his time. In the 
ſame manner does St. A»g«ſtine underſtand thoſe. words of St. Paml, 
(1 Cor. 3. 15.) He himſelf Tal be ſaved : yet ſo as by fire. Where he thinks ' 
him to _ of a purging fire, (Aug. in Pſal. 37.) So the ſame Father un- 
derſtands that Priſon of which St. Perer ſpeaks, (1 Per. 3. 19.) to be fome 
place of Temporal Chaſtiſement , (Ag. E . 99.) And if this great Do#or 
of the Church in thoſe Purer times, found fo often in the Bible, 4 Place of 
Pains, after this Life, from whence there was Releaſe ; how can any one. 
ſay, without great Jn thar the Being of a Third Place, is con- 
trary to the Word of God? Neither can the Antiquity of this Doctrine be 
more juſtly call*d in queſtion, of which is found ſo early mention , not 
only by this Holy Father ; .but even by others his Predeceffors, the Diſ- 
ciples of the Apoſtles, and the beſt Wirnfes of their Doftrine, (Diony/. 
L. de Eccl. Hier. c. 7. In At SS. Perper. & Felicit. mention'd and approv'd 
by S. Avg. l. 1. de Anima ejus Orig. c. 10. 1.3.c.g. & 1. 4.c. 18. Tertwl. 
L. de Cor. Mil. c. 3. Cypr. Ep. 66. ad Cler. Arnob.1. 4. cont. Gen.” pag: itt.) 
and many others quoted at length by the Learned Natalis Alexand. Tom. 
9eHiſt. Eccl. diſſert. 4.1.) And as for the Reaſon of this Tener, hs is bound 


tothink it does not want it, ſince he finds it abert:d by ſuch Virtnous, 


Learned and Conſidering Men, whom he dares not reckon Fools ; never 
hearing, that theſe us'd to Believe, but upon very good Grounds and fub- 
F 2 ſtati- 
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ſtantial Reaſons. And he thinks he isable to give ſome himſelf, by what -- 
he has learn'd from the Scriptures, and theſe Fathers, For having been 
taught by theſe ; F5r-ſ#, That when a ſinner is reconcil'd to God, though 


the Erernal Puriſhment due to his ſins, is always remitted , 


et there 


ſometimes remains a Temporal Penalty to be undergone. As in the caſe of - 
the Iſraelites, (Num. 14.) who by Moſes's Prayers obtain'd Pardon for 
their Mur-muring, and yet were excluded the Land of Canaan. As in the 
Caſe of »-Davia, (2 Sam. 12.) who was puniſh'd in the loſs of his Child 

after his ſiz was forgiven. Secondly, That there are ſome.ſins, which of 
thzir own pature are Light and YVerial, ſuch as ceo!. the fervour of Chartty, 
but do not extingziſh it, from which even Holy Men are not exempt, and 
of which it is faid, that the Juſt Man falls ſeven times, ( Auguſtin. Enchir. 
c. 70. & lib. Queſt, Ott. tr. 9.26.) Thirdly, That to all fins, whether 
great or ſmall, ſome Penalty is due to the Juſtice of God ; who as he has 
Mercy to forgive, has alſo J«ſtice _— : ſo that as St. Auguſtin ſays, 

ce 


(itt Enarr. in Pſal. 50, Whoſoever 


ks to God for mercy, mutt remember 


that he is juſt, and that his ſin ſhall not paſs unpuniſhed, Fourthly, That ge- 


guilt 0 


nerally —_ few Men / wc out of this lite, but either with the 
ſome light offences and verial ſims, or elſe obnoxious to ſome 


Temporal Puniſhment due to former ſins forgiven. -From theſe Heads, 
Diſcourſe leads him immediately to the Neceſſity of- ſome Third Place. « 
For ſince the Infinite Goodneſs of God can admit nothing into Heaven, 
which is not clean, and pure from all fin both great and /mal! : And his 
Infinite Juſtice can permit none to receive the Reward of Bliſs, who as 
yet are not out of debr, but have ſomething in Juſtice to /offer : There 
muſt of neceſſity he ſome Place or Srate, where Souls, departing this 
life, - pardon'd as to the Erernal Guilt or Pain, yet obnoxious to ſome 
Temporal Penalty, or with the guilt of ſome vemal faults, are Purg'd and 
Purify'd before their Admittance into Heaven. And this 1s what he is 
taught concerning —_ Which, though he knows-not, Where it 


* ; of what nature the 


ains are, -or how loug each Soul 1s. detained there? 


yet he believes, that thoſe, that are in. this Place, being the. Living 
Memberz.of Jeſus Chriſt, -are reliev'd by the Prayers of their Fellow-Mem- 
bers here on Earth, and that the Charitable Works perform'd upon their 
Death-bed, and the Alms diſpos'd on in their Laſt Will, are very avail- . 
able afterwards in order to their ſpeedier releaſe. 


XXIV. Ot- 
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XXIV, Of Praying in an Unknown Tongue. 


H- 4s counſeltd by his Church, 
A. to be preſent at Sermons, 
but never permitted to hear any, 
he is able to underſtand : they 
being all deliver d in an un- 
known Tongue. He is tanght 
to Pray, but it muſt be in Latin. 
He is commanded to aſſiſt at the 
Church-Service, and to hear 
Maſs, but it muſt be without un- 
derſtanding aword ; it being all 
perform'd in a Language, of 
which he is altogether Ignorant. 
And thus is miſerably depriv/d 
of all the comfortable Benefits 4 
Chriſtianity : Hearing, but with- 
out Underſtanding ; Praying, 
but without Reaping Fruit ; af- 
ting at Publick Affemblies, but 
the a Stock or a Stone, without 
feeling, or apy the leaſt ſenſe of 


Devotion. 


YE is counſell'd by his Church 
to be preſent at Sermons, ſuch 
as he Is able to underſtand, they be- 
ing always deliverd in the Vulgar 
Language of every Country : In 
France, French : in Spain,Spaniſh : in 
Italy, Italian: in England, ( it per- 
mitted ) Engliſh, They being pure- 
ly intended for the good Inſtruttion 
of the Congregation preſent. He 
15 taught to Pray, and always pro- 
vided of ſuch Books of Devotion as 
he 15 capable of underſtanding ; eve- 
ry Nation being well furniſhed with 
ſuch helps, extant in the Language 
proper to the Country. He 1s com- 
manded to aſſiſt at the Church-Ser- 
vice, and to hear Maſs ;; and in this 
he is inſtruſted, not to underſtand. 
the Words, but to know mhat #s done. 
For the Maſs being a Sacrifice, where- 
in 1s daily commemorated the Dearth 
and Paſſion of Chriſt, by an Oblarion, 
made by the Prieſt, of the Bod and 
Blood of the Immaculate Pra. un- 
der the Symbols of Bread and Wine, 


according to his own 1»ſtitution : *tis not the buſineſs of the Congregation 
preſent, to imploy their Ears in attending to the Words, but their Hearts 
1n contemplation of the Divine Myſteries, by raiſing up fervent affeCtions 
of Love, T hankſgiving, Compaſſion, Hope, Sorrow for fins, Reſolutions of 
amendment, &c, That thus having their Heart and Intention united with 
the Prieſts, they may he partakers of his Prayers, and of the Sacrifice he is 
then offering ; than which, he believes nothing is more acceptable to God, 
or beneficial to true Believers. And for the railing of theſe affetions in his 
Soul, and filling his Heart with the extaſies of Love and Devotion, he 
thinks in this caſe, there's little need of Words ; a trae Faith, without 
theſe, is all-ſufficient. Who could but have burſt forth into Tears of 
"Love and Thankſgiving,it h2 had been preſent while our Savioar was tyed 
to 


38 A Papiſt Miſ-repreſented and Repreſented. 
to the Pillar, Scourg'd and Tormented, though he open'd not his mouth to 

the By-ſtanders, nor ſpake a word * who would have needed a Sermon to 

have been fill'd with Grief and Compaſſion, if he had ſeen his Saviour ex- 

pos'd to the ſcorn of the Jews, when he was made a bloody fpeCtacle; by 
Pilate, with, Ecce homo, Lo the Man ? Who could have ſtood cold and ſertſe- 
leſs, upon Monnt Calvary, under the Cro/s, when his Kedeemer was hang- 
ing on it, though he had heard, or not underitood a word that he ſpoke ? 
Does any one think that thoſe Holy Women, who follow'd their Lord, in 

theſe ſad Paſſages, and were Witneſſes of his Sufterings, wanted Holy 
Aﬀections in their Souls, becauſe he ſpoke not ; or were they ſcandaliz'd 

at his ſilence ? Was not their Faith in him that ſuffer'd, by which they be- 
liev'd him to be Chriſt Fefzs, true God and Man, laying down his life for 
the Redemption of Man, ſufficient to. excite in their Souls all the Paſſions 
due from a ſinful Creatnre, to his bleeding Redeemer, to his Crucified Fe-. 
ſres ? The like Faith alſo is ſufficient to fill him with. Devotion, when he 
is preſent at the Holy Sacrifice of the: Maſs : For believing, that Chriſt is 
there really preſent before him, under the Species of Bread and Wine, and 
that He that lies upon the Altar, is the Lamb of God that takgs away the 
ſons of the World, What need of more, to quicken in his Soul all the Afe- 
tions of a Devont Lover ? Can he behold his Redeemer before him, and not 
break forth into Love and Thankſgiving ? Can he ſee him, that gives ſight 
to the Blind, health to the Sick, and life to the Dead, and yet ſtand ſtill 
ſenſeleſs and un-mov'd, without putting any Petition to him, without ask- 
ing any thing, for his blind, ſick, and ſinful Soul? Can he believe that he 
that gives his life for the World, and died for our fins, is there before him, 
and not be touch'd with ſorrow and contririon for his Offence, ? Can he ſee: 
commemorated every doleful paſſage of his Saviour's ſufferings, in the ſe- 

veral Miſteries of the Maſs, and yet not be fill'd with grief and compaſſion? 
Is not Feſ# welcom to a devout Soul, although he come in ſilence? Is not 
the Preſence of Chriſt, a more forcing motive to a Chriſtian, than any Hu- 
mane Words could be? And if he muſt needs have Words, let him behold 

with the eye of Faith the gaping Wounds of his Redeemer, and ſee if thoſe 
Feak, nothing to his Sow ? If they do not, 'tis becauſe he wants Faith. It 
nothing therefore concerns his Devorion, that the Maſs is ſaid in Latine : 
If the Church has order'd it thus, ſo to preſerve Unity ; as in Faith, for 
in the External Worſhip of God, and to prevent alterations and changes 

which it would be expos'd to, if in Vi=gar Langzages, and other good 
Reaſons ; What's that to him ? He ſhould receive but little advantage 

if it were in his Mother Tongue, For bclides, that the greateſt part is ſaid 
in ſo low 4 voice, that it 1s not poſſible he ſhould hear it ; the Words do 
not. belong to him, That's only the Prieſt's Office, and theObizgation is,to ac- 


company 
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- company the Prieſt in Prayer, and Spirit, to be a joint-Offerer with him, to 
contemplate the Afyferies there repreſented, and to excite in his Soul De- 
yotions according to the exigency of every Pallage : According to the Di- 
rections he finds tm his Eng/ſh Prayer-Books, of which there are extant 
great variety, ſct forth for the help of the /gnorant ; by which they are 
_ the meaning of every Part and Ceremony of the aſs, and how to 
apply their Devotions accordivgly. And if at any time he be preſent at 
other prublick, Devotions, as the Church-Offices, the Litanies, ſolemn Thanks- 
gitings, R__ &c. which are all perform'd in Late; or ſhould fay 
any private Prayers, or {ing an Hymn 1n the ſame Language, which he un- 
underſtands not ; yet is he taught that this may be done, with great benefit 
to his Soul, and the acceptance of God ; if at theſe occaſions he does but - 
endeavour to raiſe his thoughts to Heaven, and fix his heart upon his Ma- 
ker. For that God does nt reſpect the Language of the Lips, but of the 
Heart, does not attend the motion of the Tongue, but of the Mind ; and if 
theſe be but dircfted to him in Thankſgiving, in Praiſing, in Petitioning, in 
Humiliation, in Contrition, and ſuch like Ate, as circumſtances require, he 
need not donht but that God accepts his Prayers and Devotions, It bei 
an undeniable thing, that, to ſay Prayers well and devontly, 'tis not noel. 
fary to have attention on the Words, or on the Senſe of the Prayers z But 
rather purely on God : Of theſe three Arrentions, this aft being approvd 
by all, as of greateſt perfeCtion, and moſt pleaſing to God. And this he 
can have, whether he underſtands the Words or no. It being very uſval 
and eaſie for a Petitioner to accompany his Peririon with an carneſt deſire 
of obtaining his ſuit, though the Language in which it is worded, be wn- 
known to him. 


XXVYV, Of the Second Commandment. 


of E « kept in Tgnorance, a JJ, —_— - = 4 _ 

—_— Eſſential part of eſpecially in the Ten Command ment. 
his Duty towards God; never He is taught to underſtand them all 
being permitted to know the and every one: that there's #n Ob- 
Commandments, b«t by halves. ligation of obſerving them, under 
For in the Books deliver'd to him [in of eternal: Pamnation ; and 
for hisInftrudtion, ( ſuch are Ca- that whoſoever breaks any one cf 


: them, lofes the Favour of God, and 
techiſms ad Manuals,) the Se- _ 2rainly hazards the loſs of his 


cond Commandment is wholly Soul, as if he broke them all. . And 


left out ; And he by this means, chough in the ſhort Carechiſm# and 
Manuals 


..40 
: Superſtitions Worſhip, ard 
is taught to fall into all ſorts of 


down-right Idolatry. And then 
the Commandments he does: 


Learn, are in ſuch diſorder, by 4 
confuſion of the two firſt into one, 
and a cutting the laſt into Two , 
gH—_P only three in the farlt 

able, and {even in the Second: 
That no reaſon can be able to ju 
 ftify this mangling and chopping, 
772 oppoſition to all Authority and 

_ Antiquity. 
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Manuals, in which the whole Chri- 
ſtian Dott; tre is deliver'd in the moſt 
compendious and eaſie method, in 
condeſcendence to weak Memories, 
and low Capacities ; the Second Com- 
mandment ( as 'tis reckon'd by ſome) 
be wholly omitted : Yet 1s it to be 
ſeen at length in other Catechiſms, 
and DoCtrinal Books,to be met with 
every-where in great plenty. And 
if any one ſhould chance not to ſee 
any of theſe, yet would he be out of 
of all danger of falling into any S«- 
perſtitious Worſhip or 1dolatry : for 
that having read his Firſt Command- 


ment, Thou ſhalt have ne other Gods 

before me ;, he is taught, that by this, he is commanded to Serve, Love, A- 
dore and Worſhip one only True, Living and Eternal God, and no more: 
That 'tis forbidden him, to Worſhip any Creature for a God, or to give it 
the honour due to God ; and that whoſoever Worſhips any dels, Images, 
Pittures, or any graven thing ( whatſoever the Object be, whether in Heaven 
above, in the Earth beneath, or in the Waters under the Earth) for God, 
breaks the Commandment, by committing Jdolatry, and ſtands guilty of an 
inexcuſable and moſt damnable fin. Now having been taught, that this is 
the intent of the frſ# Precepe of the Decalogue, he thinks there can be but 
little danger of his becoming Swper/tiriovcs in his Worſhip, or an /dolator, 
for want of the Second ; there being nothing in this, but what he is fully 
and expreſly inſtrufted in, by having learn'd the Fi/t : it being rather an 
Explication of this, than any New and Di#tintt Precept : And for this rea- 
Jon he finds them in his Books, put together as Ore, or rather as the fir## 
Commandment, with its explicatzon ; by which means it comes about, that 

. thereare only Three in the firſt Table, teaching him his Duty towards God ; 
and ſever in the latter, concerning his Duty to his Netghbour ; which is the 
Diviſion aſlign'd by St. Aryguſtine. And. tho' St. Hierom obſerves not this 
method, but divides them into Foxr and Sz ; yet there being no direftion 
in Scripture concerning the Number of the Commandments, to be aſlign'd 
to each Table ; nor to let us know, which is the firſt, which the ſecond, 
which the-+hird4 Commandment, or which the /aſft. He is taught, that 'tis 
but an neceſſary trouble, to concern himſelf about the imber of them, 
or Diviſion, when-as his whole buſineſs ought to be, the Obſervance of them 


in his Life and Converſation. 
XXVI. Of: 


o* - a». 
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XXVI.. Of Mental Reſervations. 


H* is taught to keep no Faith 
with any that are reputed 
Hereticks by his Church ; and 
thet whatſoever Promiſes he has 
made, tho' never ſo poſitive and 
firm, with this ſort of Propee, 
he may Laiwfully, break, and cheat 
and cozen them without any ſcru- 
ple. And though he muſt not do 
this by down-right Lying, azd 
telling Untruths ; for that would 
be a ſin ; yet he may make uſe of 
any indirett ways, ſuch are dil- 
ſimulation, Equivocations, azd 
Mental Reſervations, and by 
theſe means draw them into his 
ſaares ; And this without fear of 
offending God,who is well pleas d, 


H* is taught, to keep Faith with 
all ſorts of People, of whatſo- 
ever [/u4gment or Perſwaſion they be, 
whether in Communion with his 
Church, or no ; heis taught to ſtand 
to his Word, and obſerve his Pro- 
miſe given, or made to any whatſo- 
ever - and that he cannot cheat or 
cozen, whether by diſſembling, equi- 
vocations,or mental reſervations,with- 
out defiance of his own Conſcience, 
and the violation of God's Law. 
This is the Inſtruftion he receives 
from the Pulpir,the Confeſſionary,and 
his Books of Direftion. The holy 
Francs Sales, in his Introdattion to 4a 
Devour Li'e, (p. 3. c. 30.) tells him 
plainly, Let your Talk be courteous, 
frank, ſincere, plain and faithful.oith« 
out double dealing, ſubtilty or diſem- 
bling : This he 15 taught to obſerve 
and prattiſe, and that without this, 


with theſe kind of pious Crafts, , 
allows of theſe Holy cheats, 'tis not poſlible to pleaſe God. In 
the Catechiſm ad Parochos, compil'd 


by order of the Council of Trent, and recommended to all Pariſh-Prieſts 
for the inſtruCtion of the Faithful, he is taught, that by the Eighth Com- 
mandment he 1s forbidden all diſſimulation,whether in Word or Deed ; that 
cum ſcelere conjuntta ſunt, to Fry or do otherwiſe than for the intimation 
of what is in the mind, 1s abominable and wicked, That no man ſhall 
bear falſe witne/s againſt this Neighbour, whether he be Friend or Enemy. 
And Pope /znecent XI, in a Decree iſſued forth the Second of Match, An- 
70 1679. has [triftly commanded all the Faithful in virtue of his holy Obe- 
dience, and under pain of incurring the Divine Vengeance, that they ne- 
ver Swear equ4ccally, or with any mental reſervarion, upon no account or 
retended convenience whatſoever : Ard that if any preſume either pub- 
ickly or privately to tcach or maintain the Doctrine of Swearing with 
equivocations or mental re/ervation,that they de fatto incurExcommunication 
/ate Sententie, and cannot be abſolv'd by any, but the Pope himſelf, excep- 
G ting 
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ting at the hour of death. Pe is tanght therefore to ſpeak plainly and 
lincerely, without d1ſſunulations, COUTUOCATICNS, mental reſervations, or any 
ſuch like Artifices, which cannot be but.very 1njurious to all Soczery, and 
diſj-l-aling tothe Fi-/f Truth, And now it any Authors in coramunion with 
his Chazch, be produced as Patrons of inward Reſerves, and grand Abet- 
tor: of thſ: mental Juzgles, let them hold up their hands, and anſwer for 
themſelves : Their Church has declard for no ſuch Doctrine, and is no 
more to be charg'd with their extravagant Opirions, than with the unex- 
cm plar lives of other her Aembers,whoic "a regulories arc not at all deriv'd 
from their Xeligjor, but from the negledt of their own corrupt Inclinations, 


and giving way to the temptations of their Enemy. - 


XXVII. Of a Death-Bed-Repentance. 


E is bred up tn a total ne- 
glett of the ſervice of 
God, of all Virtue and Devotion, 
while he is well, and in good 
health; upon preſumption of a 
Death-bed-repentance, and 4 
confidence, that all his fins will 
be certainly forgiven, if he can 
but once ſay, Lord have mercy 
upon me, at the laſt hour. Ad 
tis a ſufficient encouragement 
to him, to rely wholly upon this, 
to ſee that there is no ſuch pro- 
fligate Villain, zoze that has 
livd, tho to the herahth of WIce 
kedneſs and debanchery of his 
Communion ; but at his death 
he (hall be afſiſted by a Prieſt,and 
ſhall receive an Ablolution from 
all bis fins, with an abſolute pro- 
miſe of being ſoon admitted to 
Bliſs, and Reigning with Chris, 
if he can but once ſay, he is {or- 


E 15 bred up in the Service 

and Love of God, taught 

to work his Salyation in fear 

and trembling, to provide in health- 
time againlt the /aſt howr, and by no 
means to rc.y upon a Death-bed-Re- 
pentarce:;, for that Men, (generally 
ſpeaking,) as they live, ſo they die z 
and 'tis to be fear'd greatly, that 
thoſe, who neglett God Almighty, 
and forſake him all their /zfe-time, 
will never find him at their death. 
So that, (with St. A-guſtine,) he 
donbts the Salvation of as many 
as defer their Converſion till that 
hour, and has no encouragement 
at all to do it. However, if any are 
fornd, that have been ſo negle(tul 
of their Duty, as to put off this 
great buſineſs of Ererrity to the 
laſt moment : He is taught, that, in 
Charity, they onght to have all aſſi- 
ſtance poſſible, to put them in mind, 
of their condition, to excite .them 
to a hearty deteNtation of. all their 
Offences : To let them know that, 
tho' they deſerve Hell-fire in puniſh- 
ment 


. 
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ay + oy if his Voice fail him, ſja- ment of their wickedneſs, yet that 
wh ye _ be Nod of Ly they ought by no means Deſparr, for 


. .,. that God is merciful; and, who 
Head, or the Motion of « Fin knows, bur if they heartily call uP- 


ger. on him, and endeavour for a fin- 
cere Repentance, with an humble confidence on the Merirs and Paſſign of 
Teſws Chriſt, he may hear their Prayers, ſhew them mercy, and give them 
time to repent. 1 he{e are a'! thz Promiſes car be given in this point ; 
and this, is what he ſees daily practic'd ; And if ſome, . by theſe means, 
are preſery'd fiom fai:ing into def; alr , 'tiz well ; Butas for any receiving 
from hence, enconragement of coming into the like circirmftances, he 
thinks there's but little danger ;, eſpecially ſince there's nothing ſo often 
repeated in Eooks, no more common Subjects for Sermons, than the dif- 
playing the manitoid perils of delaying ones Converſion, and putting off 
Repentance «ll the Laff hour. 


XXV 21:1, Of Faſting. 


| E is contented with the ap [S Church teaches him, that the 


pearance of Devotion, and - _—_ ric of Conn the 

; , : 1INNAamnme 0 ormincation, an prerence 
ing not bryond the name 0 mM, 

looking _ A to 1t, are only vain and fruitleſs 


Mortitication, ke ſits down well things, if they are not accompani- 
ſatisfied with theſhadow ,vithout <q with the [cbſtance. And that *tis 
eve; takingcare for thelulſtance, but a very lame compliance with the 
And this, being a great Preten- Eccleſiaſtical Precept of Faſting, to 
der to Faſting, and the Denial of abſtain fromFleſh,unleſsall otherEx- 
himſelf, he thinks he has ſuff- ex are TIT 
| | WY . 'Tis $ Chur 
ciently u_ lied with his Duty not forbidden on theſe days the 
in this point, and made good hi 5 drinking of Wine, but permits a mo- 
claim; if he has but abitaind derate uſe of it, as at other times ; 


* from Fleſh; And tho' at the Butis fo far from giving liberty to 


fame time, he Regales himſelf at any of her Flock, of committing 
Noon, with all variety of the Exceſſes, that ſhe declares Drunken- 
choiceſt Fiſh, and Huff hi mſe If ſs and all Gluttony whatſoever, to 


| | be more hainous and [candalous ſins 
'ioht w , : , 
a Vight with the beſtConlerves, 1 ſuch Days, than on any other : 


and delicateſt Junkets,and drinks They being expreſly contrary, not 
all day the pleaſanteſt Wines, only to the Law of God, but alſo to 
and other Liquors : yet he per- the intention of the Church, which 

: G 2 appoints 
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ſmades bimſelf, that he is a tru- 
ly Mortified Man, that he has 
moſt Chriſtian-like commemor a- 
ted the bitter Death and Paſſion 
of his Redeemer, and done a 
work of great force, in order to 
the ſuppreſiing his corrupt In- 
clinations, and atisfying for the 
Offences of his Life paſt. Nay, 
he has ſuch a prepoſterous con- 
ceit of things, that he believes 
it a greater ſia to eat the leaſt 
Lit of Fleſh on a Faſting-day, 
than to be down-right Drunk, or 
commit any other _— : As ,'s 
wing leſs ſcruple of breaking the 
bed tn God oben 
of violating any Ordinance of 
the Pope, or any Law of his 
Church. 


nts theſe times for the retren- 
baucheries and conquering 
our vicious Appetites. And now if 
any of his\Profeſſion, make leſs Scru- 
ple of beingYrunkon a Faſt ing-day, 
than of eating the lealt bir oj Fleſh : 
he knows nothing more can be ſaid 
of them, than of many others,who 
will not break the Sabath day by do- 
ing any ſervile Labour on it, for all 
the World, looking on this as a moſt 
Damning ſm ;, and yet at the ſame 
time,have little ſcruple of Swearing, 
Curſmg, Lying, or revelling the grea- 
teſt part of the day. Which is not, 
becauſe they have more liberty for 
theſe, than the former ; they being 
all moſt wicked Offences ; but be- 
cauſe they that do thus, are but 
Chriſtians by halves, who with a 
kind of Phari/ſaical and Partial Obe- 
dience, ſeem to bear ſome of the 


' Commandnents moſt zealouſly in 


their Hearts, while others they 


trample under their feet; ſcrupling many times at aMoar.and on other oc- 
caſions, palling by a Beam undiicern'd : For which their Church is not to 
be accountable, but They themlielves, as being guilty of 2 wilful blind- 
neſs, and a molt unchriſtian negligence. This 1s the real caſe of ſuch of 
his Communion, who, on days of Humiliation, while they abſtain from 
Fleſh, yet give ſcandal by their Intemperateneſs. "They have a Command 
of God, by which they are oblig'd on all days to live ſiberly, and to avoid 
all Gluttony and Drunkeneſs;, and on Faiting-days ;, beſides this Command 
of God, ho have a Church-precept, by which they are bound (if able) 
| to cat but one Meal in a day, and that nor of fiſh. And now if ſome are ſo 
inconliderate and careleſs, as to be ſcrupulouſly obſervant of one of theſe 
Commands, and wholly negligent of the other ; 'tis not becauſe their Re- 
ligion teaches them to do fo, (which deteſts and condemns all ſach ſcanda- 
lous partiality, and complying with their Duty by halves ) but becauſe they 
ſhut their ears to all good Inſtruction, and chnſe rather to follow their 
own corrupt Appetites, than the wholſom Doctrine of their Church, 
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XXIX. Of Diviſions and Schiſms in the Church, 


E is of a Religion, in 
which there are as many 
Schiims as Families : And they 
are ſo divided in their Opinions, 
that commonly, as many as meet 
i: con;pany, ſo many ſeveral Te- 
nets are maintain d. Hence ariſe 
their Infinite and endleſs Dyl- 
putes ; and the diJagreement of 
their Divines, who pretead to 
ive a true and ſolid explication 

v the Myſteries of the Chri- 
ftian Faith, and yet differ in as 
maiiy Points as they write of. 
Beſides, what variety of Tuage- 
ments are there in their Religi- 
ous Houſes and Cloiſters, none 
agreeing with another, in their 
oundation, Inſtitution, axd 
Profeſſion ? This being of the 
Religion of St.Dominick, That 
of St. Francis, 4a Third of St. 
Bernard, Others of St. BenediCt; 
and ſo without number ; ſo that 


45 many Orders, as many Religi- 


ons. And yet they pretend to 
Chriſtian Unity, amidſt this di- 
verſity growing upon them every 


day. 


HF i5of a Religion, in wiich 
there are no Shi/zis or Sepa- 
rations ; all the Members of it (how- 
ever ſpread through the World) 
agreeing like ore an, in cvery Ar- 
ticle of their Faich, by an equal /»b- 
miſſion to the Determinations 'of” 
their Chr. And no one oi them, 
tho' moſt Learned and W:::, ever 
following any other Rule in their 
Faith beiides this, of aſſerting to all, 
that the Church of God, planted by 
Chriſt, aſſiſted and prorefted by the 
Holy Ghoſt, propoſed ro the Faithful 
to be believ'd, as the Dottrine of the 
Apoſtles, and receiv'd as ſuch ta all 
Ages. Which 1s, all uranimoully to 
believe as the Church of God believes. 
No one of his Communion ever 
doubting of this, or ſcrupling to 
receive any thing, after his Crarches 
Declaration, And now, tho' they all 
thus conſpire in every point of Faith; 
yet there is great diverſity among 
School-men in their Divizity-points 
and Opinions of ſuch matters, as. are 
no Art.cles of Faith, and have no 
relation to it, but as ſome ctrcume 


ſtance or manner :, which being never 


defin'd by their Church, may be 
maintain'd ſeverally, either rkys.0r 
that way, without any breach of 
Fauh, or injury to their K-/1gjon : 
Apd of theſe things only they di- 


ſpute, and have their Debates in manner of a Schoo?-Exerciſes, withovt any 
diſagreement at all in their Belzef, but with a perfeft Urry. The like 
Unity is there amonglit their Religiozs Orders, all which 127 the femc Creed, 
own the {ame Authority in the Church of Chrift ;, ard 12 every thing pro- 
ſeſs the ſame Faith ; and have no other. differences, than as it wee of 


n 
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ſo many ſeveral ſteps, or degrees, in the praftice of a Devout and Holy 
life. Some being of a more Severe and Stritt Diſcipline, others of a more 
Gentle and Moderate, ' Some ſpending more time in Praying, others more 
inWatcl-ing, others more in Fajting ; {ome being, intended tor the Catcchi- 
ſing, ard breeding up of Youth ; others for taking care of Hoſpitals, and 
looking ater the $:&.; others for going amongit J-f12«ls, and Preaching 
to them the Go#þel of Chi it, ard for inch tte Pions and Ch! iſtian Leligns, 
to the greater Glory and Honour of God. Whicit Citrerences make no 
other difference in the ſeveral Profeſſors, than there was b<tween Afzry 
and Martha, who expreſs'd their Love ard Scrvice to their Lord in a very 
different imploy ; but both commendadly, ard without any darger of 
prejudicing the Uzity of thcir Faich, 


XXX, Of Fryars and Nuns. 


E is taught to have a high 
efteem for all thoſe of his 
Communion,who cloiſtering them- 
ſelves up, become Fryars and 
Nuns ; a ſort of People, who call 
themſelves Religious, and are 
nothing but a Religious Cheat ; 
wnder the cloak of Piety, and pre- 
tence to Devotion, deceiving the 
World ; and living to the height 
of Wickedaeſs, under the notion 
of Saints. They vow Chaſtity, 
Poverty ad Obedience, azd ob- 
ſerve nothing leſs ; but live in all 
reſpeits ſo irregular and ſcanda- 
lous, that were there to be taken 
a compendions draught of all the 
Luxury, Pride, Covetouſneſs,Ir- 
rellgion, and other Vices, through 
the whole World, it might be 
modelld according to what is att- 
ed between any of theſe 4 Walls, 
in which theſe Recluſes live, 


E 1s taught to have a high c- 
ſtecm tor thoſe of his Commu- 
rion,who undertake that ſort of lite, 
which according to Chrilt's own di- 
rection, and his Apoſtles, is pointed 
out as the bei. A ſort of People, 
who endeavour to perform all that 
God has Commanded, and alſo what 
he has Conſelld, as the berrer, and in 
order to more perfection. They hear 
Chriſt declaring the danger of X;- 
ches ;, they therefore embrace a vo- 
luntary Poverty, and lay aſide all Ti- 
tles to Wealth and Poſleſſions. St. 
Paul Preaches, That he that giveth 
not 1s Virgin in Marriage, «oth better 
than he that ages ;, and that ſhe that is 
unmarried cares for the things of the 
Lord, kow ſhe may be holy, borh in body 
and sþirit : They therefore chuſe a 
ſogle ſtate, Conlecrating their Yir- 
giraty to God ; that ſo they may be 
wholly intent on his ſervice, and be 
careful how to pleaſe him ; while ſhe 
that is married cares for the things 
of the World, how ſhe may pleaſe her 
Hucband, 1 Cor. 7. 32, 33, 34, 38. 
| The 
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without danger of omitting any The Goſpel Proclaims, that thoſe 


ACT - that will follow Chriſt, muſt den 
; wicked and wnchri- ) y 
thing, that ts 1 teke themſelves ; they therefore renounce 


ſtiam. their own wills, and without reſpett 
to their own proper inclinations, paſs their life in a perperal Obeience. 
And bcecanſe the World 15 corrupt, ſo that to a pious Soul, every buſineſs 
is a Diſtrattion,every diverſion a Tempration, and more frequently the pro- 
vocations to Evil, than Examples to Good ; they therefore retire from it. 
as mnch as poſlible, and confining themſelves to a little Corner or Cell, 
apply themſelves wholly to Devotion, making Prayer their bulineſs, the 
Service of God thcir whole imploy, and the Salvirion of their Souls their 
only delign. And now, if in theſe Rerirements, where every thing ts order'd 
45 it may be moſt advantageous for the promoting Yirtze and Devotion, 
nothing permitted that is'likely to prove a diſturbance to Godlinefs, or 
ailnrements to Evil, yet ſome five /candaloyſly, and give ill example to the 
World : What can be ſaid, but that no Srare can ſecure any Man; and that 
no ſich proviiion can be made in order to a Holy Life, but it may be abu'd ? 
ut yet he docs not think that ſuch 2b»/es, and the viciouſneſs of ſome, can 
be argument enough to any juſt and reaſonable Man,to condemn the whole, 
and the [:/tzrztion in, ſelf. Is not Azrriage abnsd an infinite number of 
ways, and many forc'd to embrace this ſtate, or at Ica!t to accept of ſuch 
ra!ticular Perſons contrary to their own choice and liking ? Is there any 
at2 in this World, any Condition, Trade, Calling, Profeſſion, Degree, 
or Dignity whatſoever, which is not abus'd by ſome ? Are Chwrches exempt 
from abuſes? Are not Bibles and the 115d of God abus'd ? Is not Chreſtia- 
zity it ſelf abus'd, and even the Mercy of God abus'd ? If therefore there is 
nothing ſo Sacred and Divine in the whole World, which wicked and ma- 
licious Men do not pervert to their 11] deligns, to the high diſhonour of 
God, and their own Damnation : How can any one vpon the mzer con- 
{ideration of ſome abuſzs, pals Sentence of Condemnation againſt a thing, 
which otherwiſe is Good and Holy ? "Tis an undeniable trath, that to em- 
brace a Life exempt, as much as can he, from the turmoils of the World ; 
and in a quiet rettrement to Dedicate ones ſclt to the Serrice of God, and 
ſpend ones days in Prayer and Contemplation, is 2 molt commendable un- 
dertaking, and very becoming a Chriſtian, And yet, if ſome, who enter 
{uch a courſe of life as this, fall ſhort of what they pretend, and inſtead 
of b:coming eminent in Virtue and Godlineſs, by their nn-exemplar lives, 
prove a Scardal to their Profeſſion: Is their Rule ard Fiſt trrtion to be con- 
demned ; or rather, they who iwerv'd from it ? Not nor. the Dignity of 
an Aroſtle, ſuffer for the fall of Judas : Nor the Commandment: lic under 
an aſperſion upon the account of thoſe that break them. na—_— 
(XXI. Ol 


<< — 


/ 


48 A Papiſt Mzyſ-repreſented and Repreſent ed. 


XXXT. Of Wicked Principles and PraCtices. 


E is Member of Church 
which is called Holy ; 
bat iz ber DoEtrine and Practices 


ſo Foul aud Abominable, that 


whoſoever admires her for San- 
Qtity, may pon the ſame grounds 
do homage to Vice it ſelf. Hu 
ever ary Socieily fince C _— 
time, appear d in :he World ſo 
black aud deforn: i: with Helliſh 
Crimes as ſhe ? 114 not ſhe out- 
done even - the. 0ſt Barbarous 
Nations and Infidels, with her 
Impieties, and drawn a ſcandal 
upon-the name of Chriſtian, by 
her unparallel d Vices? Take but 
a view of the horrid Pradtices 
fhe has been engag d in of late 
years; conſider the French and 
Iriſh Maſſacres, the Murders of 
Henry I. and IV. Kzngs of. 
France, the Holy League, the 
Gun-powder-Treaſon,the Cru- 
elty of Queen Mary, the Firing 
of London, the late Plot zz the 
Tear 1678. to ſubvert the Go- 
yernment, ard deſtroy His Ma=- 
jeſty ; the death of Sir Edmund- 
bury Godtrey ; and an infinite 
aumber ' of other ſuch-like De- 
velliſh Contrivances; And then 
tell. me, whether that Church, 
which has been: the - Author and 


which, according to the gth. 
Article of the Apoſtles Creed, he 
believes to be Holy ; and this not 
only in NNaae, but alſo in Dottrine ; 
and for witneſs of her SanCtity, he 
Appeals to her Concils, Catechiſms, 
Pulpits, and Spiritual Books of Di- 
rection ;, in which the main deſign 
is, £0 imprint in the hearts of the 
Faithful, this comprehenfive Maxim 
of Chriſtianity ; Thar they ought t9 
love God above all things, with their 
whole Heart and Soul; and their 
Neighbour as themſelves. And that 
none flatter themſelves, with a con- 
fidence to be ſav'd by Faith alone, 
without living Soverly, F«ſtly, and 
Piouſly;, as 'tis in the Council of 
Trent,Sefſ, 6. c. 11. So that hedoubts 
not at'all, but that as many as live 
according to the Direction of his 
Church, and in obſervance of her 
Dottrine, hve Holily in the Service 
of, and Fcar of God; and with an 
hamble confidence in theAerzes and 
Paſſion of their Redeemer, may hope 
to be receiv'd after this Life, into 
Eternal Bliſs. But that a/l in Com- 
munion with his Church do not live 
thus Holily, and in the f:ar of God, 
he know: 'tis to9, too evident; there 
being many in all places, wholly 
forgerfnl- of thcir- Duty, giving 
themſelves up to'all ſorts of Vice, 
and guilty of moſt horrid Crimes. 
And tho” he is not bound to betieve 
all to be 774h, that is charg'd up- 


H*- is Member of a Church, 


ON- 


Promoter of ſuch Barbarous De- 


' fiens, ought to be efteem'd Holy, 


and reſpetted for Piety and Re- 
ligion, or rather be condemn'd for 
the Miſtereis of Iniquity, the 
Whore of Babylon, which hath 
polluted the Earth with her 
Wickedneſs, and taught nothing 
but the Doitrine of Devils ? 
And let never ſo many preten- 
ces be made; yet tis evident, that 
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them by Adver/aries ; there being 
no Narrative of any fuch Devilliſh 
Contrivances and Prattices laid to 
them, wherein Paſſion and Fury have 
not made great Aaditions ; wherein 
things Dubiovs, are not improv'd 1n- 
to certainties, Sufþicions into Realiries, 
Fears and Fealouſies, into Subſt ant1al 
Plots, and cown-right Lies, and Re- 
corded Perjurics into Pulpit, nay Goſ- 
pel-Truths. Yet really thinks, that 
there has been Men of his Profeſſion 
of every rank and degree, Learned 


all theſe Execrable Praffices have \angunlearned, high and low, Secu- 


been done according to the known 


Principles of this Holy Church, 


and that her greateſt Patrons, the 


moſt Learned of her Divines, 
her moſt Eminent Biſhops, her 
Prelates, Cardinals, aud cver 
the Popes themſelves, have been 
the chief Managers of theſe Hel- 
liſh Contrivances. And what 
more convincing Argument that 
they are all well approved, and 
conform to the Religion taught 
by their Church, 


lar and Eccleſiaſtick, that have been 
ſcandalous in their Lives, wicked 
in their Deſigns, without the far 
of God in their Hearts, or care of 
their own Salvation. But what then? 
Is the whole Church to be condemn'd 
for the vicious Lives of ſome of her 
Profeſſors ; and her Dottrine to ſtand 
guilty of as many Villanies as thoſe 
commit, who neglect to follow it ? 
If fo, let the Men of that Society, 
Judgement, or Perſwaſion, who are 
not 1n the like circumſtance, fling 
the firſt ſtore. Certainly if this way 
of paſſing Sentence, be once allow'd 
as juſt and reaſonable, there never 


was, nor ever will be, any Religion or Church of God upon the Earth. *Tis 
but reck'ning up the Idolatries, Superſtitions, Cruelties, Rebellions, 
Murders of Princes, Impieties, and other ſuch like Enormities, commit- 
ted by the Jews, as they ſtand Recorded in Scripture z and 'tis immediate- 
ly prov'd, that the Jews were never the choſen People of God, nor their 
Law, the DiCtates of Heaven. Tis but making a Liſt of the 1/demean- 
ours, Trregularities, Abuſes, Exceſſes, Treacheries, Simony, Seperation, Diſ- 
coras, Erroneons Dottrines, to be found, even in the time of the Apoſtles 
and their Followers, and they are all effeftually prov'd to be the Diſci- 
ples of Antichri#t ;, and that the Worlds Redeemer had no ſooner aſcen- 


ded into Heaven, but his Apoſtles left "_ and began to ſet up for Schiſm 


and 
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and Vice. By this way, Conſtantine may be evidently condenn'd for an 
Heathen, becauſe he murdered his Wite and his Son: And' the- Religion of 
Theodoſins be mark'd out for Atheiſm, becauſe, by his Order, ſeven Thou- 
ſand T hefſalonians,were Treacherouſly Maſſacred 1n three hours ſpace,with- 
out diſtinCtion of Sex or Age, or the Innocent from the Guilty. A confident 
Undertaker would find no difficulty in proving all this ; eſpecially if he 
had bur the C ft of exaggerating ſome things, mi/-repre/enring others, of 
finding Authorities and Texts for every idle Story, of charging the extra- 
vagant Opinions of every ſirole Author, vpon the Kelic3on they profeſs , 
of, raking together all the Wickcdneſs, Cruelties, Treacheries, Plots, 
Confpiracies, at any time committed, by any ambitions Deſperado's, or 
wicked Vi!lains : And then politively allerting, that what theſe did, was 
according to the Dottrine of that Church of which they were Members ; 
and that the true mcaſures of the Santtity and Goodneſs of. the Church in 
whoſe Communion theſe Men were, may be juſtly taken from the Beha- 
viour of ſuch Offenders. But certainly no Man of Reaſon and Conſcience 
can allow of ſuch Proceedings. No ſober Man would eyer go to Tybourn, 
and Wherſtones-Park,, to know what 1s the Religion profeiled in England 
according to Law ; Nor would look into all the Sinks, Jakes, Dung-hills, 
Common-ſhores about Town, from ſuch a Proſpett to give a true De- 
ſcripion of the City. Why therefore ſhould the CharaQter of the Church 
of - Rome and her Dofrine be taken only from the looſe Behaviour and 
wicked Crimes of ſuch, who, tho' in Communion with her, yet live not 
according to her DireCtion ? She teaches Holineſs of Life, Mercy to the 
Poor, Loyalty and Obedience to Princes, and the neceſſity of keep- 
ing the Commaraments, (witneſs the many Books of - Devotion and Dire- 
&tion, made Engliſh for Publick, benefit, written originally by Papiſts,) and 
great numbers there are (God be prais'd) who praftice this in their Lives, 
And now if there-be many alſo, who ſtop their Ears to good InſtruCtion, 
and following the Suggeſtion of their own ungovern'd appetites, of Pride, 
Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Luxury, &c. ſo lay aſide all concern of Salva- 
tion, and become unchriſtian both to God and their Neighbour,that they 
are-a;ſhame to their Profeſſion : Why ſhould the Church be repreſented 
according to the Wickedneſs of thoſe that negleCt her Doftrine ; and not 
rather by the Picty and Exemplar Lives of ſuch as follow it ? Is not this 
to deal by her, (if we may uſe ſuch- a Compariſon) as 'tis generally done 
by the Sign of 'St. Dunſtan, near Temple-Bar, (on which, tho' the Saint be 
drawnalmoſt in the full proportion, and there's no more of the Devil on 
it, beſides the: reaching towards him with a pair of Tongs ;) yet 'tis de- 
ſcribd-only by the name of the Devil-Tavern, without the leaſt mention 
of the Saint? And is not this partiality nnjuſt, and theſe piece-meal De- 
b ſcriptions 
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{eriptions unreaſonable ? Let the Charadter of the Church be given accor- 
ding to what ſhe teaches, and not according-to the Writings of every poſi- 
tive Opiniator, and the Prattices of every wicked Liver, and.then there's no 
fear of its coming out ſo »g/yant deform'd. Neither let any one pretend 
to demonſtrate the Faith and Primeiples of the Papiſts, by the Warks of 
every Divine in that Communion ; or by the: Aft1ons of every Biſhop, Cardi- 
nal, or Pope ;, For they extend not their Faith heyond the Declarations of 
General-Conncils : And ſtanding faſt to theſe, they yet own, that many of 
their Writers are too looſe in their Opinions, that all Biſhops and Cardmals 
are not ſo edifying as becomes their State ; and that Popes may have their 
failings too. A Pope 1s a Temporal Prince, keeps a] Court, has variety of 
Officers about him. And if he has Flatrerers, and X5/-informers too, "tis 
nothing but what all Princes are ſenſible of, but cannot remedy. And hence 
* hedoubts not, but 'tis poſſible that he may be engag'd in unlawful under- 
* takings, and invite others to the like: And are not all other Princes ſub- 
: {j&tothis too? But what then? Theſe Attions of Popes concern not the ' 
Faithof thoſe who are in Communion with them ; they may throw a 
ſcandal indeed upon the Relzgion, but they can never -alter its Creed. But 
what need any other return to the numerous Clamours made daily againſt 
the wickedneſs of the Papif ? 'Tis a ſufficient vindication of their Chief 
Paſtors and Popes, (to uſe the words of a Perfon of Quality.) that among 
x two hundred and fifty, that have now Succeſlively bore that Charge,there 
: are not above ten or twelve,againſt whom, their moſt malicions Adverſa- 
? ries can find occaſion of ſpitting their Venom ; and that a Challenge 


. 
"erg 


* may be made to the whole World, to ſhew but the fifth part of ſo: many 
-* Cucceſſive Governours, ſince the Creation, vf which there have not'been-far 
* more that, have ab«#4d their Power, And as for their Flock. and People 
; owning this Authority, tis true, many wicked things have been done by 
= ſomeof them; and too many like, Libertines, neglect the care of their 
Souls : But however the Gezeraliry of them live like Chriſtians ;, few come 
to them,but with their Religion they change alſo their Manners for the ber- 
ter, Few deſert them, bur ſuch who ſeem to be fall'n out with all Chri- 
» Ffianity; And whoſoever will look into any of our Neighbournig Popiſh 
$ Towns, as Paris, Antwerp, Gawit, &c. will find in any oze of them, more 
Praying, more Fa#ting, more receiving the Sacraments, more viſiting of Pri- 
. "nai and the Sick, more Alms-giving, than in any ten Towns of the Re- 
; formation. 
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XXXII. Of MIRACLES. 


E is ſo given up to the 

belief of idle Stories and 
ridiculous Inventions ix favour 
of his Saints, which he calls Mi- 
racles, that nothing can be rela- 
ted ſo every way abſurd, fooliſh, 
and almoſt impoſſible, but _—_ 


credit with him ; and he ts {o cre- 


dulouſly confident of the truth of 


them, that there's no difference 
to him, betwixt theſe Tales, and 
what he reads in Scripture. Tis 
4 pretty Romance, to ſee what is 
recounted. of St. Francis's Cord, 
the Scapular, St. Anthony, S7. 
Bridget, and other ſuch. Favou- 
rites of Heaven. He that has 


but. read the Atchievements of 


theſe, may excuſe the peruſal of 
Bevis of Southampton, the Se- 
ven Champions, or Quevedo's 
Dreams; For theſe are nothing 
to compare to the former, either 
for the rare invention, wonder- 
ful furpri es, or performance of 
umpoſſibilit! 


ries, 


% 


E is not oblig'd to believe an 
one Miracle, beſides what is 
in une Cc, jpture ; -and for all others, 
hz may give the credit, which in pru- 


dence he thinks they deſerve ; con-, 


lidering the Honeſty of the Relator, 
the Authority of the Witneſſes, an 

ſuch other circumſtances, which on 
the like occalions uſe to gain his aſ- 
ſent. And ifupon the accouritpof 
meer Hiſtory,and the conſent ofa 
thors, few make any doubt, hut thee 
there was ſuch a one as C'2/ar, Alex- 
ander, Mahomet, Luther, &c, Why 
ſhould he doubt of the truth of many 
Miracles, which have not only the 
like conſent of Authors and Fhſtory, 
but alſo are atteſted by great num- 
bers of Eye-witneſſes, examin'd by 
Authority, and found upon Record, 
with all the formalities due to ſuch 
a Proceſs? St. Auguſtine relates many 
Miracles done in his time, ſo does 
St. Ferom, and ather Fathers; and if 


. they doubted nothing of them then, 


Why ſhould he queſtion the truth 
of them now ? He finds, that in the 
time of the 01d Law, God fayour'd 
many of his Servants, working - 
racles by their hands ; and he thinks 
now that God's hand is not ſhort- 


ned ; that the Diſciples of Chriſt are no leſs Favourites of Heaven, than 
thoſe of Moſes; and that the new Law may be very well allow'd to be as 
Glorious, and as particularly priviledg'd as the Old: eſpecially fince Chriſt 
promiſed that his Apoſtles ſhould do greater Miracles than ever He himſelf had 
done, And what if ſome Miracles (recounted by Authors, are. ſo wonder- 
fully frange, to ſome they ſeem Ridiculous and Abſurd ? are they the leſs 
true upon this account? Is not every thing Ridiculous to Unbelievers ? The 
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whole Dottrine of Chriſt is a Scandal to the Fews, and Folly to the Gentiles* 
And what more 4/«rd to one that wants Faith, than the Miracles recoun- 
ted in the Old Teftament ? Might not ſach a one turn them all into Ridi- 
cule and Buffoonry ? Take but Faith away, and ſee what becomes of Balaam 
and his Aſs, Sampſon and his Faw-bone, Eltas and his Fiery-Charior, Elijah's 
Mantle, Ax-head, and Dead- Bones, Gideon's Pitchers, Lamps and Trumpets in 
demoliſhing the Walls of Jericho, Moſes and his Burning-Buſh, his holding 
up his hands for the Victory over his Enemies, his parting of the Red-Sea 
and Joſha's commanding the Sun to ſtand [till, &c. Might not theſe, and + 
all the reſt be painted out as Ridiculors, as any ſuppofed to be done ſince 
Chriſt's time, and be put in the fame Liſt with the Hiſtory of Bevis, or 
Guy of Warwick? A little incredulity, accompanied with a preſumption of 
meaſuring God's Works by Humane Wiſdom,w1ill really make the greateſt 
part of hem paſs for Folkes, and Abſurd Impoſſibilities. And though he is 
fo far from giving equal aſſent to the Miracles related in Scripture, and 
the others wrought ſince, that the former he believes with a Divine Faith; 
and the reſt with an #ferjour kind of allent, according to the Grounds 
and Authority there is in favour of them, like as he does in Prophane Hi- 
ſtory : Yet the ſtrangeneſs of theſe, never makes him in the leaſt doubt of 
the Truth of them, 1ince 'tis evident to him, that all the Works of Heaven 
far ſurpaſs all his reaſo2ing, and that while he endeavours but to look even 
into the very ord2ary things daily wrought by God Almighty, the Aorior 
of the Sun, Moon and Sears, the Flowing of the Sea, the Growing of an Ear 
of Corn, the Light of a Candle, the Arrifice of the Bees, &c. he quite loſes 
himſelf, and is bound to confeſs his own /gnerance and Folly, and that God 
is Wonderful in all his Works, a God ſurpaſſing all. our knowledge. What- 
ſoever therefore is related upon good grounds, as done by the extraordi- 
nary Power of Gad, he is ready toaſlent to it, although he ſees neither 
the how, the why, nor the wherefore ; being ready to attribute all to the 
Honour and Praiſe of his Maker, to whoſe Omnipotent Hand, moſt of poor 
Man's impoſlibles, are none. 


XXXIII. Of Holy Water. 


| ; [- highly approves the Su- E utterly diſ-approves all ſorts 

hs tee of many 1n- H. "___ gs" _ ha 
animate things,. and attributes |, ere uae nun # 
wonderful effetts to ſuch Crea- Wazer, Blefſed Candles, Holy Oyl, ard 


: ; =_ Bread ;, not doubting, but that 
tures, which are but in a very in- 25 fach Men, who have Conſecrated 


feriour rank, and able to do no th:m{elves to the Serviceof God,in - 
the. 
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ſuch things. Holy Water .4 in 
feat efteem with himyſo are;Blelſ 
ed Candles,-Holy Oyl a»d:Ho- 
ly Bread, iz which he puts ſo 
much confidence \ that by the Pow- 
er of theſe, he thinks himſelf ſe- 
cure from all Witchcraft, Inchant- 
ment, and all the power of the De- 
vil ; nay,that by the help of theſe 
ſenſelels Mediators, he may ob- 
tain remiſſion of his Venial. or 
lighter fins. And in the uſe of 
theſe things, he is taught by his 
Church zo be ſo obſtinately poſi- 
tive, as if he had the Authority 
of Fathers and Scripture to back 
it, when-as there ts not the leaſt 
grain of Reaſon, no hint of An- 
_— no Text throughout rhe 
Word of God for the defence, 


command,or even permiſſion of it« 


the Preaching the Goſpel and Admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, have 
a particular reſpeft due to them, a+ 
bove the Laity : As Churches Dedi- 
cated to God, are otherwiſe to be 
look'd on,than other dwelling How/es: 
So likewiſe theſe other Creatures, 
which are particularly deputed by 
the Prayers and Bleſſing of thePrieſt, 
to certain uſes for God's own Glory, 
and the Spiritual and corporal good 
of Chriſtians, ought to be reſpected 
in a degree above other things. And 
what ſupe. ſtirions in the uſe of them ? 
Has not God himſelf preſcrib'd ſuch 


in-animate things, and Holy Men 


made uſe of them, for an intent a- 
bove their natural Power ; and: this 
without any Smperſtirion ? Was there 
Superſti:ion in the Waters of Fealouſie, 
Numb. 5. 17. In the Shue-Bread, in 
the Tables of Stone, in the Salt us'd 
by Elijah for ſweet'ning the infeCted 
Waters; in the Liver of the Fiſh 


taken by the Angel Raphael, for ex- 
pelling the Devil? Was it Szperſtirion in Chriſt to uſe Clay for the open- 
ing the cyes of the Blind ; or in the Apoſtles to impoſe hana: for the bring- 
ing down the Holy Ghoſt upon Chriſtians ; or to make uſe of Oy! for the 
curing of the Sick ? Mark 6. 13. And tho* there be no expreſs Command 
in Scripture, for Bleſſing Water, Bread, &c. yet there is this aſſirance,that 
every Creature 1s ſanttified by the Word of God and Prayer, 1 Tim. 4. 5. and 
frequent Promi/cs, That God would hear the Prayers of the Fairhful. Why 
therefore ſhould he doubt, but that theſe Creatures, on which the Bleſſing 
of:God is ſolemnly implor'd by the Word of God, and the Prayers of the 
Prieſt and Pcople, for their /anttificatior, are really ſanttified, according to 
the aſſurance of the Apoſtle, and the Promiſes of God ? St. Cyril of Jeruſa- 
lem, who liv'd in the Third Century, made no queſtion, but that, as thoſe 
things, which are offer'd toIdols, tho? pare in their own nature, are made 
em;ure by the /nvocation of Devils : So on the contrary, ſimple Water js made 
Holy, and gets a Santtity, by virtue receiy'd from the Invocation of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Chriſt our Lord, and his eternal Father, (Cyr. Carcch, 3.) St. Aru- 


guſtine 
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guſtine was of the Rme Jolene, touching the Benediftion of Bread ;, affir- 
ming, that. theFread which the Carechumens did take,tho' it was not Chriſt's 
Body, yet it was y 3 yes, and more holy/than the Meat wherewith- we are 
nouriſh'd, (Aug. Tom. 7.1; 2. de Pecc, Mer. & Remi/, c. 26.) The like is to 
be ſeen inthe Epiſtle of St. Alexander, who govern'd the Church but fifty. 
years after St.Perer ;, where he declares the C:ſtom even at that time of blef. 

ſag Water, and confirms the Pradtice of it by his Command. And that Wa- 
ter thus bleſs'd, was capable by virtue receiv'd from Heayen,oft-working ef- 
fefts above its own Nature, was the Sentiment of Chriſtians in the Primi- 
tive times ; Efiphanizs makes early mention, (Tom.2./.1.cont.her.30.) where 
he relates a paſſage at length, how that Water being bleſſed in the Name of 
Feſus,and ſprinkled upon Fire,which by witchcraft was made unattive,and 
hindred from burning, immediately the Enchantment ceas'd, and theFire 
burn'd. As alſo that a Poſſe/s'd perſon being beſprinkled with ble/s'd Water, 
the Party was immediately cared. Theodorer, has the like Narration of. 
the Devil hindring fire from burning, and how that he was chaced away, 
and the Charm diſlolv'd by blefed Water being thrown on it, (1b. 5. Eccle/. 
hift.c.21.) And does not St. Hierom ( in vit. Hilarion, p. 323. Pars print. ) 
make this relation, how that Tralicus took Water from bleſſed Hlarion, and. 
caſt it on his bewitched Horſes, on his Chariot, and the Barriers from 
whence he us'd to run, and that the Charm or Witchery did ceaſe vpon the 
ſprinkling this Water; ſo that all cryed out Marnas vittss eft a Chriſto; Chriſt 
hath conquered Marnas, (the Idol.) And now, there's no jeering and Rids- 
caling theſe things, will ever make them look like zle Swperſtitions, to one 
that conſiders ſeriouſly, how much they are grounded upon Reaſon, the 
Word of God, Antiquity, and the Authority and Prattice of 'the Catholick, 
Church; which though it _ the uſe of them ; yet it teaches plainly, 
that there is no Confidence to be put in any thing, but only in Fe/ww Chriſt ; 
and what power theſe things have, they have not of themſelves, but only 
from Heaven, and by the invocation of the Name of Fe/#« ; who, as by his 
heavenly Bleſſing, he enables us to dothings above the power of Nature ; 
ſoalfo by the __ of his Church, he bleſſes theſe things, in order to the 
working effetts above their own natural qualities, that by them his Father- 
ly Benefits may. be applied to us, and that ſo the Faithful may more par- 
ticularly honour and bleſs him in all his Creatures, 


XXTV, Of Breeding up People in Ignorance. 


E 3s train'd up in Ignorance ; Y_JE hasall the liberty, encouragement 
and 't is the chief means made * . and convenience of becoming learn- 


bs .., Cd, of any People or Perſwaſiun whatſo- 
aſe of by /his Church, for preſerv "us - 5 And none that has ever look'd over 


any 


'56 
Men in that Communion , to hide 
from them her manifold Mylteries of 
Iniquity , her ſottiſh Superſtitions, 
ker un-chriſtian DoCtrines,by perfor- 
ming all in un-known Tongues, and 
#0t permi. ting the poor miſled People to 
look into, 0: unde: ſtand any thing that 
they Believe or Profeſs. And by this 
blindneſs they are perſwaded to em- 
brace ſuch infinite numbers of groſs 
Errors, -that were but the vail takgn 
from their eyes, but for one half hour, 
and they but permitted to have one fair 
oroſpet} of their Religion , thouſands 
and mew Hen word daily deſert ber, 
and come over to the Truth, 
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any Zibrary, and foun1 that the greateft 
numbers an choiceft Books of all >ciences, 
have men of his Communion for their A4- 
thors : None that in his Travels, has taken 
a thorough view of the Viv 1þ1i:5 in Poe 
piſb Countries, of the Sorbon, Louvain, $4- 
limanci, Boloign, &c. and confider'd thiir 
laborious ſtudics, in Philoſophy, Divinity, 
Hiſtory, the Fathers, Councils, Scripcure,&C, 
an betides the Students here,has ſeen how 
many thouſands there are in Keligrous Hou- 
ſes, who, free from the diſturbances of the 
Word, make Virtue and Learning the bu- 
ſineſs of their whole Life ? will ever lay Je- 
nor ince to the charge of the Papiſts ; but 
maſt in juſtice contels, that amongſt them, 
are to be found as many, and as great Scho- 
lars, as amonegft any People or Sucieties in 
theWorld. And tho' thewulgar and common 


ſort, of that Profeſsion, underſtand not L4- 
tine, yet arehot they train'd up in ignorance of their Reiigion,nor led along in blindneſs; 


but are ſo provided of Books in their own Mocber-rongue, of Inftruttion and Devotion, 


wherein is explicated the whole Duty of a Chriſtian, every Myſtery of their Faith, aud all 
the Offices and Ceremonies perform'd in the Church; that they muſt be very negligent, or 
elſe very meanly parted, who do not arrive to a ſufficient knowle 1ge of their 0bligation 
in every ref} And whoſoever has ſeen the great pains and care ſome Good Men 
take abroad, in Explicating (on Sondays and Zoly-1ays in their Churches, aud on Week- 
days in the Streets, the Chriſtian Dofrine to the crowds of the ignorant and meaner ſort 
of people, not omitting to reward ſuch as anſwer well, with ſome ſmall gifts, to encon- 
rage Youth, and provoke them to a commendable emulatiun ; will never ſay, that the 
Papiſts keep the poor people in /gnorance, and hide from them their Religion; but rather 
that they uſe all means for inſtrufting the /gnoranr, and omit nothing that can any ways 
conduce tov: the breeding up of Zouth, in the knowledge of their Faith, and letting them 
ſce into the Religion they are to profeſs. Neither does it ſeem to him, even ſo much as. 
probable, that if the Church-Offices and Service,&c, were perform'd in the Vulgar-Tongue, 
that upon this the now-/gnorant and blindled people,would immediately diſcover ſv many 
idle Superſtirions, ſenſleſs Devotions, and groſs Errors, that they would in great numbers 
upon the fight become deſerters of that Communion, in which now they are profeſs'd 
Aembers. For fince there is nothing done but in a Language, which the Learned, Ju- 
dicious.and Leading Men of all Nations do every where underſtand, and yet theſe eſpy 
no ſuch Ri4iculoſities,which fright them from their Faith;but notwithſtanding the ſceing 
all through and through, they yet admire all for ſolid, boly and Apoſtolical,and remain 
ſtedfaſt in their Profeſston : how can it be imagin'd, that the vulgar, weak-and unlear- 
nel ſort, (did they hut underſtand all as well as they,) would eſpy any ſuch Errors and 
Superftitions,which theſe others,with all their Learning and Judgment cannot diſcover? 
No, he thinks there's no reaſon to fear, that what paſſes the Teft among the Wiſe and 
Learned, can be groundedly Glld in queſtion by the 2ſulrirude, 


XXXY. Of 


Is Church teaches him to be 

be very uncharitable ;, it 

being her conſtant Do#rin, that 
none out of her Communion can 
be ſaved. So that let a man be 
never ſo honeſt in his Dealing, 
never ſo juſt to his Neighbour, ne- 
ver ſo charitable to the Poor, an 
conſtant in his Devotion to his 
Maker ;, yet all this ſhall avail 
him nothing, if he be not a Mem- 


ber of his Church. 'Tis not e-' 


nough for him to believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, to confeſs him his Redee- 
mer, to believe that he died for 
our Sins, that heroſe again, and 
aſcended into Heaven ; unleſs he 
believes and aſſents to every Arti- 
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4 ded 


Is Church teaches him no ux- 
charitableneſs at all , and the 
Doin ſhe delivers concerni 
the deſperate Eſtate of Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks, is nothing but 
what ſhe has learnt from the mouth 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. A- 
mong the laſt advices, recommen- 
our Saviour at his Aſcenſr- 
on,is found che Sentence of Doom 
pronounced againſt all ſuch as 
would not receive the Dodrin 
preach'd by the Apoſtles. Preach 
the Goſpel (fays Chriſt, Mark 16, 
16. ) to every Creature : he that be- 
liewetb, and i baptized, ſhall be ſa- 
wed : but he that belervet not, (hall 
be damned. And this is all his 
Church delivers in this point, re- 
peating the ſame Sentence of con- 
demnation againſt all (uch, as will 


cle and Tenet declar'd by any of not recieve and believe the Do- 
his General Councils; for that Erin lefr by Chriſt, and preached 


=_ to deny any one of 
theſe, does as certanly place him 


at the Left Hand of the Judge, 
as if be perverſly ſtood out <geinf 
the truth of Chriſtianity, and de- 
wied Jeſus Chriſt to be God. And 
by this means, as many as by his 


Church are mark'd ont for Schil- 


, maticks #r Hereticks, are to ex- 


pe? nothing but Damnation; or 
rather are condemned already. 


by his Apoſtles. And if among 
thoſe that believe not, ſhe com- 
prehends not only Irfidels and Hea- 
thens, but alſo all Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks ; tis nothing but what 
ſhe has receiv'd from theApoſtles3 
who did not only ſhake the duſt off 
their Feets in witneſs againſt thoſe 
who denyed them entrance, and 
refuſed to believe in Jeſus; but al- 
{o denounc'd ſuch of the Brethren 
to ſtand guilty of damnation, who 
notwithſtanding their belief in Je- 


rr. that he died for the Redemption of Man, and that rifng again he 
Aſcended intoHeaven; did makeD:w1/zors amongſt theFaithful,orPrea- 
ched any newDo&rin contrary to wha c they had deliyer'd. St. Paul is 


very, 
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vety expreſs in this, who foretellingT1othy(1T:m.4.1,2,3.)of fome,who 
in latter times would come and Preach a Doctrin, Fortrad:ng toMarry, 
and commanding to attain from Meats, whichGod hath created to terecert d; 
brands them with the infamous Title of Men that depart {rom theFaith,gi- 
w1ng heed to ſeducing Spirits, and Do#rins of Devils, I theſe words 
plainly letting him underſtand, that though theſe Men would not de- 
ny Chriſt, yet that their falſe Doctrin in thoſe two other Points, 
were enough tomake them Seducers, Deſerters of Ghriſt, and Leageys 


to the Dewil. And does not he as exprefly in his 24 Epitle-ro Timothy, | 


(c. 2.0. 16, 17,18.) condemn Hy menew and Philetus,for prophane and 
vain batlers, 2.5 9 of Kneoalineſs, and overthrowers of the Fatth,who 
concerning the Truth erred only in one Point, fa1ing that the ReſurreRt- 
on 15 paſt already ? By which 'tis manifeſt to him, that the Doctrine 
now taught him by his Church, is nothing but what ſhe has learnt 
from Sr. Paul, and the reſt of the Apoſtles; it being deliver'd by them 
that he is a Lyar who denieth that Jeſus is the Chrift, ( 1 Foh. 2. 22.) 
And that every ſpirit that confeſſes not, that Jeſus Chriſt, ts come in the 
fleſh, 15 not of God,( 16. c.4. 4.3.) And not only this , but likewiſe 
A man that is an Heretich , aſter the firft and ſecond adwonition, reje'z 
knowing that he that 1s ſuch, is ſubverted and ſinn:th, being condemned of 
himſelf, (Tit. 3. 10, 11. ) With this weighty advice to the Brethren, in 
which they arecommanced 1» the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
freak all the ſame thing, that there ke no diwiſuns among them, but that 
they te perfeitly joined together in the ſame myrd ard in the (ame judgment, 
(1 Cor. 1. 10, ) For that having frrife and drviſrns among them, they 
will ſhew them felwes to le Carnal. and to walk as Men, ( 16. c. 3.%. 3. ) 
That th#efore, there being Lut one Body , arid one Spirit, one Lord, 
one Faith, axd one Baptiſm, they ſhould endeat'our to krep the Unit 
of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace , and not be toſſed to and fro like 
Children, and carryed about with every Wind of Dot*;in, by the ſlrght 
of mien , and cunning Craftineſs , whereby they le in wait to decerve , 
(Epheſ. c. 4. wv. 3, 4, 5, 14.) Who transforming themſelves into the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt , are falle Apoſtles, decertful Workers , ( 2 Gor. 11, 
I3.) But certainly accrurſed, for that troubling the Faithful , they 
would pervert the Gelpel of Chriſt, and preach another Goſpel, than 
that which had bin preach'd by the Apoſtles, (Gal. 1.7,8,) And this 
is the Sum of the Doctrin of his Church, which believing that Faith is 
necefliry to. Salvation, it being poſible whithout Vatth to pleaſe God, 
(Heb. 11.6.) teaches likew: {e, that tle Fart5fiul ought to hold faſt the 
profeſſion of their Faith w:chourt wavereng,for that-not only they loſe 
x, who deny 7</#s Ghr:ift to be Goo, as ſome have done : but a - - 
. | tROIC, 


ty: + 


Ch +.» * he 
+ 6. 5 Des. >> TR » 4% 


” ab 4 


o - 
an, 4," 


LS 
= 


OT 65. 


oo 


LL 


: " 
: "SP. - 
: TH "SIPS - Pug + \ ah + "0 S OY 
Py 4 o wo S © = 
p, —- 2 
- f » Pn? SS A " L bo 


=—_ 
0 4-7 voi jp 


A Papiſt Miſ-repre ſented and Repreſented. $9 


thoſe, who endeavor to pervert the Goſpel of Ghrift,and inany point of 
Faich obſtinately deny, or teach otherwiſe than was taught by Chri/ 
and his Apoſtles, as Elymenews and Philetw did : fo that, that Chiſtian 
makes but a very imperfect and lame profeſſion of his Faith, 'who can 
only ſay, I believe that Feſus Chriſt ts come in the fleſh,and that be God 
and Man, the Redeemer of the world : unleſs he can with truth ad4 this 
likewiſe , I alſo believe the whole Goſpel that he preach'd,and eyery point 
of Faith , that he has taught and deliwer'd tows by his Apoſtles : there be- 
ing the ſame Obligation to obey his Precepts, and hearken to his 
Words, as to acknowledg the Divinity of his Perſon and it being 4 
ſin of the ſame blackne(s,obſtinarely co oppole any point of his Do#r:xe 
as to deny the truth of his whe = La not therefore any uncharitablencſs 
in hisChurch,to declare plainlythis miſerable unhappyſtate of all ſuch, 
who wilfully eppoſe and ſeperate from the Do#rize of Chriſt, deliver'd 
by the Apoltles,and continued in the Catholick Church ; and of fuch 
who diſobey and ſeperate from the Government of the lame Church, 
which Chriſt has Commanded all to hear and obey : But 'tis her Zeal 
fo to do, and the ſame ſolicirude for the ſalvation of Sou!s , which 
mov'd the Apoſtles heretofore, to Preach the !ike Doctrine to their 
Flock; as alio the Primitive Chriſtians to expel their Communion , 
and Anathematize all ſuch, who by broaching erroneous Tenets, con- 
trary to any point of Receiv'd Doctrine, or by diſobedience, did wil- 
fully divide themſelves from-the Bel:ef or Dsſcepline of the Catholick 
Church : Such as were Marction, Baſilide's and Baraeſanes, who were 
Condemn'd in the Firſt Age, for oppoſing that Article of our Faith, in 
which we believe the ReſurreF:0% of the Dead; ſuch the Archonticks, 
Condemn'd likewiſe for denying the neceſſity of Baptiſm : Such Tatianms 
&c. for Preaching Marriage to be unlawful. Such the Millenarians, for 
maintaining a thouſand Years Reign of Chriſt upon Earth , with hi 
Saints in ſenſual pleaſures. And fo in allAges others were condemn 
upon the like account. Ir having been always, a received Cu- 
ſtom, even in the pure! time of the Goſpel , for the Elders and 


7 Prelares, to whoſe charge Chriſt committed the care of his Flock, to 


oppoſeall thoſe that by new Doctrin, or by making Schiſms and D:- 
w1/19ns,did diſturb its peace : and not to permit any that by ſuch like 
means did endeavour to deſtroy his Unity,ſo much deſired and recom- 
mended by the Apoſtles. So that they were equally declar'd Enemies 
of Chriſtianity, who deayed Chriſt 3 and they, who confeſſing Chriſt, 
did yet contradict and rejet any part of his Doctrin. And this upon 
the Principle, that Chriſt1a» Faith ought to be entire. For that every 
Article, Myſtery and Point gf it being deliver'd by the ſame _ 
2 
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and recommended by the ſame Authority,whoſoever did oppoſe any one 
Point of it, was immediately judgd guilty of all, in diſcrediting the 
Authority, on which the whole ſtood equally grounded. And this is 
that great Truth proclaimed above thirteen hundred years ago, and 
now every where read in St. 4thanaſius's Greed. Whoſtever will be ſa- 
wed : before all things it 1s neceſſary'that he hold the Gatholick Faith. Which 
Faith, except every one do keep Whole and undefiled ; without doubt, he 
{ball periſh everlaſtingly. By which words was made known to the Chri- 
ſtian World , the Senſe and Doctrine of the then pure and unſpotted 
Church, as receiv'd from Chriſt and his Apoſtles. That it is in vain 
for any one to hope for Salvation, unleſs he firſt believe the Catholick 
Firth; and that whoſoever does not believe it Whole ana Unatfiled, 
ſhall certainly periſh everlaſtingly. Which is a Doin like that de- 
liver'd by the Apoſtle, concerning the obſervance of the Laws of 
God ; that as whoſoever fazls in oze, 15 made guilty of all ; ſo alſo, who- 
ſever disbelieves one Article of the Catholick Faith, does in a man- 
ner disbelieve all. There being no more hopes of Salvation for one 


that denies obſtinately any oe Point of the Catholick Faith, tho* 


he believes all thereſt ; than there is for one, who keeps Vrxe of the 
Commandments; with the Breach of the Tezth. Anobſtinate oppo- 
ſition againſt one Pointe of Faith, and a {in againſt one Command- 


ment being as certainly damnable, as if 'twere againſt af, There 


being the ſame reaſon, and an equal neceſſity that the Obſervance of 
God's Law, andthe Aſſent to the Catholick Faith be alike entire and 
Whole. And now being convinc'd, that none can believe to Salvati- 
on, but he that embraces the Catholick Faith thus wholly and entirely, 
by an equal ſubmiſſion toall the Myſfertes contain'd in it, without op- 
poſition to any. And being likewiſe convinc'd, that no one can ar- 

F tothe true knowledg of this Faith, with an aſſurance of its Izte- 
Hin bu by receiving it as propos'd and believ'd by theGhurch ofGhrift ; 

Which Ghurch was founded by the Son of God, watred with his 
Bloud, and by an infallible affiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt (by which ic 
was to be taught ail Truth to the end of the World) was ſecur'd from 
the danger of being deceiv'd or deceiving others, to the conſurnmation 
of things : he does not doubt, but as in the Apoſtles time, ſoalſo ever 
ſince, and at preſent, God adaeth to this Church daily ſuch as ſhall be ſa- 
wed, (As 2.47.) there being no entre faith neceſlary to Salvation, to 
be found out of this Gharch; and no-poſlibility, as St. Cyprian ſays,that 
God fhall bea Father to any, who own not thu Ghurch for his Mother. 
But now, where and which this Church is, and what Society of Men 
are Members of it, among ſuch yariety of Pretenders 3 though it 
FR ur! 
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. may ſeem a great difficulty to ſome to diſtinguiſh; yet to him it isnone 


at all; for ſince there is no other Church, befides the Rowan Catholick, 
which has had a continued and vifible Succeſſion of Biſhops 
and Paftors in all Ages fince the Apoſtles z no other that has con- 
verted Infidel Nations to Chriſtianity : no other that has always preſer- 
y'd Peace and Unity amongſt its Members, all of them ſpeaking the 
ſame thing, and being perfectly join'd ropether in the fame mind, and 
the ſame judgment zno other that by aſſembling theElders and Prelates, 
has oppos'd in all ages Herefies and Schiſms, and condemn'd all thoſe, 
who not having the Flock, have ſpoken perverſe things, endeavouring 
to draw away diſciples after them, no other, that has, in obedience to 
the command of Chriſt, ſend Apoſtles among(t Infidels and Unbelie- 
vers , for the preaching to them the Goſpel, and inſtructing them in 
Chriſtianity, and by this way, without Arms or blood, have ſpread 
their Faith throughout the World : No other, that by evident and un- 
deniable Miracles,have prov'd the truth of her Doctrin: No other but 
what has begun by ſzperation, whoſe firſt Preachers have gore out fron 
this ; the time of their firſt Preaching, and ſhewing themſelves tothe 
World, being upon Record, and their new Doctrine cenſur'd and con- 
demn'd by that Church,from whence they feparated.Since,l fay there's 
no other Society or Chriſtian Congregation in the World, to which 
theſe certain Marks of the Church of Chriſt, does agree ; 'tis evi- 
dent tohim, that this is the only true Church z that whoſoever de- 
nies any Article of her Faith, denies ſo much of Chriſt's Doin 3 
that whoſoever hears her, hears Chriſt; and whoſoever obſtinately 
and wilfully is ſeparated from her, is in the ſame diſtance ſparated from 
Chriſt himſelf; and finally, 4hat God adazth to this Church daily ,. fuch 
as ſhall be ſawed, (AFs 2. 47. ) 


36. Of Ceremonies and Ordinances. 


Is Church,xpon Wy nn IS Church has appointed a 
tion of being Apoſtolical great number and variety of 


and Commilſioned by Chriſt, has Ceremonies to be uſed inithe Ce- 
brought in Yor an ED op q —_ —_— _ OE, 
ber of unnceeſſary ſuperſtitions Ce- ho h— She has likewiſ 
remonies, that the whole exer- ap Obſervances ” Ordinances 

ciſe of her Religion, conſiſts in Confinton appertaining to DiC. 
nothing but a vain Pomp and cipline and the Government of 
empty Shew. And whereas Chri- the Flock. And all theſe are re-. 
ſtians are commanded by the 4- C*iv'd, approv'd or W— 
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Poſile to ſerve the Lord in Spirit 
4nd Truth : She has made void 
This Precept; and negle#ing both 
Spirit and Truth, has reſtor'd 
the keavy yoke” of Jewiſh Rites, 
without the leaſt Authorityof the 
Word of God: But rather in 
expreſs _ toit, has made 
theſe her Humane Inventions take 
place of the Divine Law. And 
then beſides her Ceremonies, what 
an endleſs acconnt is there of 0- 
ther Ordinances , Inſtitutions , 
Precepts,to _— obliges all in 
her Communion. How many are her 
Faſt-Days, Rogation, and Em- 
ber-Days ? How many her Feſti- 
val and Holy-days ® How many 
her Injunions on ſeveral degrees 
of People 2 That Prieſts ſhall 
not Marry, that whoſoever is in 
Orders, ſhall be oblig'd to the re- 
citing or ſinging ſuch and ſuch Of- 
fices. That Marriage ſhall not 
be permitted , but at ſome ſet 
times. And 4 multitude of other 
ſuch reſpeFive Commands, which 
have no grounds in Scripture, and 
no other Authority for them, be- 
fides the decrees of ſome Popes, 
who for ſome private Ends, and 
the making themſelves great, 
thought fit to lay theſe burdens 
upon the People. Some being 
firſt inſtituted by Pope Teleſpo- 
rus, as the Faſt of Lent : Some 


her, every one in her Commn- 
nien does embrace, admit and 
willingly ſubmit to, wichout op- 
poſition, exception, or calling an 

into queſtion. Becauſe, althoug 

the Particulars thus oppotgeed or 
commanded, be not to be found in 
Scripture : Yet there being in the 
Scripture, an expreſs and abfolute 
command given to the whole 
Flock of Chriſt,of following and 
being obedient to thoſe, that have 


thus order'd theſe things, in virtue . 


of that command they voluntarily, 
and without conſtraint, accept all 
that is of their appointment : with- 
out py te againſt any thing , 
unle(s ic be manifeſtly (inful. And 
this they look on, as a Chriſtian 
Duty belonging to all ſuch, that 
are, by God's Picaſure, in ſubje- 
Aion to the Higher Powers, or 
under charge. And therefore, as 
a Servant having receiv'd a Com- 
mand from his Maſter, is oblig'd 
to comply with ir, in caſe it be 
not ſinful, alchongh he cannot find 
the thing then particularly com- 
manded, in Scripture ; the gene- 
ral Precept of Servants betng Obe- 
aient to Maſters, being ſufficient to 
let him know his obligation, and 
to remove all ſ{cruple. And as 


Children are in Duty oblig'd to * 


perform theWil! of cheir Parents, 
upon the Command, Obey thy Fa- 
ther and thy Mother , whether the 
the thing particularly willed; be in 
Scripture, or no, So they judg ir 
the Duty of all Chriſtian People 
to ſubmit without contention F.. 
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| nn, as tkeEmber-days, the Ordinances and Conſtitutions 
0 


me by Pope Nicholas, as the of their Paſtors and Prelates, al- 
Prok:bition of Marriage : And though the things particularly or- 


| | der'd by them, benorexpreſs'd in 
eto ref. Ava pet, firforth Scripture 3, it being a ſufficienc 


all theſe muſt be obſerved under ground for this their Submithon 
pan of eternal Damnation, a5 and Obedience, thar God las gt- 
if God and the Pope commanding ven them a General Command 3 
were but all one, and had Hea- Obey them that hawe the rule over 
ven and Hell equally at their aiſ- you, and ſubmit your ſelves : for they 
poſure. watch for your Souls, as they that 
: muſt grove account, ( Heb. 13. 17:) ” 

Rememter them which hawe the rule over you, who have ſpoken to you the 
Word of God, whoſe "Faith follew, (Heb. 13. 7.) So that to them ic 
ſeems a very fallacious rule, leading to all confulion and unchriitian 
contentions, viz. That the Higher Powers, our Superiors, Paſtors 
and Prelates, are not to be obey'd, but only in ſuch things as are ex- 
prels'd in Scripture; and 3s for any other particulars, whoſoever upon 
examination, cannot tind what is commanded by them in Holy Wrzt ; 
may lawfully refuſe ſubmiſſion 3 nay, he is oblig'd to reſiſt. For 
however this ſeems to bear much of the Word of God in the face of 
it, yet certainly 'tis wholly deſtructive to it 3 and under precence.of 
adhering cloſe to the Scripture, undermines the very Author of ir, 
This the Primitive Chriſtians underſtood (o well, that they deteſted 
all fuch Maxims, and following the Advice of the Apoltle, choſe ra- 
ther to truſt their Souls in the hands of thoſe, whom God had plac'd 
over them, by an humble Submiſſion to the Government, and a pea- 
ceable Obedience to their Decrees 3 than by a preſumptuous queltio- 
ning of every thing, and raiſing vain diſputes, to take the Rule of the 
Flock out of the hands of thoſe,to whom God had providentially deli- 
verdit, and place chemſelves Judges over the Church, their Elders 
Prelates and Paſtors, whom God had commanded them. to hear, and 
be in SubjeCtion to. So that we never read, that they ever preten- 
ded to weigh the Ordinances of their Superiors by their own rea(o- 
ning, or to bring them tothe Teſt of the Word of God, before the 
acceptance; but alway judg'd it conform to the Word of God,that their 
Governours ſhould Rule, and they Obey. Thus when the Apoſtles ob- 
ſerv'd the Sunday inſtead of the Sabbath, and met together at Pexte- 
cf; we don't read that the Faichful then began to- turn over cheir Bi- 
bles, to find a Command for theſe particulars,but with a prompt Obe- 
dience readily followed them in the Obſervance. So when Abſti- 
nence from Bloud and Strangled Meats, was order'd by the BoA 
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ſembled at Jeraſalems (As 15.) themultitude of Believers having 
heard the Decree, never murmur'd at it, or call'd it into queſtion, 
however ſeemingly contrary to the intention of Chrift, who in adroga- 
ting theLaw of Moſes,was thought to have cut off all theſeObligations z 
but they all rejorced for the Conſolation, (16. v. 31.) So when St. fe 
orders to the Gorenthians, (1. Gor, 11.) in what manner and poſture, 
they were to behave themſelves at Prayers in their Aſſemblies, both 
Men and Women;we don't hear,that he was challeng'd by any,to ſhew 
by what authority of Scripture he thus reprov'd and preſcrib'd in theſe 
varticulars, or by what they were oblig'd to receive his Preſcriptions z 
bat with a prompt ſubmiſſion accepted his Orders, not doubting, but 
{ince it was God's Will toplace Kulers and Governons over them, it 
muſt be God's Will that they ſhould be obedient to them, in follow- 
ing their Decrees, and obſerving their Conſtitutions. And with this 
Doctrin of Obedience, Humility and Submiſſion all the Primitive 
Chriſtians were train'd up by the Apoſtles, who zealouſly laboured b 
't1is means,to preſerve them in peace andUnity;that ſo they might thin] 
all the ſame thing, and be of one mind and one judgment and without 
. Diviſions : inſemuch, that there is not any one thing ſo often repeated 
in'their Writings,as Exhortations to this Obedience and Submiſhion : 
See, how, going through the cites, they deliver d to them (the Faithful) 
the decrees for to keep, that were ordain'd by the Apoſtles and Elders which 
were at Jeruſalem, (As 16. 4.) See how St. Paul commands the 
Theſſalontans,to hold faſt the traditions, they had been taught by word, or by 
Epifile, ( 2 Thefl, 2. 15.) See how he comands the Hebrews ; Obey 
them, that hawe the rule over you,, Remember them, which have the rule 
over you, (Heb. 13.7. 17.) See with what earneſtneſs St. John urges 
this; H: that knoweth God heareth us, he that # not of God heareth us nt, 
(r Joh. 4. 6.) hereby knw we the ſpirit of truth; and the ſpirit of errour. 
then again, does not St. Paw commend the Gorizthians for their 
Obedience ; Now I praiſe you, Brethren that you remember me tn all things 
and keep the Ordinances, as I deliver'd them to you, (1 Cor. 11, 2.) An 
then, having given them directionsas to their behaviour in their Af- 
ſemblies,headds 3 But sf any man ſeems to be contentious, We have no ſuch 
cuſtom, neither the Ghurches of God, (1 Cor. 11, 16.) And now it be- 
ing thus evident, that the Church of Chriſt in the Apoſtles time was 
nded, and preſerv'd by a Submiſſion and Obedience of the Flock to 
their Paſtors; the Papifts teach and believe; that, what was taught 
and commanded by the Apoſtles to the Faichful then living, ought to 


be receiv'd, as a Do&trin neceflary for all ſucceeding Ages, and that 
Submiſſion and Obedience ought to have been as much the uy of 
Believers,ever {znce;a5 it was thenz theCommauds andPractice of that 
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tine, being undoubtedly the belt, and only Pattera for the Faithful for all 
times, even to the End of the World. And they do not only teach this 
Podrine of Submiſlion in their Books ard Sermons, but alſo obſerve it in 
their Lives, having in all Ages depended on their Elders and Prelates in 
all matters touching the Diſcipline and Goverment of the Church ; lea- 
ving Kwle to thoſe, whoſe Charge and Office it is to Rule ; and never be- 
lieving,that they, who are under Charge and Command expreſly by Saint 
Paul to Remember and Obey thoſe who have the Re over them, can upon 
any pretence whatſocver, nay, tho'an Angel from Heaven ſhould come and 
Preach otherwiſe, be diſcharg'd from this Chriſtian Obligation, and be 
exempted from Reremb, ing and Obcying, whom thus by God, ſpeaking by 
his Apoltle, they are Commanded to Kemember and Obey. And upon this 
ground it is, that in things concerning the Order to be obſerv'd in the Ds- 
wine Service, in all Ceremonies, Holy Rites, Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, and Or- 
dinances, they have neither Ni nor Wi of their own ; but always receive, 
and think that. the beſt, which is Order'd and Appointed by thoſe, to 
whom, by Divine Law, they owe thts Submiſſion and Obedience, and to whom 
the Ordering and Appointing theſe things, appertains. And therefore if 
theſe appoint a Day of Humiliation, for imploring God's Mercy, or aver- 
ting his Judgements, they never {cruple to obſcrve it ; ifa day of Thanks- 
giving in memory of tome tignal Benefit, they li!--wiſe Obey. If theſe judge 
It fit,- that on every Friday ithould be commemorated the Death and Paſ- 
ſion of our Redeemer in Fafting ; and command Zen to be obſerv'd, in 
remembrance and imitation of our Lord's forty days Falt in the *Defart, 
they think it their obligation to do ſo. If theſe order ſuch and ſuch days 
to be ſet apart, and kept Holy in Remembrance and Thanksgiving for the 
Incarnation, Nativity, Circumciſion, Reſurreftion, and A'cenſion of Chriſt, 
and for other ſuch like intentions, they eſteem it ſinful to oppoſe it. If 
theſe judge it decent that the Faithful ſhould bow at the Name of Fe/v, 
ſtand at the reading of the Go#pel, proſtrate, or incline themſelves at the 
Confeſſion. It they appoint Tapers and Lamps to be uſed in Churches, to 
repreſent our Saviour, who came to enlighten the World ; and Incerſe to 
be uſed, to mind the people, that their Hearts and Prayers, ſhould, like the 
Smoak, aſcend direCftly toward Heaven : If in the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, in Exorciſms, in the Offices, and the Celebration of the X4aſs, 
theſe determine ſeveral Rites and Ceremonies to be obſerv'd, for more De- 
cency, greater Solemnity, and that by ſuch exteriour helps, the minds of 
the Faithful may be mov'd to the contemplation of the Sacred Myſteries, 


- and rais'd more _ to the apprehenlion of the Majeſty of God, in 


whoſe Honour all is perform'd ; they look upon themſelves bound to al- 
low and embrace all theſe things without reluctance or oppoſition ; al- 
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ways thinking, that to be moſt proper, which is inſtituted by ſuch, whs 
have the Rule over them. And if any endeavour to raiſe Diſputes, and be 
contentious concerning the Neceſſity of theſe Inſtitutions, they have no ſuch 
Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God. One thing they know to be neceſſary, 
that is, that they ſhould be Obecient ;, and that in the Service of God, they 


muſt not honour him as the Fews did, 7/a. 58. 13. by doing their own ways, 


finding their own pleaſure, and feaking their own mords ; but as Chriſtians 
are | tered y in a true Self-denyal, a ſincere Humility and Obedience, 
ſubmitting to thoſe whom God has left to rule and govern the. Flock: 
Neither is there any danger of falling back into the Jeniſh Law, by ap- 
proving the a!low'd Ceremonies of the Church ; it being certain, that in 
the Abrogation of the Old Law, all Ceremonies were not at the ſame time 
extinCt : But only ſuch as were meer Types and Figures of things to come 
in the New Law, which are now fulfill {4 : Whilſt others, ( fit for the rai- 
ſing Devotion, and expreſſing. the affeftions of the Soul, and other ſuch 
ends,) are ſti!l commendably retain'd as lawful, and equally neceſſary now; 
as heretofore : ſuch are, Kneeling, FaSting, lifting Hands and Eyes to Hea- 
ven, Sighing, knocking the Breaſt, days of Humiliation, Thanksgiving, Watch- 
ing, Hair-cloth, Singing, Impoſitions of Hands, Benedittions, uſmg Oyl, Spittle, 
Breathing, &c. all which are as lawful, convenient-and-neceſlary for Chrj- 
fans, as they were for Jews ; and no more to be neglected, becauſe they 
were us d in the O0/d Law, than praying, meeting, Reading the Law, Sing- 
ing Pſalms, Humility, and Obedience, &c. are to be laid by, and diſown'd 
by Chriſtians, becauſe they were obſerved by the Fews. Eſpecially, ſince 
theſe, with many others, have been recommended to us by the practice of 
Chriſt and.his Apoſtles, and of all Primitive Chriſtianity. Neither has the 
uſe of Holy Ceremonies been wholly diſ-approved by thoſe of the Refor- 
mation. The Engliſh Profeſſion of Faith, publiſh'd in the year 1 562. allows 
them in the 34th Article, The Bohemick, Confeſſion in the 15th Article, 
Amo 1537. The Auguſtine, Tit. de Mifſ. Anno 1530. as it was penn'd by 
Aklanithon. . So that tince Ceremonies are generally look'd on as commen- 
dable and lawful amongſt Chriſtians ; the Papiſts judge it proper to thoſe 
who have the Rule, to Order and Diſpoſe of them, and declare to the 
Flock, how, when, and where they are to: be obſerved: And if they who go- 
yern, judge fit to oblige the Faithful to the obſervance of any in particu- 
lar, they teach that it is the Duty of the Flock, to Obey. Things indif- 
ferent, after ſuch Commands, being no longer of choice but neceſſary z, and 
no leſs obliging, than the Commands of a Father to his Child ; where, in 
caſe the thing be not apparently ſmf/, 'tis no — of the thing be- 
ing / 0x5, can excuſe an obſtinate denyal from-Di/obedjence, It being 
my & and Chriſtian-like, for all that are under any Government, _ 
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' ther Natural, Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, to perform and comply with ſuch 
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things, as they judge in their own private Sentiments, V-ncceſſary, meerly 
upon the account of being Commanded , than upon ſuch conſiderations, 
to diſturb the ordergof Government, and fly in the Face of Lawful Autho- 
rity: than which nothing is more oppoſite to the Principles of Chriſtia- 
nity ; and deſtruCtive of all Humane Society. And upon theſe grounds it 
is, that the Pajiſts founding themſelves upon the ſure foundation of Fu- 
mility and Obedience, have in all Ages acknowledged Overſeers and Rulers 
over them to watch and feed the Flock, to whom God hath given Power ; 
there being no power but of God, and that whoſoever reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth 
the Ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt, ſhall recerve ta themſelves damnation, 


Rom. 13, 1, 2- 


XXXVII. Of Innovations in Matters of Faith. 


I SChurch has made ſeve- 
| ral Innovations i Mat- 
ters of Faith, and howſoever ſhe 
lays claim to Antiquity, with 4 
pretence of having preſerv'd the 
Dottrine of the Apoſtles inviola- 
ble and entire ; Tet "tis evident 
to any ſerious Obſerver, that the 

reateſt part of her Belief is meer 
, can. Cam that bearing aate 
from-Chrift or his Apoſtles, but 
only from ſome of her own more 
modern Synods. There ſcarce ha- 
ving paſs d any Age yet, wherein 
there has zot, in theſe Eccleſ1a- 
ſtical Mints, beex coyn'd New 
Articles, which, with the connter- 
feit ſtamp of Chriſt and his Apo- 
#les, we ”_ for Good 
and Currant, amongſt his credu- 
lous and undiſcerning retainers : 


And, beſides theſe, what a great 


| SChurch has never made any 

Innovation in Matters of Faith; 
what ſhe belteves and teaches now, 
being the ſame that the Carholick, 
Church believ d and taught, in the 
firſt three or four Centuries after the 
Apoſtles. And tho' in moſt of her 
Gereral Councils there has been ſeve- 
ral Deciſions touching Points of 
Faith ; Yet can no one, without an 
injury to truth, ſay, that in any of 
theſe has been coin'd new Articles, or 
C hriſtians forced to the acceptance 
of Novelties, contrary to the Scrip- 
tre,or antient Tradition. Theſe have 
only trodden in the Apoſtles ſteps ; 
as Often as they have been in the like 
circumſtances with them ; doing ex- 
actly according to the Formand Ex- 
ample left to the Church, by thoſe 
perfect Maſters of Chriſtianity. And 
therefore as the Apoſtles.in their Aſ- 
ſembly, As 1 5. determin'd the Cor- 
troveriie concerning the Circumci- 


ſion; and propoſed to. the Faithful, 


what was the Doctrine of Chriſt in 
K 2 that 
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number of Errours have been in- 
troduc d at other times ; how ma- 
ny aid Pope Gregory bring in, 
and how many the Ignorance of 
the Tenth Age ? So that if we 
compare theChurch of Rome ow, 
with the Primitive times of the 
firſt three or four hundred years, 


there are no two things ſo ualike ; 


ſhe i a Garden zow, but quite 0: 
VErgromn with Weeds; ſhe is a 
Field, but where the Tares have 
perfectly choak'd up the Wheat, 
and has little in her of Apoſtoli- 


that point, of neceſſity to be believ'd; 
of which till that deciſion, there had 
been rais'd ſeveral Queſtions and 
Doubts ; but now no longer to he 
queſtioned, without the Shipwrack 
of Faith. So in all ſucceeding ages 
the Elders of the Church, to whom 
the Azoſtles left their Conmiſſion of 
watching over the Flock, in their Conn- 
ci/s havenever ſcrupled todetermine 
all ſuch Points, which had been con- 
troverted amongit the Brethren,and 
to propoſe to them, what of neceſſity 
they were to believe for the future, 
with Anathema pronounced againſt 
ail ſuch, as ſhould preſume to preach 
the contrary. Thus 1n the year 325. 


cal, ys For Name the firſt Nicene Co:mcil declar'd the 
Son of God to be Conſubitantia! to his Father, againſt the Arians ; with 
an obligation on all to aſſent to this Doctrine, though never ti!l then, pro- 
youu or declar'd in that Form. Thus in the year 381. the Holy Ghoſt was 

cclar'd to be God ; againſt Macedonins and his Followers, in the firſt Con- 
ſtantinopolital Council. And in the firſt Epheſin, Anno 4.31. Neſtorizs was 
condemned, who maintain'd two Perſons in Chriſt, and that the bleſſed Vir- 
gin was not Mother of God ; with a Declaration, that both theſe Teners 
were contrary to the Catholick Faith. In the ſecond Vicene Council. Anno 
787. Image-breakers were Anathematiz'd. And fo others at other times ; 
and at laſt, in the Council of Trent, was declar'd the Real Preſence, Tranſub- 
ftantiation, Purgatory,the lawfulneſs of the Invocation of Saints, of keeping Holy 
Images, &c. againlt Luther Calvin, Beza,c. And now, though in all theſe, 
and the other General Conncils, the perſons condemned, took occaſion,from 
theſe New Declarations, to cry out, Novelties, Novelties, to fright the peo- 
ple with the noiſe of new corm'd Articles, and that the inventions of Men 
were impos'd on them, for Faith. Yet 'tis evident, that theſe New Decla- 
rations contain'd nothing but the Artient Faith ; and that there had never 
been any ſuch Declarations made, had not the DoCtrine propos'd in them, 
being oppos'd and contradicted by ſome ſeducing Spirits, who going out 
from the Flock, endeavour'd by making Diviſions, to draw numbers after 
them, So that the »ew Propo/al of a Tenet, is but a fallaciozs proof of the 
Doctrine being lately invented, but a good Argument of its being lately op- 
pos'd. *Tis certain from Scripture, Act. 15, that the Apoſtles had never 
declar'd 
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declar'd the mon-neceſſity of Circumciſion, had not certain men come down 
from Judea and taught the Brethren the contrary. And that the Conſub- 
ftantiality of the Son, had never been defin'd by the Nicene Fathers, had not 
Arins, with his Followers, opposd this Catholick Doftrine., And as cer- 
tain it is, that the Comncil of Trent had been altogether ſilent as to Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, Praying to Saints, Purgatory, &c, had not Luther, Calvin, and 
their Diſciples, once profeſſors of this Doftrine, gone our from the Flock,, 
and upon the preſumption of a New Light, endeavourd to perſwade the 
Faithful, that theſe Teners, then believ'd by the whole Chriſtian World, 
were no longer to be own'd, but to be quite thrown by, as Antichriftian 
and Diabolical. "T'was this oblig'd the Paſtors to watch and take care 
of their Flock ; and therefore not flying away, as the Hireling does, when 
the Wolf catcherh, and ſcattereth the Shcep, they aſſembled together in a Bo- 
dy, and declar'd to all under their charge, that they ought not to follow. 
ſtrangers ; that howſoever thei came pretending to the Shepherd's voice ; 
yet ſince they came nor by the dore into the Sheepfold, but climbing up ſome other 
way, they were n0 Shepherds, but Thieves and Robbers ;, ſuch whoſe buſineſs 
was not to feed, but to ſtcal, kill and deſtroy. Twas this made themen- 
courage all under thcir care, not to waver; but to ſtand faſt, and hold the 
profeſſion of their Faith, and notwithſtanding all pretences, by no means 
to ſuffer themſelves to be deluded, and led away with ftrange Dottrine 
and that they might the better ſecure them from falling into Errours, they 
gave them a Draught of their Chriſtian Dottrine ;, eſpecially of all thoſe 
points, which theſe moderr ſelf-commiſſionated Apoſtles did preach againſt, 
and endeavour to undermine ; particularly declaring to - the Faith 
they had been bred up in, which they had receiv'd from their Forefathers, 
and bcen deriv'd even from the Apoſtles; Securing them, that whatſoever 
was contrary to this,was Novelty and Error, And now in the Paſtors de- 
claring this to the Faithful, where was the Innovation ? The Corncil did 
nothing but propoſe fully and explicately, what, before their meeting,was 
the DoCtrine of all Chriſtendom, and had been ſo amongſt the Primitive 
Fathers. "Twas they made Jnzoation, who preach'd contrary to the Do- 
Arine thus believ'd ard receiv'd ; which Zuther was not afſham'd to own 
himſelf guilty of ; plainly acknowledging, that He ſeparated from the whole 
Worls. 

But it ſcems that the whole World was then corrupted, and the Religi- 
on then every where profeſs'd, was overgrown with Superſtitions, Errors 
and Abominations ; ſuch as had crept imtathe Church; ſome five Hundred 
Years before, ſome nive Hrindred, and ſbme'a Thouſand ; and *twas from 
theſe Luther ſeparated, intending to Reforrs Chriſtianity, and bring it to 
the prrity of the Primirive times, of the fitſt three Hundred Years, - And 
Was 
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was it not very ſtrange now, that ſo many groſs Fooleries, idle Superſtitions, 
and even down-right [dolatry, ſhould creep into a Church, and ſpreading 
it ſelf through all Nations, infeft the whole World, becoming the publick 
Profeſſion of Chriſtendom for ſo many hundred Years, and be . confirm'd 
andeſtabliſh'd by the Laws of every Kingdom ; and that no body ſhould 
take notice of any ſuch thing, either at its firſt Riſe, or in all its progreſs 
of ſo many Years : Inſomuch, that had nat Zather made the Diſcovery, 'tis 
likely we ſhonld never have come to the knowledge of theſe Thouſand 
Years Errors and Corruptions : No thinking Man certainly, but judges it 
impoſſible, that the very Fundamentals of Chriſtianity ſhould be ſhaken, and 
.the Religion planted by the Apoſtles turned into 1dolarry; and yet that 
no Learned Man ſhould any where appear to contradict theſe Abomina- 
tions, no Zealous Pa#tors to withſtand them, no pious Princes to oppofe 
.them: Hiſtory ſufficiently ſatisfies any Curious Reader, that from the firſt 
PR of the Church, there has been in no Age, any Man yet that has 
preach'd any Hererodox and Erroneous Tenets, and by introducing Novel- 
ties, has endeavour'd to infeft the minds of the Faithful with Hereſie and 
Superſtition, but immediately have ſtood up Virtuous and Learned Men, 
In defence of the Truth, in their Writings and Sermons publickly con- 
futing and condemning the Errowrs, and giving an Alarm to the World, 
to beware of ſuch Deceivers, and their wicked. Doftrine ; and withal, ne- 
ver omitting , to Record their Names to Poſterity ; withan account of 
the Tear when they began to Preach, under what Emperours, and what was 
the occaſion of their Revolt. Was not all this,and even more done againſt 
Arius ? How many appear'd againſt the Manichees? How many againſt 
the Donatiſts ;, againſt the Novatiars, againſt the Macedonians, the Neſto- 
rians, the Eutychtans, the Pelagians, the Berengarians, &c, So that never 
_ any thing has made ſo much noiſe in the World, ſo many commotions, 
ſo many diſturbances ; nothing has been ſo impoſſible to be carryed on 
with /ecreſie and ſilence, as the broaching any new- Hereſie, the making a 
Schiſm, the alteration of Religeon, the ſtarting up of ſome new Society and 
Pretenders to Reformation. What Tumults did all the fore-mentioned 
Apoſtles raiſe, diſturb'd at the DoCtrine of Habomer, and the crying up the 
Alcoran ? What Stirs and Commotions at the Reformation of Church and 
Faith, pretended by Luther, Zwinglius and Calvin? How then can it be 
judg'd 1n the leaſt probable, that great variety of erroneous Tenetsand An- 
tichriſtian Dofrin ſhould be introduc'd by the Papiſts, contrary to the ſenſe 
and belief of all Chriſtianity, either in the fourth, fifth, ſixth or tenth 
Century ; and yet that there ſhould not be the leaſt diſturbance occaſion'd 


by it, no tumults or oppoſition ; but all done with ſo much quietneſs,” 


in ſuch a profound Peace and Silence, that had it not been for the News 
: brought 
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me Ages after, we had never ſuſpected the Alteration? And 
isthis-poſlible ? Is it- poſſible, that the whole Chriſtian World ſhould 
change their Religion, both as to the Internal Belief, and external Profeſſion 
and exerciſe of it ; and no body be ſenſible of the change, ſo as to with- 
ſtand the Abomination, or to tranſmit to Poſterity, even ſo much as the 
leaſt Word of its beginning or propogation ? Let any man upon ſome 
conſideration, tell me,- whether it be poſlible, that this one little King- 
dom of England ſhould fall from this pure Apoſtolicat DoFtrine it now pro- 
feſſes, into down-right Popery, (or any other way alter the whole Sheme 
of its Religion ). and have the Alteration confirm'd by ſeveral Atts of Par- 
liament, and continue in the publick Exerciſe of it for a thouſand , five 
hundred, or even one hundred years, and yet no one in this Kingdom, 
or out of it, ſhould be ſenſible of the Aeration ; .but alſo to- be manag'd 
with ſuch Policy and Craft, that the whole buſineſs ſhould be a Secrer for 
many Ages ? And if this be ſcarce to be thought poſlible of this one King- 
dom ; what can be imagin'd, when 'tis-affirm'd of many Nations of 
whole Chriſtian World ; Can any thing look more ltke a Fable or Ro- 
mance ? Or can any Rational Man, barely upon ſuch a Report, condemn 
the Faith and Religion of his Anceſtors, for Novelty and Humane Inventions ; 
and quite laying aſidethis, take him for the Rule of his Reformation, who 
thus, without Reaſon, Juſtice or Truth, has thrown ſuch an-Infamy up- 
on all the Chriſtians preceeding him for a thouſand years ? 

But not to inſiſt upon theſe reaſonings, for the wiping off the ſcandal of 
Novelty from the Doctrine of the Church of Rome ;, 'twould not be amiſs 
here, to look beyond the Tenth Centwry, as alſo beyond the time of Pope 
Gre;ory. Andif in thoſe earlier Chriſtians, . nothing can be found of that 
Faith and Profeſſion, which is charged as Novelty and-Errour againſt the 
Church of Rome, all the Papiſts in the World ſhall joyn with their Adver- 
ſaries, and condemning Pope Gregory for a Seducer, and all of the Tenth 
Age for ſo many 1gnoramws's, ſhall in one voice with them cry out againſt 
all ſuch Dottrine, Novelty, Novelty, Errour, Erronr, But if, on the contra- 
ry, every Point thus challeng'd of Novelty, ſhall appear to have been the 
Profeſſion of the Faithful in the time of the Purity of the Goſpel; if before 
Pope Gregory we find that Invocation of Saints, the Real Preſence, Tranſub- 
ftantiation, Purgatory, Prayer forthe Dead, the Uſe of Holy Images, Relicks, 
the Sign of the Croſs, Proceſſions, &Cc. were a recerv'd Doftrine, and common 
Prattice of Chriſtian in thoſe Primitive times ; Then ſhall the Papifts re- 
main as they are, .as being of the ſnme Faith and Religion, with thoſe 
Amtient Believers, without any Adaitions and Alterations; and all their Ad- 


 verſaries ought in juſtice to rerwrn again to their Communion, and- making 


up one Quire, cry out with them ; Bleſſed are they who believes as our Fore- 
fathers 
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fathers belie/d. who receiv'd their Faith from the Apoſtles and their Succeſ- 
ſors ;, and Accurſed be they, who ſeparate from this Faith, and upon the Noiſe 
of Novelty and Errour, make Ins, —an in the Church, and fall from her Com- 
munion, believing Lies rather than Irnth, 

In order to this, I intended 1n this place to have given the Reader a fair 
proſpect of the Dottrine and Belief of the Fathers, at the firſt five hundred 
years after Chrilt ; but finding the Matter to increaſe ſo rhuch beyond ex- 
pectation upon my hands, I have reſerv'd them for another occaſron. But 
however, upon confidence of what I am able to produce in that point, 1 
cannot omit to aſſure the Reader, that the chief, and moſt material Points 
charg'd upon the Church of Rome for Novelty, the Primitive Fathers do ſo 
plainly own to have been the Faith and Profeſſion of the Church in their 
days; and to have been deliver'd down, and taught as the Dottrine of the 
Apoſtles ;, that an impartial Conſiderer need not take much time to con- 
clude, whether are the greater /mnovators, thoſe that now Believe and Pro- 
feſs theſe Tenets and Practices ; or they that diſown or reject them. 'Tis 
evident, that every Pointof that DoCtrine, which is now decry'd for Po- 
pery, and baſely ſtigmatiz'd with the note of Errours introduc'd of: /ate, 
and of a modern invention, is by many Ages older than thoſe, who are 
reputed to be the Authors ; that every particular Article laid to the Jp- 
norance, of the Tenth Century, and to the contrivance of Pope Gregory, 
are as expreſly and clearly own'd, and taught ſome Ages before, as it is 
now at this day. That thoſe Great Men were as down-right Papiſts in 
theſe Points, as we are now. And that any diſturber of Chriſtianity might 
have as well defam'd them for believers of Novelties and Errours, as we 
are now at this preſent. The Faith that they profeſs'd then, we profeſs 
now ; and if any of our Doctrine be Novelty, 'tis a Novelty of. above 
twelve hundred years ſtanding : And who can queſtion it not to be of an 
older date ? If it was the publick belief of the Chriſtian World, in the 
fourth Century, who can be better Witneſſes of what was believ'd before 
them, even in the third Age, than They ? They tell us, that the Doftrine 
they maintain and deliver, is the Faith of the Catholick, Church, receiv'd 
from their Fore-fathers, and as it was taught by the Apoſtles; and we 
don't find, that in any of theſe Points, they were challeng'd by any "Au- 
thority, or oppoſed by the Paſtors of the Church, or any Writers, either 
then living, or ſucceeding them, but received always with great venera- 
tion; And upon what grounds can any callenge them now ? 1s it poſſible, 
that any living now, can give a better account of what was belicy'd and 
practis'd in the third Age, than They that immediately follow'd them ? 
Which will be more credible Witneſſes of what was done in Forty Eight ; 
thoſe that ſhall be alive fifty years hence ; or they thatare not yet to _ 
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theſe thouſand years ? If therefore theſe Holy Men declare to us the Do- - 
&rine they belicv'd ; with an aſſurance, that it was the Faith of the Ca- 
tholick Church, ſo belicv'd by their Anceſtors, and as they had receiy'd it 
from the Apoltles and their Succeſlors ; do not they deſerve better credit, 
than others, who coming a thouſand years after, cry out againſt all 
theſe ſeveral Points, that they are nothing but Novelty and Errour? Tis 
evident therefore to him, that this noiſe of Vevelry, was nothing but a 
ſtratagem for the introducing of Norelries;, and that thoſe that brought 
an = ok upon theſe Points, by this atpertion, might with as great ap- 
plauſe every, and asealily have laid a ſcandal upon other Article of ” 
ChriſtianFaith, which they thought fit to retain,and have had them all ex- 
ploded for Novelty. And this has been fo far done already, that even 
three parts of that Doctrine, pzck'c out by the firſt Reformers, for Apoſto- 
/ical, and conform to the Word of God, we have ſeen in our days clamour'd 
againſt for Novelty, and thrown by with as general Approbation, and 
as clear Evidence of the charge, as ever they latd by Tranſubſtantiation 
and the Primacy. The firſt Reformers caſt off the Authority of the f-/t 
Biſhop, as being a Novelty ; Others ſoon after cry'd down the Authority of 
all Biſhops, for a Novelty. The Firſt difown' d a great part of the Prieftly 
Funttion, as being lately crept in; the Orhers diſown'sd all the reſt, ant 
even Ordination it ſelf, as having all crept in together. The Fit threw 
out a great number of Ceremonies, as being not Apoſtolical,but of a modern 
Inſtitution : The Orhers threw ont even what they had retain'd, for being 
no more an Ordination of the Apo#les, than the former. The Fir/t laid 
by fiveof the Sacraments; the Others laid by the other two. And thus No- 
velty was the Word, whenſoever any receiv'd Doctrine of Chriſtianity was 
or a Novelty : And he does dot doubt, 
but,that if the noiſe of Novelty continue long, ſo unhappily ſucceſsful as: 
of late, and the iiberty be permitted to every preſumingSpirit, to fix this 
ſcandal npon whatſoever Doctrine or Inſtitution they ſhall think fit; that 
all Chriſtianity is in a fair way of being thrown out of doors: and the 
Bible, Preaching, Catechiſing, Christ's Incarnation and Paſſion, &Cc. is as like- 
ly to be caſt off for a Novelty, as all the reſt have been. Thoſe that will 
but ſhewto the People, that even theſe things have been all receiv'd from 
Rome, and that the Papits by their Miſſionaries, ſpread theſe Doftrines 
over the World, may ſoon perſwade them, they are nothing but Popiſh 
Inventions, meer Novelties ;, that thoſe that began the Reformation, did* 
their buſineſs by halves, and that the World will never be throughly Re- 
form'd, till all theſe Romiſh Superſtitions, are laid by with the reſt ; they 
being of the ſame date. He takes no notice thereof of all the clamours' 
rais'd againſt ſeveral points of the receiv'd Doctrine of his Church ; his 
L Faith 
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Faith is founded on better Principles, than to be ſhaken with ſuch a 7"l- 
ger _ Novelty, Novelty, is a cry, that may fright unthinking Men 
rom their Religion ; , but every ſerious Man will require better Motives 
than a Noj/e, before he forſake any point of his Faith ; and 'tis impoſſi- 
þle he ſhould joyn with any in conderaning ſuch things for Vovelries, 
which he finds the Profeſſion of all Anriquity. 


The Concluſion, 


Heſe are the Charaters of the Papiſt, as he is Miſ-repreſented, and as: 
Repreſented, And as different as the One 3s from the Other, /o dif- 
ferent 15 tle Papiſt, as reputed by his Maligners, from the Papilt, as to what 
he is in himſelf. The One is ſo Abſurd and Monſtrous, that 'tis impoſſible for 
any one to be of that —_— without firſt laying by all thoughts of Chriſtia- 
nity, and his Reaſon. The Other is juſt contradittory to this ; and without 
any farther Apology, may be expos'd to the peruſal of all Prudent and Unpaſſio- 
nate Conſiderers, to examine if there be any thing in it, that deſerves the hatred 
of any Chriſtian : And if it be not inevery Point wholly conform to the Do- 
etrine of Christ, and not in the leaſt contrary to Reaſon. The Former is a Pa- 
piſt, as he is generally apprehended by thoſe, who have a Proteſtant Education ; 
ſuch, as whenſoever refletted on, is concerv/d to be a perverſe, malicious ſort of 
Creature, Superſtitious, Idolatrous, Atheiſtical, Cruel, Bloody-minded, 
Barbarous, Treacherous, and ſo Prophane, and every way Inhumane, that 
*ris in ſome manner doubted, whether he be Man, er no. The other, is a Pa- 
iſt, whoſe Faith is according to the Propoſal of the Catholick, Church ; which 
Chriſt's Command, he is oblig'd to believe and hear , and whoſe whole deſign 
in.this World, is for obtainiug Salvation in the next. And 1s ut not ſtrange, 
that theſe two Charatters ſo direfUy oppoſite, ſo wholly xnlike one the other, hk 
Heaven and Hell is not more, ſhould agree to the ſame perſon : 'Tis certainly a 
ſtrange piece of injuſtice, and yet not at all ſtrange to thoſe, who kyow, that th 
that follow Chriſt ſhall be hated by the World, that thoſe who ſtudy the Wiſdom 
of Heaven, ſhall have the repute of Fools ;, and that as many as attend the Lamb, 
ſhall be pamted in the Livery of Satan, Our Fore-fathers were ſo, before us 
all the Primitive Chriſtians, the Apoſtles, and even the Lamb himſelf, our Re- 
deemer. Calumny ever follow'd them, Miſ-repreſentation waited upon them ; 
and what wonder that Infamy was.their conſtant Attendance * And now if the 
Orthodox. Chriſtians, have thus in all Ages had thetr double Charatter ; one 
ef Juſtice, exattly drawn from what they really belie/d and prattis d ;; the other 
of Malice, copied from them, as Miſ-repreſented : *Ts not at all ſtrange, to 
find it ſo now in our days ;, when Calumny, Malice, Ignorance, &c. are as 
powerfnt 


oy 
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powerful 4 ever ;, who, though from the beginning of the World, that is about 
five thouſand Tears, they have made it their chief buſmeſs to Paint, Copy and Re- 
preſent Things and os ; yet they never did it with ſo much jury, fo alto- 
rether unlikely, as they do now to the Papilts ; there being ſcarce any one Point 
of their Faith and Profeſſion, which they do not either blindly miſt akg, or baſely 
diſguiſe. The Papilts believe 'ris convenient to pray before Holy Images, and 
give them an inferiour or relative reſpett, Theſe deſcribe the Papiſts Pray- 
ing to Images, and Worſbipping chem as Idols. The Papilts believe 'ris good 
to deſire the Prayers of the Saints, and Honour them as the Friends of God, 
Theſe Paint ont the Papilts, as believing Saints to be their Redeemers, and 
Adoring them as Gods, The Papilſts believe, that Chriſt left a Power in the 
Prieſts of his Church, to Abſolve all truly Penitent Sinners from their Offences, 
Thele Repreſent the Papilts 4s believing, That the Prieſts can infallibly forgive 
all ſuch as come to C onfſom, whether they Repent, or no. The Papilts beheve 
there's Power in the ſupreme Paſtor, #pon due Motives of granting Indulgen- 
ces; that is, of releaſmrg to the Faithful ſuch Temporal Penalties, as remain due 
to their paſt ſms, alreaay remitted as to their gilt ; on condition they perform 
ſuch Chriſtian Duties as ſhall be 4ſgn'd them, i. e. humble themſelves by Fa#t- 
ing, Confeſs their ſins with a hearty Kepentance, Receive Worthily, and give Alms 
to the Poor, &c. Theſe make the Papiſts believe, That the Pope, for a ſum of 
Many, can give them leave to commit what ſins they ſhall think fit, with a certain 
Pardon for all Crimes already incurr'd ; and that there can be no danger of 
Damnation to any, that can but makg a {arge Preſent toRome, at his death. The 
Papiſts believe, That by the Merits of Chriſt, the goodWorks of a juſt Man, 
are acceptable to God, and through his Goodneſs and Promiſe, meritorious of 
eternal happineſs, Theſe report, That the Papilts believe they can merit Hea- 
ven by ther own Works, without any dependance on the work, of our Redemption. 
The Papilts ng » Chriſt really preſent in the Sacrament, true God and Man. 
Theſe ſay they fall down ro, and worſhip a piece of Bread. Some Papiſts 
maintain the Depoſing Power : Theſe will have it ro be an Article of their 
Faith, and that they are oblig'd to't by their Religion. Some Papiſts bave been 
Traytors, Rebels, Confpirators,&c. Theſe make theſe Villaries to be Me- 
ritorious among the Papilts, and that 'trs the Dottrine of their Church. And 
thus there is =_ any one thing belonging to their Faith and Exerciſe of their 
Religion, which is not wtong'd mn the Sfeibing it, and injuriouſly Miſ-repre- 
ſented. And if any be ſo curious, as to - to be ſatisfied, how this comes a- 
bout ; let him but ſtand by any of the Undertakers, while they are raking the 
Py of Popery, and obJerve their Method, and he may ſoon come to the bottom 
3 9 the Myſtery, He may ſee them ſeriouſly viewing ſome of her Tenets, and 
pon 4 ſhort conſideration, immediately to fall to the making Inferences, and 4e- 
| 4*cing Conſequences, then down go theſe for ſo many Articles of Popery. 
| L2 


They 
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They go on, and ſee other of her T enets, and theſe containing Myſteries, ſuch as 
Reaſon cannot reach to, when Faith is not an aſſiſtant ; they are preſently fol- 
lon'd with variety of Abſurdities, and ſeeming Contradiltions : And donn 
00 theſe to the former, for ſo mary Articles of Popery. They paſs on to others, 
and theſe being not conform to the Principles of their Education ;, ſeveral Miſ- 
conſtruCtions are preſently rais'd upon them, and clown go theſe for ſo many | 
Articles of Popery. as look forward, and (ering others, in the prattice of | 
which, many Abuſes have becn committed ; then down gothe Abuſes for ſo many 3 
Articles of Popery. Hence they trrn to the Court of Rome, and as many Dil- % 
orders and Extravagancies as they find there, ſo many Articles of Popery. | 
They enquiie into the Aftions and Lives of her Paſtors and Prelates, and as 
many Vices, 4s many wicked Deglins they diſcover there, ſo many Articles of 
Popery. They examine the behaviour of her Profeſſors, and whatſoever Vil- 
lanies, what/o:ver Treaſons and Inhumanities, they find committed by any 
that own themſelves Menbers of that Communion, down they all go for ſo mary 
Articles of Popery. They hear the reports of ſ:ch as have deſerted her Au- 
thority, and tko' rbrough thiur extravagancies and raſbneſs, they deſerve not 
credit even in 4 trifle ? yet their whole Narrative ſhall be accepted, and all their 
idle Storics be ſumm'd up, for ſo many Articles of Popery. They peruſe every 
ſeurrilous Pamphlet and abuſive Libel ; and ſuch ridiculous Fables, as are e's 
fit for a Chinmey-corner, they borrow thence, and fet them down for ſo many 
Articles of Popery. They turn over every Popiſh Author, and whatſoever 
light, looſe or extravagant Opinions, whatſoever Diſcourſes carried on ej- 
. ther through Flattery, Diſguſt, or Faction, appear in ary of them, they are all 
mark'd out for [v many Articles of Popery. And by theſe and ſuch lit means 
is fimſht at laſt a compleat draught of Popery, 1m which ſhe is render d ſo foul, | 
monſtrous 4nd abominable, that there can be nothing raked from the very | 
ſinks of Turciſm, nothing borrow'd from the wild Africans, or barbarous A- | 
mcricans, that can make her more odious,or add to her deformity. Why, and | 
is not Popery then, ſuch as 'tis thus generally painted ? No, 'tis no more like it, | 
than Monarchy ts tothat which turbulent Republican Spirits ſhew for it ;, when 
diſplaying to the multitude ſome Miſcarriages of Stare, Frailties in Perſons in Þ 
Digmties, Abuſes of Government,&c. they cry out, Behold this is Monarchy. # 
By theſe means making it Infamous among the People, that they may more eaſily | 
overthrow it, And are not the Papilts ſuch as they are commonly Repreſented ? | 
No: They are no more alike, than the Chriſtians were of old under the Perſe- 
euting Emperors, to what they appear d, when cloathed with Lions and Bears | 
Skins they were expoſed in the Amphi-theatre ro W1ld Bcaſts ; under thoſe bor- | 
row'd Shapes ro provoke their Savage Oppoſites ro greater fury ;, and that they 
might infallibly, and with more rage, be torn 1n pieces. Let Monarchy be ſhew: 


#n ts own colours ; and the Chriſtians be exposd jn rheir own form, and one 
will. 


' Let them look intothe Spiritual Books of Direftton : 
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will h ave but few Maligners, and the others will meet mith a more Tame beha- 
viour, even from the wildeſt Beaſts. Ler any but ſearch mto the Councils of 

the Church of Rome,even that of Trent, than which none can be more Popiſh ; 

let them peruſe her Catechiſms, that, ad Parochos, or others ſet forth for Pa- 
ſtors to inſtrutt their Flock, ard for Children, Touth, and others to learn their 
Chriſtian Dottrme, of which there is extant great variety in Engliſh. Let them 
examine Vernon's Rule of Faith, and that ſet forth I the Piſoop of Condan. 
hoſe of Biſhop Sales, the 

Following of Chriſt, the Chriftian Rules, the Spiritual Combat, Grana- 

do's Works, and infinite others of this fort, which Papiits generaly keep by them 

for their Inſtruttion : And then let them freely declare, whether the Papilts are 

fo ill principled, exther as to their Faith or Morals, as they are generally made 
appear. A little ailigence in this kind, with a ſerious inquiry mto their con- 

verſation, their manner of Living and Dying, will eaſily diſcover, that that of 
Beaſt, nh which they are co7-m0nly expos'd to publick, is not theirs, but only 
of the $kin, that is thrown over them. The Papiſts onn, that there are among#t 
them Men of very ill Lives, and that if every corner be narrowly ſifted, there 
may be found great abuſes, even of the most ſacred things ;, that ſome in great 
Dignities have been highly vicious, and carried on wicked Deſigns : That ſome 
Authors maintain and publiſh very abſurd Opinions, and of ill conſequence. But 
theſe things are nothing of their Religion, they are ImperfeCtions imadeed, the 
Crimes, the Ecandels of ſome in their Communion ; but ſuch they are ſo far 
from being oblig'd ro approve, maintain or imitate, that they wiſh with all their 
heart, there had been never any ſuch thing, and deſire in theſe Points a tho- 
rough Reformation. Tho the Imprudences therefore, the Failings, the 
Extravagencies, the Vices, that may be pick'd up, throughout the whole Society 
of Papilts, are very numerous and great, and too too ſufficient, if drawn together, 
for the compoſing a moſt Detorm'd Antichriſtian-Monſter ; yet the Popery 
of the Roman-Catholicks 1s no ſuch Monſter, as 'tis painted. Thoſe things 
which are commonly brought againft them, being as much deteſted by them, as Jy 
the Perſons that lay the charge of their diſ-favour ;, and having no. more relation 
to them, than Weeds 2nd | ares to the Corn amongst which it grows ;, or Chatff 
to the Wheat, with which it lies mix'd in one heap. A Papilt therefore ts no more 
than he is above Repreſented'* ; and whoſocver enters that Communion, bas no 
obligation of believing otherwiſe, then as there ſpecified. And though in each Par- 
ticular, I have cited no Authorities ; yer for he truth and exattneſs of the Cha- 
rafter, 1 Appeal to the Council of Trent. And if in any Point 1t ſhall be found 


to diſagree, I again promiſe, upon notice, = kly to onn it, And as for the 


other Part, of the Papiſt Miſ-repreſented, it contains ſuch Tenets as are wrong- 
fully charged upon the Papilts ; and in as many reſpetts, as it 1s contrary ro the 
other CharaCter ; in /o many, it is contrary to the Faith of their Church : And 


/o 


S. 
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ſo far, they are reasyto di/oun them, and ſubſcribe to theiv Condemnation, And 
pps. any ſerious enquirer may be eaſily ſatisfied as 10 the truth of this ;, yet for 
a publick ſatisf attion, to ſhew that theſe Aominable Unchriſtian Dottrines are 
no part of their Beliet ; (however extrava _— men may be in their Opint- 
ons ;, ) the Papilts ackowledge that a Faith aſſenting to ſuch Tenets, is wholly 
oppoſite to the Hononr of God, and Deſtruttive to the Goſpel of Chriſt, and do 
publickly invokes God Almighty's Judgements upon that Church, which teaches 
either publickly or privately f1.ch a Faith. And ſmce'tis lanful for any Chriſtian 
ro anſner Amen,#o ſuch Anathema's,as are pronounc'd againſt things apparent- 
ly ſinful ; the Papults, to ſhew to the World that they arſown the following Te- 
nets, commonly laid at their dore ; do bere oblige themſelves, that if the enſuing 
Curſes be added to thoſe appointed to be read on the Firft day of Lent : T, hey 
will ferioufly and heartily anſwer Amen to them all. 


I. Curic4 is he that commits Idolatry ; that prays to Images or Relicks, or Worſhips 
them for God. - I Amen. 

II, Curſed is every Goddeſs Worſhiper, that believes the Virgin Meryto be any 
more than a creature ; that Honour her, Worſhip her, or puts his Truft in her, more 
than in God ; that believes her above her Son , or that ſhe can in any thing command 
him. Re Amr. - 

11, Curſed is he that believes the Saints in Heaven to be his Redeemers, that prays 
to them as ſuch, or that gives Gods Honour to them, or to any creature whatſoever. 

» Aer, 

IV. Curſed is he that Worſhips any Brea:len God, or makes Golds of the empty Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine Rt A4m'n, 

V. Curſed is he that belicyes, that Prieſts can forgive ſins, whether the ſinner re- 
pent, or uo. Or that there's any Power in Earth or Heaven, that can forgive fins, 
without a hearty repentance, and ſerious purpoſe of amendment. Rt, Amer, 

VI, Curſe is he that helicves there's Authority in the Pope or any others , that can 

ive leave to commit fins, Or that can forgive him his fins for a ſum of Money, 

» Amen 

VII, Curſed is he that bclieves,(that Indepengent of the Merits and Paſſion of Chriſt,) 
he can Merit Salvation by his own gool Works ; or make condign ſatisfaftion for the 
guilt of his fins, or the pains Eterial due to them. Re. Amen, 

VIII, Curſed is he thit contemns the Wor'l of God, or hides it from the people, on 
defign to keep them from the knowledge of their Duty, and to preſerve them in Igno- 
rance and Errour, Rt. Amen. | 

IX, Curſed is he that undervalues the Word of Gol, or that forſaking Scripture, 
chuſes rather to follow H:1mane Traditions than it. Bt, 4mzr, 

X. Curſed is he that leaves the Commandments of Go.l, to oberve the conſtitutions 
of Men. Rt. Amer, ; 

XI, Curſed it he that omit any of the Ten Cummandmenrs , or keeps the people 
from the knowledge of any one of them, to the end they may nut have occaſion of diſs 
covering the Truth, Rt, Amen. 

XII, Curſed is he vhat Preaches to the People in unknown Tongues, ſuch as they un» 
derſtand nut ; or uſes any other means to keep them 11 Ignorance, Re Amen, 


XII. Curſed 
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X11I. Curſed is he that believes that the Pope can give to any, upun any account 
whatſoever, Diſpenſations, to Lie, or Swear fallly : Or that 'tis Lawful for any, at the 
laſt hour to proteſt himſelf Iiinocent, in caſe he be Guilty Rt, Amen. : 
XIV. Curſed is he that encourages fins , or teaches Men to defer the amendment of 
their lives, or preſumption of their Death-Bed-repentance. Rt. Amer. 
XV, Curſed is he that teaches Men, that they may be Lawfully drunk on a Friday, 
or any other Eaſting-day ; tho' they muſt not tafte the leaft bit of Fleſh, Rt: Anz, 

XVI. Curſel is he who places Religion in nothing but a pompous ſhew-confifting un= 

ly in Ceremonies; and which teaches not the People to ſerve God in Spirit and Truth, 

+ Amen. 

XVII. Curſed is he who loves or promotes cruelty,that teaches People to be Bloody- 
mindel1, and ta lay afide the meekneſs of Feſus Chriſt, Rt. Amen. ; 

XVIII. Curſed is he who teaches it Lawful to do any wicked thing, tho'-it be for the 
Intereſt an1 Good of Mother-Church : or that any Evil a&ion may be done, that Good 
may come of it, It. Amen, 

XIX, Curſed are we, if amongſt all thoſe wicked Principles and Damnable Doctrine, 
commonly laid at our Dores, any one of them be the Faith of our Church : And Curſed 
are we, it we do not as heartily deteft all thoſe Helliſh Prafices, at they that ſo vehe- 
mently urge them againſt us. It, Amer 

XX, Curſed are we, if in an anſwering, and ſaying Amer, to any of theſe Curſes , 
we uſe any Equivocations, Mental Reſeryations ; or do not aſſent to them in the com- 
mon and obvious Senſe of the Words, Rt, Amen. 


And can the Papilts then, thus ſeriouſly, and without check, of Conſcience, 
ſay Amen to all theſe curſes ? Tes they can, and are ready toit , whenſoever, 
and as often as it ſhall be requir d of them. And what then is to be ſaid of 
thoſe, who either by Word or Writing, charge theſe Doftrines upon the Faith 
of the Church of Rome, ls a lying ſpirit in the mouth of all the Propbets? 
Are they all gone aſide ? Do they back-bite with their tongue, do evil 
to their Neighbour, and take up reproach againſt their Neighbour ? 7le 
ſay no ſuch Ing, but leave the impartial Conſiderer to judge, One thing I can 
ſafely affirm, that the Papiſts are foully Miſ-repreſented, and ſhew in publick. 
as. much unlike what they are, as the Chriſtians were of old by the Gentiles ; 
that they lie under a great Calumny, and ſeverely ſmart in good Name, Per- 

ſons and Eſtates, for ſuch things, which T hey, as much, and as heartily dete#t, 
as thoſe who accuſe them, But the comfort is, Chrit has ſaid to his Followers, 
Ye ſhall be hated of all men, (Marr. 10. 22.) and St. Paul, we are made a 
ſpeCtacle unto the World ; and we don't doubt, that who bears this with pa- 
tence, ſhall for every loſs here, and content, receive a hundred fold in Hea- 
ven: For baſe things of the World, and things which are deſpiſed, hath 


God choſen, 1 Cor. 1. 28. 
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